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PREFACE. 



The first idea of the "present work em-braced merely a list of 
the Spiders of Dorsetshire, compiled from notes and observations 
during the last twenty years, and including simply the time and 
locality of capture. On second thoughts such a bare list 
appeared to be rather too formal and uninteresting, and not 
likely to be very useful ; it therefore gradually expanded until, 
before the task had been proceeded with very far, it was 
determined to give some of the leading characters of each 
spider, so that the list might form a kind of handbook from 
which a collector or student of spiders might be able to 
identify most of those met with in the county. As th e 
work has gone on it has been found advisable to make the 
descriptions, especially where the species are nearly allied to 
each other, rather fuller, and perhaps a little more formal. 
This modification in the plan of the work will account for the 
earlier descriptions being often less full, and less precise than the 
later ones. A further modification was determined upon when 
it was ascertained that the spiders found in Dorsetshire included 
upwards of two-thirds of those as yet known to be British. It 
was thought then that by the addition of a not very extensive 
appendix, those spiders not yet found in Dorsetshire, but many 
of which will doubtless some day be met with there, might be 
included in a supplemental list, with a short diagnosis of each 
species. The present monograph, therefore, will include all the 
known British spiders ; and will, it is hoped, materially assist future 
collectors in the determination of any new additions they may 
make to our County List ; the more especially as, at present, 
there is no work in which all our known British spiders are 
included. The large folio volume of Mr. Blackwall, published 
in 1861-4, records 304 species ; the present work already includes 
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510 ; and fresh additions are constantly being made to this total 
by myself and others. 

The primary object of the work, however, is to give an 
account of Dorset spiders. Now local lists are of chief value, 
when the locality has some well-defined natural boundaries, and 
has been fairly well searched. The former can scarcely be 
predicated of the County of Dorset ; it is not divided from the 
neighbouring counties by any very well defined natural limits, nor 
can its whole area be said to have been well searched in respect 
to spiders ; and yet, if I mistake not, the present list will be 
found in future to represent very fairly the spider-population of 
the County ; because those parts of it which have been best 
worked, include (in respect to soil) its three principal districts — 
the Chalk and Zimeitone, the Heath, and the Clay. It is in the 
first two of these districts that we find the most peculiar ento- 
mological fauna ; and very many of the spiders found in them 
are also more or less peculiar and local. 

As a matter of fact by far the greater part of the known 
spiders of Dorset have been found in the parish of Bloxworth, 
and its immediate neighbourhood ; the rest (with a very few 
exceptions) have been obtained in the Isle of Portland. 

The parish of Bloxworth forms a long strip of land about 3 J 
miles in length by about 1 J in breadth, running lengthwise due 
north and south. The southern extremity of this tract of land 
(taking it roughly in three, about equal, portions) consists of 
sandy and gravelly heath, with a considerable mixture of marsh 
and bog land. The central portion is a clay loam, with a large 
amount of wood and coppice land ; and the northern division 
is loam upon chalk. These three districts are similarly continued 
on each side of Bloxworth, east and west, for many miles. The 
Isle of Portland, being of the limestone formation^ 
produces, as a general rule (and making allowance for its 
sea-board), the insects and spiders peculiar to the chalk districts. 

Out of the 510 species of spiders at present known to inhabit 
Great Britain and Ireland 358 have been found in Dorsetshire. 
Of the remaining 152, nine only have been recorded in Ireland, 
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and several others are, at present, doubtful species. The very 
large proportion of British spiders found in Dorsetshire is, no 
doubt, partly due to the three distinct varieties of soil men- 
tioned above, and of which the Bloxworth district is a typical 
example ; in a great measure it is due, perhaps, to Dorsetshire 
having been more thoroughly worked than any other, 
equally limited, portion of the British Islands. To this cause is, 
doubtless, due the large number of species — about 84 — which have, 
as yet, only been found in this county. Many of them will scarcely 
fail to turn up in the adjoining counties, and perhaps also in 
more distant ones, when these come in for a fair share of work- 
ing in this branch of Natural History. 

The Island of Portland boasts, at present, about 17 species 
peculiar to itself — so far at least as Great Britain is concerned — 
and, of these, three have not as yet been found anywhere else. 
Out of those above-mentioned as peculiar to Dorsetshire, about 
47 are yet unrecorded on the continent ; and out of the whole 510 
British spiders about 128 still remain unrecorded excepting in 
Great Britain. 

Examples of fourteen out of the fifteen Families of spiders 
represented in Britain are found in Dorsetshire ; and these four- 
teen Families comprise 74 genera, as against 83 represented in 
Britain. 

It should be remarked here that the following descriptions by 
no means exhaust the characters of the different spiders. For 
the sake of brevity only those characters are usually given, which 
have been considered sufficient fairly to describe the spider, and, 
where necessary, to distinguish it from its nearest congeners. The 
descriptions of new species are, of course, given with greater 
detail than those of spiders already known. 

With regard to the synonymic references which precede the 
descriptions, the quotation of all those that are at present 
ascertained would have been, of course, out of the question. 
Many species have from fifteen to twenty, and even more ; and the 
insertion of all these would have too greatly increased the bulk 
of the monograph, besides being out of place in a work of this 
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nature. I have, therefore, as a rule, merely inserted, in each 
instance, a reference to the author to whom the recognized name 
of the spider is due. In some instances, however, when that 
author is an old one, and his works not likely to be got at readily, 
then a reference is also made to the more modern author by whom 
the spider has been either described, or figured, or both. 

Besides the works of Mr. Blackwall and others, so frequently 
referred to in the following pages, those who desire to enter 
minutely into questions of synonyms, will find the " Eemarks on 
Synonyms of European Spiders," by Dr. T Thorell, of Upsala, 
Sweden (in one vol., published in 1869), a work not only of prime 
authority on points of synonymic reference, but also on number- 
less other interesting and important points, relating to the specific 
distinctions of many of our nearly allied species. 
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What is a Spider? 

The existing state of popular knowledge, in respect to spiders, 
is, probably, pretty correctly indicated in an answer made to me 
by a friend, that " he knew of four kinds only — the Red Spider ; 
the Harvest Spider ; the Garden Spider ; and the House Spider" 
This answer showed a very common misconception, not only 
as to the number of species of spiders, but also as to 
what is really a Spider ; for, unluckily, the first two of 
the little creatures mentioned are neither of them spiders, 
sensu stricto; on the contrary, they belong to two 
collateral Obdebs; the first to the Order Acaridea (which includes 
the cheese-mites and numberless other miscroscopic species), the 
second to the Order Phalangidea. Without pretending therefore 
to enter very minutely into structure, or anatomical details, 
either external or internal, many of which would be quite out of 
place here, it yet seems advisable to precede the descriptions of 
our numerous Dorsetshire spiders by a short account of what is 
a spider, and what a spider is ; so that those creatures which are 
not really spiders, although popularly included under that name, 
may be dismissed, for the present at least, from our minds. 

Prejudice against Spiders. Origin of the Name Spider, 

A great deal of ignorance and misconception undoubtedly 
prevails about spiders ; as well as very much unreasoning dislike 
of them. The dislike probably arises, in a great degree, from 
this ignorance, and also, in some measure, from a certain sinister 
look that they seem, in many minds, to possess. It has been 
suggested to me, too, that their very name has a sinister sound 
and appearance. So far as this may be true, I suppose it arises 
from those letters in the name which give it a kind of hissing, 
or spiteful sound; just as the same letters appear to do in the word 
wasp. But, however that may be, the derivation of the woxi spider 
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ought to banish at onee from every mmd any snorter idea. Wa 
may, I think, dismiss altogether the fwifal isfiapmafiun bj 
which the name #/*&r was once derived from "* spy-door " 
(spy dor), in allusion to a, supposed g«fceraL habit of fpiders bring 
on the look-out in their webs spun in the angles of a doorway. 
Its real derivation is, without a doubt, obtained from the habit 
of spinning silken lines ; an unTarying character of the whole 
Order to which spiders belong. Hence the Swedish name 
Spindlar or " the Spinner/' The name is also essentially the 
same in German, and other Teutonic languages. From wpmUmr 
we get *pider at once, by the simple and natural elision of the » 
and /. 

With regard to the sinister look of a spider, it is, I think, only 
through ignorance and prejudice that spiders could be viewed in 
that light. Where is the object which does not become 
beautiful when seen through the medium of intelligent 
enquiry? Is this too philosophic an idea for our ©very-day 
world? If so then, at least, let me say that among spiders 
we find not only elegance of form, and many curious 
and complex structures (some wonderfully adapted to their 
mode of life, others still unexplained), but great beauty, both 
of actual colouring and its distribution; forming patterns of 
great variety, and striking contrasts of colour. The descriptions 
of many even of our British spiders will exemplify this ; while among 
exotic species there are numerous examples of richness and 
brilliancy of colouring, equal to almost anything found in the 
insect world. 

The carnivorous habits of spiders are repulsive to some minds ; 
and hence comes another source of dislike; but with what 
amount of sense or reason? A correspondent in the Dorset 
County Chronicle, some little time since, included spiders in a 
swooping clause as, by common consent, disgusting creatures, 
chiefly owing to their habit of preying upon others ; and spoke 
of the study of spiders as though it were unworthy the time or 
attention of a rational being. I know not how wide-spread these 
opinions may bo ; but, at any rate, it is scarcely consistent in. 
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mutton-and-beef-eating creatures to abuse the poor spiders for 
doing not only what they themselves do, but also for doing a 
good turn by lessening the numbers of some of the greatest, among 
the minor torments of human life — gnats, flies, and mosquitos. The 
same correspondent recommended as a worthier study, and a 
higher theme for the pen, "the little busy bee, and the pretty, 
innocent singing birds." I presume that he, or she, must have 
been quite ignorant of such episodes in bee-life as the ruthless 
massacre of the male bees, when their services are no longer required; 
and certainly the joyous song-thrush could never have been seen 
in the act of immolating snails on the sacrificial stone, or tugging 
the unwilling worm from its mother earth, with the nibbling 
process of dismemberment which invariably follows ! 

Well! let us hope that the busy bee and the singing birds 
have, since then, been really studied, and with a less prejudiced 
mind, and if so we may be sure the crafty and (it may even be 
admitted) blood-thirsty spider will become an object of less dis- 
gust — may be, of some rational interest. 

Difference between Spiders and Inseots. 

A spider then is a creature that spins — a Spinner ; not like a 
silkworm, through its mouth, but by means of special external 
organs — spinners — placed at the hinder extremity of the 
abdomen (pi. i., figs. 2gg, 6, 10, lid). A spider differs from 
all the insect tribes in not undergoing any metamorphosis ; it 
is a spider from first to last, and merely undergoes several 
moultings or castings of the skin as it goes on, after its first 
exclusion from the egg, to maturity. The body is divided into 
two, instead of (as in insects) three, visibly distinct parts. These 
parts are in insacts — the caput, thorax, and abdomen ; but in 
the spider the caput and thorax, with its several segments (called 
the cephak'thorax), are soldered together. The grooves or 
indentations denoting the once separate portions are, however, 
almost invariably more or less visible ; and the abdomen is joined 
to the cephalo-thorax by a short pedicle, through which the 
various organs of the former are connected with those of th* 
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thoraoio portion. The eyes, too, are all simple ; thus differing 
remarkably from the compound eyes of the Inseeta ; and the 
lege (six in the insect tribes) are always eight in the spider. 

Differences Between Spiders and Other Araohnids. 

The different characters above detailed are easily observed, 
and will furnish a ready answer to the question, " Spider or 
insect ? " But as the various Orders of Arachnids— of whioh 
the spiders constitute one Order only — share, with modifications, 
in all those characters, one or two of the leading distinctions 
must be mentioned, by which a spider may be known either 
from the Acaridea — Mites — or the Phalangidea — Harvest-men — 
or from a Pseudo-scorpion — Scorpionidea — which are the only 
three Orders of Arachnids represented in Britain, besides 
spiders — Araneidea, i.e., if we except the Pycnogonidea, marine 
animals, whose position is still questionable. 

A spider can be distinguished at once from one of the Aearidea 
(or Mite-tribes), by the latter possessing a body, which consists, 
at first sight, of one portion only ; the outer skin being con- 
tinuous, and, in many cases, not showing, by even a suture, or 
groove, any division between the cephalo-thorax and abdomen. 

From the Phalangidea (or Harvest-men), a spider may be 
recognised by the same general appearance in the former, as 
that presented by an Acarid; but although the body of a 
Harvest-man appears at first sight to consist of one 
portion only, the cephalo-thorax is, usually, distinctly 
defined by a transverse indentation, or groove ; the abdomen 
is covered by a series of coriaceous, or somewhat horny, 
transverse folds, or plates ; the eyes are (in all European species) 
two only, placed, one on each side of a tubercular eminence, 
near the fore extremity of the cephalo-thorax ; and the legs are 
generally very long, and of extraordinary slenderness; the 
terminal joint being sub-divided into numerous minute articula- 
tions. 

The Pseudo-scorpiones (or Cheliferee), forming a sub-order 
of the Scorfionidea, are a small group of minute, but curious 
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Arachnids, resembling little scorpions without tails. They are 
found under logs of wood or stones, as well as among moss and 
rubbish, and frequently in company with spiders, from which 
their two, long, crab-like, f orcipated claws (or palpi) in front of 
the legs, will serve to distinguish them at a glance. 

Of the two remaining, terrestrial, Arachnidous Orders, Solpugidea 
and Theh/phonidea, we have no British representatives ; they need 
not, therefore, be distinguished here from the spiders. 

So far then as to what is a spider. We will now proceed to 
detail, rather more minutely, the different parts and organs in 
order to give some idea of what a spider is ; and first of the 

EXTERNAL STRUCTURE. 
The Oephalo-thorax. 

This consists of the head (caput) and thorax, united (pi. i., 
fig. 4) ; its integument is always, more or less, hard and corneous, 
and is marked with two oblique indentations towards its fore part, 
indicating a large, somewhat wedge-shaped portion, at the 
anterior extremity (pi. i., figs. 3b and 45) ; this wedge-shaped 
portion is the caput ; the distinctness, with which it is marked 
off from the rest (or thorax), is exceedingly variable, and its 
fore extremity is always, more or less broadly truncated, or 
rounded off. The thorax is marked with three or four grooves 
or indentations on each side (pi. i., figs. 40,<J,*/, and 3c y d y eJ\ 
varying in depth and completeness, but almost always traceable, 
and converging from near the margin to a point near the centre, 
where there is either a small linear furrow, a simple dilated 
depression, or sometimes a deep, curved, transverse indentation ; 
this is called the thoracic indentation (pi. i., fig. 4y) ; the transverse, 
converging, lateral indentations indicate the four thoracic seg- 
ments on each side. These segments and the caput are now 
soldered together ; but, without a doubt, at one period of the 
spider's genealogioal history all of them were separate from each 
other, and each was articulated to the thorax proper, the posi- 
tion of which is marked by the present thoracic indentation. 

Besides these indentations, the cephalo-thorax is often marked 



with either strife, punctures, or ragulostiaa* and is v ariaurij 
coloured ; it k often smooth and glabrous, bat, frapunfirj; also 
clothed with apinea, bristles, hairs, or downy pubescence^ of 
different colours ; forming a distinefcrre which usually 

follows the conrerging direetioii of the Tarioaa ; ^ a itntfnrwi 

In numbers of spiders, of Tarious fa-milim and genera, 
the- caput (especially the ocular region) is liable to e aaoaaii u, aad 
often quite eccentric derelopement. This is carried toy perhaps, 
its greatest extent, among our indigenous spider*, in the genua 
Wakkmtera, where the eyes are thus thrust up (as it were) 
on more or less considerable, and Tarioosly shaped elerations 
and eminences (pL ir., figs. 3 and 4). The females present little 
or no trace of this ezcessiTe derelopment. If it be true that no 
natural derelopment can exist, which is not of some benefit to 
the poss e ss o r, and which has not been produced by natural 
selection, these developments, confined thus to the male sex, and 
of no conceivable utility, are a puzzle to the rigid disciples of 
Darwin. My own opinion * has long been that such develop- 
ments (together with many others, peculiar to the male sex) are 
simply the results of the greater vital force or energy of the 
male organization ; and are only kept in check by the hindrance 
and positive evil that they may bring with them to their 
possessors in the struggle for life. Of course, the operation of 
natural selection will come in, through the advantage given to 
individuals in which the vital force is the most powerful ; and 
will thus indirectly tend to increase those developments which 
are, primarily, the result of that force. 

The Eyes 

Are placed at the fore part of the caput, sometimes in front of 
it, at other times on the upper surface ; often partly in front and 
partly above (see various figures in pis. i.-v.). They are simple, 
immovable, six or eight in number in all the known British 
species, though a few exotics possess no more than two or four. 

* In a oorrespondenoe, several years since, upon this point, Mr. Darwin 
did not agree with my views upon it. Very lately, however, I have had 
the satisfaction of seeing those views stated and upheld by Mr. Alfred 
RttMoU WaUaos, in hit reoent most interesting work, " Tropical Nature/' 
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Their disposition, though uniformly symmetrical, is exceed- 
ingly yaried ; they are very generally placed in pairs, and almost 
always present some modification of two transverse rows of 
four eyes each; and their size, both actual and relative, 
differs greatly. The portion of the caput occupied by the 
eyes is called the ocular area (pi. i., fig. 5a\a"); on some 
eccentric forms of this area (see above). The interval between the 
anterior row of eyes and the lower margin of the caput is called 
the clypeu* (pi. i., fig. 5b 1 ) ; and to the whole area, from the lower 
margin to the posterior eyes, is given the name of the facial 
space (pi. i., fig. 5c'). 

Spiders are in some measure compensated for inability to 
move the eyes, by having their visual axis variously directed, 
owing partly to the greater or less convexity of the surf aoe of 
the ocular area, and partly to the presence of tubercles, upon 
or around which the eyes are seated : thus the eight-eyed spiders 
ore frequently able to look eight different ways at once. 

The eyes of spiders vary in shape as well as in colour ; some 
are pearly white, others (in the same individual) are dark 
grey, and even black ; while among the Salticidee eyes of most 
brilliant hues may be seen, showing the colours of the amethyst, 
emerald, opal, and other precious stones. Borne (the greater 
part) are round, others are oval, and some of a sub-triangular, or 
irregular form. Mons. Eugene Simon (of Paris) calls the pearly 
white eyes " les yeux nocturne*" and the dark-coloured ones "let 
yeux diurnes;" laying great stress upon the systematic value of 
the difference of function supposed to exist between these two 
kinds of eyes ; but this value may well be questioned. 

In certain spiders some of the eyes have a flattened and 
abortive appearance, and are probably, in such cases, of little, or 
perhaps no use for visual purposes. Examples have occasionally 
been met with in which one, or more, of the eyes is wanting. A 
very curious instance of this kind is at present before me, in an 
adult male example of Tegenaria Derhamn, Scop., received from 
Belfast. No outward trace of an eye is visible in this specimen, 
but I can discern a faint appearance of the four central ones 
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beneath the horny cuticle. It is quite possible, however, that 
these may have sufficed for vision, though, probably, in a very 
imperfect degree. 

The Legs. 

These are articulated, four on each side, beneath the outer 
margin of the cephalo-thorax, to an either round, oval, oblong, 
or heart-shaped, corneous plate, called the Sternum (pi. i., fig. 
2d) (in this figure the legs are truncated at the first joint. 

The legs consist each of seven joints of different lengths (a 
very few exotic species possessing eight, owing to the sub- 
division of the tarsus or terminal joint). The following names 
are given to these joints in the descriptions in this volume (see 
pi. i., fig. 1, where, on one of the legs, the joints are numbered): — 
i., the exinguinal ; ii., coxdl ; iii., femoral; iv., genual; v., tibial; 
vi., metatarsal; vii., tarsal. 

The legs vary a good deal in their size and length, both 
absolutely and relatively ; and the tarsi always terminate with 
eithor two or three curved claws, generally toothed or pectinated 
(pi. i,, figs. 80 and 135) ; usually the pectinations are confined to 
the two superior claws, but occasionally the inferior one also is 
toothed. The legs are clothed in various ways — with hairs, 
bristles, and spines (pi. i., figs. 1 and 9) ; in some spiders plumose 
hairs may be seen. 

In some groups a longitudinal series of small, closely-set, 
curved, spine-like bristles, may be found on the metatarsi of the 
fourth pair of legs (fig. 9, a). This is called a Calamtstrum, and 
is used for the purpose of carding or combing out from a special 
spinning organ (to be described presently) a peculiar flocculus of 
adhesive silk, which is disposed about the spider's snare, the 
better to entrap its prey. We are indebted to our countryman, 
the veteran Araneologist, Mr. John Blackwall, for the discovery 
of this portion of a spider's structure, as well as for our 
knowledge of its mode of employment and use. Beneath the 
tarsi (and sometimes the metatarsi) of many spiders is found a 
more or less compact clothing, often quite a pad or cushion, of close- 
set hairs, generally of a papilli form nature (pi. i., figs, 12, 
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12a); this is called a scopula, and is of use in enabling the 
spider to ascend polished surfaces, as glass, &c. And frequently 
there is, close beneath the tarsal claws, a compact tuft of hairs, 
the hairs often of a somewhat club-shape, or squamose nature 
—to this is given the name of elaw-tufb (pi. i., fig. 13a) ; doubtless 
it is of use in enabling the spider to traverse uneven surfaces 
with the greater speed, and is most marked in spiders possessing 
two terminal claws only, if not entirely confined to them. 
The Paloes. 

Immediately below the fore-part of the cephalo-thorax are the 
Falces (pi. i., figs. 3a, and 5a,a). These are two in number, and 
each consists of a strong basal joint articulated to the caput, 
either vertically, or on an inclined plane, or horizontally; 
moving accordingly, either up and down, or sideways. At the 
extremity of each is a strong, curved, pointed fang, articulated 
so as to close down, either in a line along the under side of the 
falx (pi. ii., fig. 2a), or along its inner side (pi. i., fig 5b ,c). Most 
commonly the fang is met by a longer or shorter row of teeth 
placed along the inner side of the falx (pi. i., fig. 5d,d), some- 
times two rows of teeth are present, and occasionally there is 
an extra strong tooth in front of each falx. The falces are thus 
rendered most formidable weapons, more especially as each 
contains, inside, a hollow charged with a poisonous fluid, which 
is poured into the wound made by the fang, through a minute 
orifice near its extremity. 

The falces are used not only for seizing and killing the 
spider's prey, but also for comminuting and compressing it so as 
to squeeze out the juices into the throat, which is situated 
immediately behind them. 

By some physiologists the falces are considered to be the 
homologues of the antennee of insects, abnormally developed and 
modified for the performance of a special function. The usual 
truncated form of the fore part of the caput is also considered to 
have arisen from the disappearance, through " Natural selection, 
of the fore part of the insect -caput, carrying away with it the two 
large compound insect-eyes, and leaving only those which now, in 
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the spider, are thought to represent the simple ocelli of the insect. 
For my own part, although fully persuaded of the extensive 
agency (among others) of " Natural selection," and of the truth 
of " Evolution n I cannot at present see sufficient grounds for the 
above hypothesis as to their effect in modifying what are now 
the falces and caput of spiders. 

The Maxillae. 

If a spider be laid on its back, two elongate pieces will be seen 
at the fore extremity, just behind the falces (pi. i., fig. 2, a,a, and 
pi. ii., fig. 2.*,V) these are called maxilla, or jaws, because they 
assist in the compression of the spider's prey, and in squeezing 
out its juices into the throat (or cesophagal tube). The maxillae 
form the greater part of the posterior boundary of the mouth ; 
they are variously formed, of great diversity in size, and 
constitute, in fact, the basal, or supporting joints, of 

The Palpi. 

These are two in number, and stretch forwards immediately in 
front of the first pair of legs. PI. L, fig. la, (male), and fig. 2 
o~k. (female). Occasionally (in the Family Therapho sides) the 
palpi are used, in the female sex, as legs, but most com- 
monly only as feelers. Instead of seven joints, like the legs, 
the palpi have but six, including the basal joint or maxilla. 
They are very varied in length and strength, and in the form of 
the joints (pi. i., figs, la, 15, 14, 7. PI. ii., figs, Ic, 2/, and 
6, represent the palpi of several different spiders). In all female 
spiders the extreme (or digital) joint is of simple form, generally 
ending with a single, curved, and sometimes pectinated claw. In 
some groups, however, this claw is absent. The last joint but 
one is called the radial, the next behind it the cubital, then the 
humeral, and the next (which connects the palpus with the 
maxilla) is called the axillary joint. The palpi (like the legs) are 
usually furnished with hairs, bristles, or spines, or with all or 
some of these. 

In the male spider we observe a remarkable difference in the 
extreme (or digital) joint of each palpus ; this, instead of being 
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simple, and no larger than the next joint, if so large, is of a 
tumid form, and when the spider becomes adult, i.e., at its last 
moult, it developes into a more or less oval, sometimes very large, 
and generally concave, somewhat spoon-like joint ; in the hollow, 
or to the under side of this joint, is fixed a curious structure, 
consisting of a corneous bulb, spines, processes, and lobes ; 
sometimes their form is very simple, as in the Theraphosides, 
Dysderides, and some others (pi. ii., figs, lc, 2/., and 6a., and pi. 
i., fig. 15c?) ; but at other times it is very complex (pi. i., fig. 
14c), and notably so in many species of Zinyphia, as well as in 
some other genera. To this structure is given the name of 
palpal organs; they are, in fact, the external instruments by 
which the fecundation of the female spider is effected. The 
male spider (in a manner somewhat analogous to the deposition 
of the milt by the male fish) drops the fecundating fluid out of 
the secreting organs (which are situated beneath the fore part of 
the abdomen) upon a line of its web, or possibly on a leaf, or on 
some other substance. It then immediately imbibes or draws the 
fluid into the bulbous portion of the palpal organs by means of 
an appropriate duct, whose orifice is situated at the end of one 
of these prominent processes ; through this it is again, subse- 
quently, injected into the female organs, which are furnished with 
receptacles — Spermathecse — for its retention for some days, or 
perhaps weeks, until required for use. In some instances the 
male spider probably imbibes the fecundating fluid into the 
palpal organs directly from the secreting vessels, but this has 
not yet been actually observed. 

The variety in the form of the spines and processes, and in the 
structure generally of the palpal organs, is apparently without 
limit; and thence we obtain one of the most useful, and 
unfailing characters for the distinction of species. Other 
jointsof the palpialso frequently present differences, and apparent 
eccentricities of structure. This is chiefly noticeable in respect 
to the radial joint, which is often furnished with variously 
formed spines and projections, or, as they are usually called, 
apophyses (pi. i., fig. 15S). These are also most important for the 
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determination of spiders, never being exactly alike in any two 
males of different species. 

The development of the palpal organs is the sure criterion of 
maturity. 

The Sternum. 

This has already been mentioned as the plate to which the legs 
are articulated (pi. i., fig. 2d). It is usually flat or sub-convex ; 
its shape is either round, oval, oblong, or heart-shaped, and it 
forms the under surface to the cephalo-thorax. At its fore 
extremity is a sort of harrow continuation of it, forming 

The Labium. 

This constitutes the completion of the mouth parts by stop- 
ping up the gap between the maxillce (pi. i., fig. 2c). It 
is divided from the sternum by a groove or suture, but is 
never articulated to it. It is sometimes projected in the same 
plane as the sternum, but is more often set at a greater or less angle 
with it, following, in fact, the direction of the maxillae and 
falces. The labium is of great importance to the spider, for 
without it the juices of its prey would escape, instead of being 
retained and guided into the throat, by the assistance of the 
"tongue" (a small obscure portion of structure immediately 
between the labium and falces). The length and form of the 
labium is different in different spiders ; usually it is either 
semi-circular, sub-triangular, oblong, or quadrate ; its apex is 
often pointed, and sometimes emarginate. PI. ii., fig. 2cf. t shows 
the labium of Atypu*, and fig. Id that of Segestria. 

The Abdomen. 

We come now to the second leading division of the spider's 
body — the abdomen. This is attached to the hinder part of the 
cephalo-thorax by a short, but distinct, sheath or pedicle. It 
is of diverse form in different spiders, round, oblong, globular, 
flattened, quadrate, or sub-triangular. Various humps, 
prominences, and other eccentricities of form are found on the 
abdomen in some exotic spiders, and, in a lesser degree, in several 
of our British species — Cyclosa conica, Pallas (pi. iy., figs. 6, 6a). 
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The cuticle of the abdomen is almost always continuousj(t.d^. 
without folds or articulated plates), and is either soft or, at most, 
somewhat coriaceous or leathery in its texture. In some exotic 
groups, however, it is hard and corneous. The surface is some- 
times smooth ; at other times (and most frequently) it is clothed, 
more or less, with hairs, bristles, and downy pubescence. In 
the genus Oasteracantha and some other exotic spiders it is armed 
with strong spines. It has generally a distinct pattern upon 
it, formed either by colours and markings inherent in the 
cuticle, or else dependent upon the hues of its hairy clothing. 
\ In most cases the pattern on the upper side of the abdomen 
* assumes some modification or other of the form of a 
central, longitudinal stripe on the fore part, followed by a 
series of transverse, curved, or angular lines, like circumflex 
markings, whose apices are directed forwards. The central 
stripe varies in its length, breadth, and form, but always 
indicates the position of an important internal organ, which, 
acting like the heart in the higher animals, receives the vital 
fluid, and propels it throughout the whole system. Probably 
the varied colour of this stripe depends on its immediate con- 
nection with the internal organ above mentioned. 

In most spiders there may be observed some small impressed 
spots, or depressions, symmetrically placed on the upper surface 
of the abdomen. These are, apparently, different in number, and 
certainly different in size, in different groups of spiders ; probably 
their number is, in reality, always the same, though not 
externally visible in all cases. In the family Thommdes they 
are often very distinct, and Ave or seven in number ; a single 
one occupies the middle of the fore-extremity, and is followed by 
two or three pairs of others ; those of each pair being widish apart 
and forming a transverse line. These impressed spots indicate 
points where the cuticle adheres by muscles, to the internal 
organs. Although in most cases the epidermis of the abdomen 
is continuous, yet in one (exotic) genus, Ztphutius, Schiodte, it is 
broken up into distinct, transverse, corneous plates united at 
their edges by a membranous fold* la some of even our own 
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indigenous spiders traces may be seen of transverse folds in the 
cuticle towards the hinder extremity. Probably the transverse 
curved, or angular lines above noticed, and which give to the 
hinder part of the abdomen of so large a majority of spiders, 
its distinctive pattern, are the lingering indications of obsolete 
folds. The traces of folds (as well as the corneous plates in 
Liphistius) in all probability point to the once segmented structure 
of the abdomen, and give us a clue to the origin of the distinctive 
pattern just mentioned. 

At the extreme point of the hinder part is a single small 
nipple-like prominence (pi. i., fig. 10, f) ; in this is contained the 
anal orifice ; and it was, doubtless, once the terminal segment 
of the segmented form of the abdomen. 

Spinners. 

Immediately below the anal prominence, is a more or less- 
closely compacted group of other nipple-like organs (pi. i., fig. 
2, g,g, and fig. 10, c,d,ej,h,g). These are, in all British spiders, 
six in number, with, in some families, a very short, broad, 
supernumerary one, generally divided by a cross-line, and 
placed immediately in front of the rest (pi. i., fig. 10, a,b). In 
some exotic groups the numbers are also two and four. These 
organs are the spinners, and they play a most important part in 
spider economy, forming also (as stated before), one of the 
leading characters of the order Araneidea. 

The position of the spinners varies; usually they are of 
different sizes, lengths, and direction, varying from one to three 
joints. At their extremities, and sometimes along the under 
surface of the last joint, are many minute tubes (spinnerets), 
through which the silken lines issue ; these lines are, in part, 
propelled at the will of the spider, and partly drawn from the 
spinnerets by external influences. The silk is secreted in the 
form of a gum-like fluid, in small bulbous-shaped organs, situ* 
ated within the under surface of the hinder part of the abdomen. 
The silk emitted from the supernumerary organ above-men- 
tioned is of a peculiar nature, and is drawn from it by means of 
the " calamistra," noted in describing the armature of the legs. 



UTTBODUOTIOX. XV. 

By moans of this instrument the silk is carded or teased out, so 
as to become very flocculent and adhesive ; it is then disposed 
about the lines of the snare for the purpose of .entangling the 
spider's prey. 

Spiracular Plates and Breathing Organs. 

Beneath the fore extremity of the abdomen are two, generally 
very distinct, roundish or oval plates, placed in a transverse line, 
(pi. i., fig. 1, e,e, and fig 11, b y b). In some spiders — Thera- 
phosides and J) t/ 8 derides — these are four in number, the two 
additional ones succeeding the others a little way towards the 
middle of the abdomen (pi. ii., fig. 2, a\a\ e\e\ and fig. 1, a,a, 
byb). At the posterior-margin of each of these plates is a trans- 
verse slit-like opening, leading to the main breathing organs, 
which are situated underneath. These organs are a modification 
of the tracheal system found in the Imecta. Instead of the 
air being taken (as in that class) into simple tubes from numer- 
ous external orifices, and so distributed over the body for the 
aeration of the vital fluid ; it is taken in through the transverse 
slits, mentioned above, into a special breathing apparatus ; thus 
localizing the main supply of air, in a way somewifit 
analogous to the action of the lungs of the mammalia, and 
thence aerating the vital fluid as it passes out of the dor&fl. 
vessel, or heart. There are, however, in many spiders, Other 
orifices leading, probably, to simple air-tubes (or tracheae) in 
different parts of the abdomen. One of the most noted instances 
of this, among British spiders, occurs in the genus Anyphcena 
Sund. (pi. i., fig. 11, e.J Another remarkable instance is in the 
genus Oambridgea, L. Koch., found in New Zealand. 

Genital Aperture. 

One other portion of the abdominal structure must be shortly 
noticed — the genital or sexual aperture. This is situated 
exactly between the openings of the breathing apparatus, and 
leads to appropriate internal organs. In the male sex the 
fecundating fluid is secreted in these organs. The curious office 
of the palpi of male spiders, as instruments for the reception 
and application of this fluid, has been already described. 
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The external aperture (in males) is very minute, but in the 
female sex it is much larger, of very varied form, and frequently 
has a process of diverse shape and structure, in different species, 
connected with it; this process is also often of considerable 
length, and is probably of use in the deposition of the ova. 
The form and structure of the genital aperture, and its processes 
afford some of the most distinctive characters for the specific 
determination of female spiders ; it is only visible as a distinct 
orifice when the spider has attained maturity, of which it is the 
unerring sign (see pi. i., fig. 2,/, and fig. 11, a ; also plate ii., 
fig. 2, V). 

INTERNAL STRUCTURE. 

la a monograph like the present, any lengthened details of 
the internal structure, or anatomy of spiders, would be out of 
place. Certain points have been already necessarily touched 
upon in explaining their external structure ; it will, therefore, 
suffice here to refer to the internal organs in very general terms. 
Organs of Digestion. 

These consist of a large sac or stomach, furnished with short 
lateral branches, corresponding with the number of legs on each 
side, and placed within the cavity of the cephalo-thorax. The 
juices of insects, which form the spider's food, pass into this 
stomach from the mouth parts, or throat, through an oesophagal 
tube, and thence into the abdominal intestine, by means of a 
canal which runs through the pedicle connecting the cephalo- 
thorax and abdomen. At its hinder extremity this intestine 
empties itself into a large, rounded pouch or rectum, and thence 
all undigested matter is excreted through the anal orifice. There 
are also appropriate glands in the cephalo-thorax for the 
secretion of gastric juice, and others in the abdomen for the 
secretion of bile, appealing to subserve purposes similar to those 
effected by the analogous products of the stomach and liver in 
the higher animals. 

Organs of Circulation. 

Circulation is effected by means of a large, elongate, four- 
chambered vessel, running close beneath the cuticle, along the 
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middle at the fore part of the upper side of the abdomen, and 
called the "Dorsal vessel." In this vessel the vital fluid is collected, 
and thence circulated by a regular system of arteries and veins. 
The position of the dorsal vessel is almost always apparent on 
the outside (as before noticed) by an elongated stripe, or band, 
of varied form and colour. 

Organs of Respiration., 

These have already been referred to. The more localized nature 
of the main breathing apparatus in spiders than among the Insecta 
plainly marks a progress to a higher type of organization; 
though the peculiarly pulmonary nature attributed to them, in 
most of the general works on Arachnids, appears calculated to 
mislead. 

The respiration of spiders is, in fact, effected not by pulmonary 
organs, but by essentially tracheal ones, which may be described 
as consisting of both Trachea proper, and Sac-trachea. The 
latter form the principal breathing organs, their position being 
shown outwardly by the spiracular plates detailed above ; they 
consist of a collection of flattened membranous sacs, enclosed 
within an outer membrane, and lying together somewhat like 
the leaves of a book. The air is collected in these Sac-trachea 9 
and re-oxygenates the main body of the vital fluid in its 
passage through the dorsal vessel ; while by the Trochees (pro- 
perly so called) air is conveyed in small quantities to the vital 
fluid in various parts of the system. To any one familiar with 
the structure and functions of the lungs of mammals, the 
essential difference between them and the Sac-trache» of spiders 
will be obvious. 

Nervous System. 

Spiders also possess a very perfectly organized nervous system. 
Within the fore-part of the cephalo-thorax is one main bilobed 
ganglion, or mass of nervous matter, emitting nervous threads 
to each of the eyes, f alces, and labium ; not far behind this, and 
continuous with it, is a still larger mass, from which nerve- 
threads issue to the legs and palpi ; a fascia of the same nature 
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is continued to the abdomen, where it is subdivided, and branches 
out to all the different abdominal organs. 

Organs of Reproduction. 

The situation of these, with their external form, has already 
been noticed. The internal parts of both male and female are 
very simple ; in the former they consist of two long, narrow, 
convoluted tubes, and in the latter, of two elongated Ovaria, 
placed lengthwise within the ventral surface of the abdomen. 

Near the external opening of the Ovaria, in the female, there 
are generally some (fewer or more) contortions corresponding to 
the more or less contorted, or complex, structure of the palpal 
organs of the male. It is through these contorted tubes that the 
fecundating fluid is passed, by means of the palpal organs of 
the male into the bulbif orm reservoirs, or Spermatheca, of the 
female.* 

Habits and Economy of Spiders. Their snares and mode 
• of entrapping their prey. 

Perhaps to most lovers of Natural History greater detail on 
this part of the subject would be acceptable ; but even these 
interesting points can only be touched upon comparatively briefly 
here, especially as in the following descriptions the habits and 
economy of the different species (so far as known) are frequently 
referred to. 

Evidently formed to prey upon other creatures (for, as yet, no 
instance is known of a spider feeding upon vegetable substances) 
and the majority of their prey being able to seek safety in flight 
or swiftness of foot, we find, as we should expect, spiders 
endowed with skill and craft rather than with great comparative 
strength. 

There are several ways in which the rapacious portion of 
creation obtain their prey : Firstly t by running it down in fair 

* Those -who desire to enter more minutely into the subject of the internal 
structure and anatomj of spiders may be referred to the works of 
Treyiranus, Emile Blanchard, Philip Bertkau, and others. In regard to 
the mode of reproduction, the main facts at present known are very dearly 
stated and illustrated in a little work (vol. 2 of the " American Natural 
History series) lately published at Salem, Mass., U.S.A., "On the 
Habits and Structure of Spiders," by Mr. J. H. Emerton. 
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open course, which is not often adopted by spiders, though I 
have seen, now. and then, some species of Lycosa do so; secondly, 
by searching about carefully, and, when the prey is descried, 
stopping short and leaping upon it. This is a method very 
commonly in use among the Zycostdes, Salticides, and some few 
of the Drassides ; thirdly, by lying in concealment until the prey 
comes within reach; thus spiders lie in wait, hidden, or partly so, 
among the petals, or other parts, of the bloom, of flowers, 
particularly those of a composite nature, and then seize the 
insects which come to suck the honey. Some spiders, es- 
pecially among the Thommdes, who are much addicted to this 
last mode of replenishing their larders, have a habit of elevat- 
ing, depressing, and moving their fore legs laterally to and fro. 
The tips of the legs, when thus protruding from among the 
petals of a flower in which the spider is concealed, bear a striking 
resemblance to the stamens and anthers gently moved by the 
wind. A friend of mine, who has noticed this, believes that 
it is done for the express purpose of attracting insects to the 
flower; but as the spider exercises the habit at other times, 
as well as when lying in wait for insects, this interpretation of 
the fact seems scarcely tenable ; though, no doubt, the habit tends 
to the spiders' advantage by disarming suspicion on the insects' 
part. 

Another method of entrapping their prey, adopted by some of 
the most extensive families of spiders — Agelmides, Theridiides^ 
and JEpeiride8y as well as by some other spiders — is the spinning 
of snares in which the insects become entangled. This mode is so 
well known as scarcely to need mention. Everyone who has given 
even a cursory attention to spiders' webs will have observed the 
beautiful geometric wheel-like snares hung upon their suspensory 
lines over a ditch, or in gaps and openings among plants, bushes, 
and trees. The general plan of these snares consists of a 
number of lines radiating from a central point, and crossed, 
at more or less regular intervals, by others in a transverse 
direction, like the rounds of a ladder or the ratlines of a ship* 
The cross-lines are, in fact, formed by a single line passed round 
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and round from the centre in a spiral form ; a large portion of it, 
towards the outer part of the snare, being thickly studded with 
very small globules of viscid matter, looking like little drops of 
dew ; these serve to entangle the flies and other insects when 
they get into the web. The construction of this kind of snare is 
carried on, at times, very expeditiously. I have noted a 
geometric snare completely formed, from beginning to end, 
within half an hour. 

Geometric webs are placed at different angles with the plane of 
the earth's surface, according to the species of the constructor, 
and are not all equally regular, or perfect; one of the most 
perfect, among British spiders, is that of Cycloaa (JSpeira, Blackw.) 
eonica, Pallas, (pi. iv., fig. 6), while one of the least perfect, 
among all spiders yet known, is that of Hyptiote* cavata, Hentz. 
— a North American species. A curious habit of this spider is 
noted further on. 

The subject of web-spinning is one of the most interesting 
parts of the study of spiders, though a great deal of leisure and 
patience are required to cany out any extended observations 
upon it. It is wonderful to see the great mobility of the 
abdomen, by which the spinners are directed to any desired 
point. The legs, and, especially, the claws at the ends of the 
tarsi, play a very important part here also, enabling the spider to 
stretch, or to tighten its lines, and to gather them up when slack. 
Those spiders possessing Calamistra are further enabled to prepare 
(as before noticed) a peculiarly, flocculent, adhesive web from 
silk drawn out of the extra spinning organ, with which the 
Calamistrum is invariably correlated. The geometric snares 
above described give the name to the great Latreillean group of 
spiders " Orbitelarioe." 

The other great group of snare-spinners is that of the 
" Betitelaria," Latreille. These must also have been frequently 
observed by all, excepting the no-eyed part of mankind; 
their general plan consists of a more or less extended, 
horizontal sheet of thin web with numerous lines above and 
below, crossing and recrossing each other in all directions. The 
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Linyphia take up their station, in an inverted position, under 
this sheet ; other spiders lie in wait at a little distance. 
The snare of a very common Linyphia — L. montana, Clerck. 
— may be seen in any box-bush, yew, or holly hedge 
in our gardens ; it is the most perfect of its kind, 'and^ is 
suspended by the opposed effect of the upper and lower lines, 
being also tightly braced down by vertical lines from the under 
side to the leaves and twigs below. I conclude that most of 
these snares are formed at night, inasmuch as I have frequently 
watched for a considerable period in day-time without ever 
having been able to observe the modus operandi. The snares of 
Theridion, and other allied genera, consist only of irregularly 
intersecting lines; that of the Agelenides is a more compact 
horizontal sheet, and in connection with it is constructed a 
tubular or funnel-shaped retreat, in which the spider lives. The 
most perfect snare of this sort is that of Agelena labyrinthica 
(p. 67). Others of this group, belonging to spiders of the 
genera Tegenaria and Amaurobius, may be seen any day, in the 
angles of unused rooms, outhouses, and cellars. 

Spiders lines may frequently be observed strained across open 
spaces, of sometimes many feet and even yards, in extent. This 
has been explained, by some naturalists, to have been done by 
the help of a current of air carrying the thread across. I can- 
not, of course, say that it never has been thus effected ; though 
I have certainly never myself witnessed it. I have, however, on 
several occasions, seen a spider fix its line, then run down to the 
ground, across the intervening space, and so up the opposite 
side, trailing its line as it went ; and then having hauled in the 
slack, it fixed the line to the desired spot. This I believe to be 
the usual mode of proceeding in such cases. 

The expedition with which, when once set about, spiders con- 
struct their webs, has already been noticed, and it is again 
referred to in the description of Linyphia triangularis (p. 228). 
Other spiders are equally expeditious, and the knowledge of this 
is not without practical utility. A case once occurred in which the 
conviction or acquittal of a prisoner turned upon whether an 
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outhouse door had been fraudulently opened or not. The door 
itself was uninjured, and the prisoner was finally acquitted on 
proof that the keyhole on the morning of its examination was 
found covered with cobwebs; from this the Counsel for the 
defence argued that it could not possibly have been touched 
during the previous night, in which the alleged opening of the 
door had taken place. The def enoe would have fallen through 
at once had it been known that such webs might have been, and 
probably the one in question was, spun in the course of half an 
hour or less. 

The skill and craft of spiders is also very evident in the way in 
which many of them deal with their prey when entangled, or 
otherwise captured. An instance of this is noted (p. 78) in 
respect to Pholcus phalmgioides, which, like some other spiders, 
winds its prey up tightly with silken lines. Another spider, 
Misumena vatia, Clerck., lying in wait in the blooms of flowers, 
seizes the bees and other insects which frequent them. I once 
observed one of these spiders, lying in wait in a rose, capture a 
butterfly (Lyccem phksasj ; which was seized and firmly held by 
the slender pedicle connecting the head and thorax — in fact by 
the neck — the very best point for overpowering it ; on the same 
principle as that on which a bull-dog pins the bull by the nose, 
or a deer-hound the deer by the ear. This mode of seizure has 
also been adopted in all the instances that have come under my 
own observation, whether the prey were a butterfly, a bee, or 
any other insect. 

Although exceedingly voracious, spiders are sometimes (when 
full-grown) able to endure long fasts with impunity. For an 
instance, in my own experience, of an eighteen months' fast, 
during which time the spider appeared to be strong and healthy. 
See Zoologist 1853, p. 3766. Mr. Blackwall (Spid. Great Brit, 
and IreL, p. 5) records a similar instance. 

Spiders Nests and Egg Cocoons. 

Although the two great groups of spiders mentioned above 
are the only ones in which mares are spun to entrap their prey, 
all spifors e&n spin, and numbers form silken linings to holes in 



nmtoDiyowir. wui. 

the earth, or crevices in bark, rocks, walls, and posts ; many 
make silken, tubular or other nests, as well as cocoons of 
various forms for the reception of their eggs. Some of the latter 
are exceedingly pretty objects, those, for instance, of Agroeca 
brunnea, p. 35, pi. ii., fig. 7 a, ajL&A.proxima, p, 36, pi. ii., fig. 7, as 
well as those of Ero thoracica, p. 233, pi. ii., fig. 80, and Theridion 
pattern, p. 92, pi. ii., fig. 8. The egg cocoon of the Lycosidet is either 
globular, or flattened at the poles ; those of the Drassides, and of 
some of the Thommde* are lenticular. The spiders which spin 
tubular retreats are included in the group Tulitelarice, Latreille. # 
The Dysderides and Drassidee belong to this group, while those 
which live in a cylindrical hole excavated in the earth, belong 
to the Latreillean group Territelarw. In this last group are 
included the various species of trap-door spiders, to which we 
have no British representative, more nearly allied than the species 
of Atypm (pp. 2-4, pi. ii., fig. 2). 

Spiders vary greatly in their relative fertility ; and the rarity 
of some species is probably owing to their limited fecundity. 
Some produce a large number of eggs, others fewer ; the cocoon 
of Agroeca brunnea contains about 40 or 50, that of Ero thoracica 
about a dozen, while that of Oonops pidcher is said to contain 
usually no more than two eggs. It is probable, however, that 
the same spider may construct more than one cocoon. 

Gossamer Spiders. 
The use of their silken lines for travelling through the air 
must not be passed over without remark. There is, I suppose, 
no one who has not observed the numerous silken lines, and 
small, white, flocculent, flake-like webs floating in the air- 
especially on a fine day in early autumn. These are almost all 
formed by the young of numerous species of spiders. Whenever 
and wherever they move spiders appear to leave a line or lines 
behind them ; these lines trail along and adhere to every inter- 
vening object, or else float about, higher or lower, according 
to the density of the atmosphere ; hence their common use as 
a local, and generally trustworthy, prognostic of the weather. 
The flake-like form of gossamer is produced by the aggregation 
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of numerous floating lines, and depends upon atmospheric con- 
ditions, being most common in early autumn, and only in very 
fine, settled weather. Both in autumn and spring (particu- 
larly the latter) there appears to be a great restlessness and 
moving about of immature spiders of many kinds, quite 
as difficult to be fully accounted for as the migrations of 
birds. On a bright, and tolerably still, spring morning, 
railings, especially those fencing a causeway across water- 
meadows and swamps (situations peculiarly prolific in spiders), 
,and the parapets of bridges, are often thronged with individuals 
of numerous species, principally of Lycosides and Theridiide* ; 
these may be observed running up and down on the upper railing, 
elevating themselves on tiptoe, thrusting up the abdomen, and, 
with a small muscular effort, jerking themselves off, and float- 
ing away in the breeze on their silken lines, which may often be 
seen issuing from the spinners ; the lines, in the first instance no 
doubt, are propelled from the spinner at the will of the spider, but 
are afterwards further drawn out by the influence of the current of 
air, and when sufficient line has been drawn out to float the 
aeronaut he gives a little jump and sets sail. 

Spiders may sometimes be found adhering to the white flakes 
of web, or flocculi mentioned above, but this is not by any means 
usually the case. 

From the few remarks here made on this part of the subject, 
it will be seen that the popular idea that gossamer is due to a 
particular species of spider called the " gossamer spider " is quite 
erroneous. 

Some other uses of Silken Lines. 
A very convenient use of the silk lines is made by one of our 
commonest " jumping spiders," JEpillemum ecenieum, Clerck. 
This spider is found on perpendicular walls, and always has a 
line trailing behind it from the spinners, and adhering to the 
surface of the wall. The spider in this situation is thus enabled 
to leap from a considerable distance upon its prey, which it could 
not possibly do unless it had a line to bring it back again to the 
perpendicular surfaoe it had left at its spring. Another use 
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of its silken line is made by a species of JEpUira, which I have 
observed to drop down a considerable distance, and with great 
swiftness, upon its prey, from the snare to the ground; im- 
mediately again ascending with the prey in its f alces, by means 
of the line emitted in its descent. 

Commercial use of Spider's Silk. 

It is not probable that any use (in a commercial sense) will 
ever be made of spider's silk; least of all is it probable in 
respect to British spiders. 

The possibility, however, of winding, and weaving spider's * 
silk into articles of commerce is undoubted. Gloves and stock- 
ings were made of it in France as long ago as a hundred and 
fifty years; and quite recently — 1865-1869 — the fact has been 
proved by Dr. Burt G. Wilder, of the Cornell University, Ithaca, 
U.S.A. The carnivorous propensities of spiders are the great 
hindrance to their being reared for the purpose of obtaining 
the silk. 

Are Spiders Venomous? 

Among other reasons why spiders are so much neglected by 
the common run of natural history observers, is the idea that 
their bite is poisonous. This is, I think, certainly not the case 
in respect to any known British spider. I have myself often 
tested the absence of venom in some of our strongest species ; 
and Mr. Blackwall's far more extended experiments some years 
ago— Linn. Trans, xxi., p.p. 31-37 — were attended with a similar 
result. There is, however, good reason to believe that in the 
South of Europe, as well as in the Tropics, and certainly in New 
Zealand, there are some venomous spiders, but these are nofj 
among the larger kinds, and the species are probably few. 

In all cases of bites by spiders — as in the case of bites or 
stings by venomous insects, scorpions, and serpents, the effect 
of course, depends very materially on the immediate condition, 
both of the biter and the patient. 

Although, however, not generally venomous in respect toman- 
kind, the bite of a spider is undoubtedly poisonous when inflicted 
upon its prey, One effect of it is, probably in most cases, , to 
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benumb Of paralyze the insect, which, if not at once devoured, 
remains in a state of insensibility, and available as fresh food 
for some hours, and perhaps for several days. 

Differences between Mature and Immature Spiders. 

A remark should be made on a point upon which every col- 
lector and observer of spiders finds a difficulty almost as soon as 
he begins to study them ; that is how it is to be known whether 
the myriads, often, of spiders met with are adult (i.e., full- 
grown) or not. It will be borne in mind that a spider under- 
goes no metamorphosis at all ; neither complete, as in the case of 
a butterfly or moth, which has arrived at maturity through the 
well-marked stages of caterpillar and chrysalis ; nor incomplete 
as among the Hemiptera (or bug tribes), and the Orthoptera or 
grasshopper group. A spider is a spider, with but very little 
wanting of perfection in its general external appearance, from 
the time of its exclusion from the egg to its maturity. Maturity 
is arrived at simply after several successive moultings of the 
whole skin ; the only outward structural change that takes place 
being at the final moult, when the male spider attains its com- 
plete armature of spines, bristles, and hairs, according to its 
kind, and the last (or digital) joints of the palpi, up to that time 
tumid and homogeneous, break up into the digital joint properly so 
called, and the curious, and more or less complex, congeries of 
lobes, bulbs, and spines — palpal organs — the use of which has been 
before noticed ; the full dimensions of the legs are also some- 
times not attained until the same period. The female spider, at 
her last moult, merely developes the genital aperture, with (in 
those species to which they are peculiar) its external processes, as 
well as its internal structure. Up to this time the aperture 
is invisible, though (like the palpal organs of the male), it has 
been gradually developing beneath the cuticle. 

The pattern of a spider (that is the design formed by its 
colours and markings) differs, in general but very little in 
immaturity and maturity ; excepting that it is usually more dis- 
tinct in the young, and in female examples. Still in some species 
there i» a very striking difference between the colours and mark' 
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inga of the very young spider, and those which it attains after 
one or two changes of skin; Epeira diademata, Ctterk., and Zilla 
x-notata, Ibid., two of our commonest spiders, are conspicuous 
examples of this. Practice, and careful observation only, will 
enable the collector to pronounce, at a glance, upon the species 
of a large proportion of very young spiders; while in some 
groups the most experienced collector is unable to decide, with' 
any certainty, on the species until maturity is attained. 

Difference in Size and Colours ttatween the Male and 
Female Spider. 

Another difficulty in the collector's way is the great difference 
both in size, colours, and pattern between the sexes of many 
spiders. Excepting one spider — Argyroneta aquatica, Olerck. — all 
those found in Great Britain have the female either equal in size, 
or else larger than the male. The difference, however, between 
the sexes is not, in these northern regions carried to the extreme 
limits which are frequently reached in the tropics. The female 
of NepHla chrysogaster, Walck. (an almost universally distributed 
tropical Epe'irid) measures two inches in the length of its body, 
while that of the male scarcely exceeds l-10th of an inch ; and is 
less than 1-1 300th part of her weight. As an instance of great dis- 
parity in size between the sexes of some British spiders, Misumem 
vatta, Clerck., may be mentioned. The colours and markings 
of the sexes differ more frequently than the size ; the spider just 
named being a striking instance of this also. Attention is called to 
these differences, wherever known, in the following descriptions ; 
but in respect to new species, or to those spiders whose sexes are 
not yet both ascertained, experience alone will prove the specific 
identity of some, whose males and females may appear at first 
sight to belong to quite distinct species. It is difficult, not to say 
impossible, to account for very great differences in size between 
the sexes, on any other hypothesis than that of " natural selec- 
tion." Many Epei'rids exemplify this difference in size very strik- 
ingly, among them the spider noted above — NepHla chrysogaster 
— is an extreme instance. It has been proved with respect to one 
of our own commonest Epei'rids — Epeira diademata, Olerck. — and 
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it is probably also an ocoasional habit with many others, that the 
female will attack and Mil, and even devour the male ; now 
it is obvious that in her attempts to catch him, the chance of 
escape will be in proportion to the smallness of his size and his 
activity ; thus the larger the male (it being remembered, of course, 
that the male is always, excepting in rare instances, the 
smaller and weaker of the two) , the greater his risk of being 
destroyed, instead of becoming the progenitor of a future race. 
The smaller males will therefore more commonly be the ones to 
perpetuate themselves ; and so, by a kind of " natural selec- 
tion " this sqx will become gradually less and less in size, until 
that descending limit is reached beyond which the male would 
not be large enough to perform the offices for which it was 
created. That limit certainly seems to have been reached in the 
case of the tropical spider above alluded to. The disparity 
in size between the male and female of Epeira diademata is also 
very great. 

It should be remarked that in measuring spiders the " length" 
is, unless otherwise stated, the length of the cephak-thorax and 
abdomen, exclusive of the f alces. 

Protective resemblance of Spiders to Insects or other 
Objects. 

Another very interesting part of the study of spiders (as 
indeed it is of all the Abtioxtlata) is the way in which some 
species resemble others, belonging often to very widely 
separated groups of this branch of the Animal Kingdom. This 
resemblance has been called " mimicry ;" an unfoitunate term 
as it seems to me, because it appears to imply conscious imita- 
tion, in which, of course, no naturalist (so far as I am aware) 
believes for a moment. The resemblance is sometimes exceed- 
ingly close, and may be called mimetic ; but the more abstract 
phrase, "protective resemblance," expresses all that is really 
understood by the fact, and does not seem to be liable to miscon. 
struction. The resemblance is undoubted, and its protective effect 
has been proved in some cases, and may be assumed in almost 
alL The most striking instance of "resemblance 1 ' known to. 
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me, among British spiders, is that of Micaria mntittans, Oambr. 
(p. 12), found in some abundance in the Isle of Port- 
land. This spider so nearly resembles a large ant, which 
abounds in the same locality, that it requires the second look of 
even a practised eye to be sure whether it be really the 
spider or the ant. The advantage, or "protective effect," 
afforded to the one thus resembling another, is not always 
easy to be understood at once; it may often consist 
in the protection from certain dangers, to which the creature 
resembled is either not liable, or may be specially guarded 
against; thus the ants of Portland, being of a hard and 
horny nature may not be a favourite food for those enemies 
which would find an agreeable morsel in the softer and more 
succulent spider; the latter, therefore, would deceive, and so 
escape such enemies, from its resemblance to the distasteful ants* 
In other cases (and, possibly, also in the one just mentioned) the 
resemblance may give the resembler a chance of obtaining its 
prey more easily. Thus, in the South of Africa there is (in 
Caffraria) a spider resembling an ant even more closely than the 
Portland species ; the habit of this ant is to feed on the honey- 
dew along with multitudes of insects of other orders; these 
latter have no dread nor suspicion of the ants, which, in fact, 
have a common object in view, and do the other insects no harm ; 
but then, under cover of a close resemblance to the ants, come the 
spiders, who, unsuspected and unresisted, regale themselves at 
their leisure upon the defenoeless insects.* 

Akin to this kind of resemblance, is that which many spiders 
bear to various other objects, such as the buds and blossoms of 
plants, bits of lichen, small stones, and even the droppings of 
birds; also to the colour of the surrounding surface, whether 
of the ground, or of the bark of trees, or of walls ; or to the 
tints of the leaves of trees and plants, and the petals of flowers* 
Hisumena vatia (before noticed) is an example of this kind of 
resemblance. I find this spider very commonly in the blooms 

* This interesting fact has been kindly communicated to me, together 
with specimens of the spider and ant in question, by an enthusiastic 
naturalist and colonist in South Africa, Mr. J. P. Mansel-Weale. 
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of the great mullein — Verbascum thapsus — to which the pale 
yellowish hues of the spider are well suited for its concealment 
in the yellow blossoms. An allied spider — Thomtsus onustus, 
Walck. — found here, and in the neighbourhood of Wokingham, 
on the heather blooms, and upon some other pink flowers, is 
beautifully tinted with pink, chiefly in its younger and feebler 
stages. The Eev. C. W. Penny (of Wellington College, Woking- 
ham) tells me that he has found examples of this spider on 
yellowish blossoms, and that these examples are generally of a 
yellowish hue, quite devoid of the pink colour of those found on 
pink blooms. I am inclined to think that this is not invariable, 
inasmuch as I have found here the more mature examples (which 
are generally devoid of pink colouring) also on the pink heather 
blooms. The protective resemblance of colour would not be so 
necessary, in the above instance, for the protection of the 
more mature as for that of the younger spiders, and there- 
fore we might expect to And the former on flowers of any 
colour growing where the spiders are found; while I have 
certainly only met with the younger, pink-coloured spiders, 
on the pink heather blossoms. Another Thomisid — Xysticus 
8abulo8U8) Hahn. — so exactly resembles both in form and colour 
the little bits of grey, yellowish, black and red-brown mottled 
stone found on the bare patches where turf has been pared off 
on our heaths, that until the spider moves it is almost impossible 
to detect it. Lycosa herbtgrada, Black w., a grey spider marked 
with black and brown markings, is another instance of exact 
adaptation to the grey sandy heaths where it occurs; while 
Philodromm fallax, Sund., is equally well concealed by the perfect 
adaptation of its colouring to the dull yellowish sandy spots 
where alone it is met with. One of our common Epeirids 
—the beautiful JSpetra cucurbitina, Clerck. — found on rose and 
ofter bushes, in gardens and woods, is of a clear, bright, 
green colour, with a brightish red spot at the hinder 
extremity of the abdomen ; this spider, when (as it often does) 
it sits tucked up between the green shoot and the axil of the 
leaf, looks exactly like a young bud just ready to burst. 
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Another Bpider, abundant in many marshy places in the South 
of England — Tihellm oblongus, Walck. — has an elongated-oral 
body with longish legs, and is of a uniform dull yellowish hue ; 
it is an exceedingly active spider, and when running in autumn 
among the dull yellowish, decaying, coarse grass and rushes, looks 
much larger than it really is ; all of a sudden you lose sight of 
it, and unless you axe aware of its habit you are puzzled as to 
what can of become of it, and are going to give it up as lost ; 
but there it is close to you, stretched out at full length along the 
exactly similarly coloured stem of grass or rush, with its first 
and second pairs of legs put forward in a straight line, and its 
third and fourth pairs stretched in the same way backwards, so 
as to be scarcely distinguishable from the stem itself. In spring 
and summer Tetragnatha externa, Linn., a greenish spider, con- 
ceals itself in the same way along the green stems of grass 
and rushes. Many other instances might be given, but these 
are sufficient here to call attention to this most interesting part 
of the study of spiders. 

Enemies of Spiders. 

Spiders, formed for the destruction of others, have yet them- 
selves many enemies. They prey upon each other, as well as 
upon all the insect tribes, and on other Arachnids. Numbers are 
also destroyed in the young state by the Phalangidee or " Harvest- 
men." The large black and red ant of our woods — Formica rufa 
— also destroys them so completely, that in those localities thickly 
inhabited by the ant, I have generally found it almost useless 
to search for spiders. Wasps and hornets also devour them ; as 
as well as do birds, lizards, and other reptiles, and probably 
many of the smaller mammalia. Some others of the Hymenop- 
terous insects prey, parasitically, upon spiders. For instance, 
Pompilus sepicola, F. Smith — a large, black and red, wasp-like 
insect — seizes some of our largest spiders— such as Trochosa ruri- 
oola, De Geer, and T. terrtcola, Thor. — paralyzes them with its sting, 
leaving them, however, still living, drags them by main force to its 
hole in the sand, and deposits its eggs in the spider's body ; the 
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larva soonhatch, and the spider in its comatose state affords them 
constantly fresh food, and in sufficient abundance to bring 
them to a state of maturity. Other smaller parasitic Hymen- 
optera deposit their eggs in the egg-cocoons of spiders; the 
larvse feeding upon the eggs of the latter. An apodous 
(probably hymenopterous) parasitic larva is often found adher- 
ing to the abdomen of several species of Theridion and Liny- 
phia. I have found it of even a larger size than the spider 
itself, but still adhering to its abdomen. Every attempt to rear 
the perfect insect from the parasite has hitherto failed. The 
spider does not usually appear to be much the worse for its 
hanger-on, though, no doubt, it must eventually be destroyed by 
it. 

Spiders frequently lose their limbs in battle, but these losses 
are made up for by the power of reproducing the lost member ; 
they have also the power, when held by the leg, of throwing off a 
joint, or even the whole limb, by means of a violent muscular 
effort ; and thus often effect their escape ; judging, no doubt, 
that " it is better to lose some than all." 

Drought, as well as excess of wet, but more especially the 
former, and unseasonable weather of all kinds, have a strong 
effect in reducing the numbers of many spiders. Some species, 
found in marshy places, are so susceptible of injury from lack of 
moisture, that they cannot be carried alive in a chip-box for 
more than an hour or two, unless a small portion of damp moss 
be placed with them in the box. Others, on the contrary, appear 
to thrive best on the most arid spots, and in the hottest sun. As 
a rule, however, spiders are " thirsty souls," constantly requiring 
water to drink. Doubtless they imbibe the dew drops when other 
sources of moisture fail. 

Affection of Spiders for their Eggs and Young. 

Great attachment is shown for their young by many spiders. 
Some species of Clubtona, perhaps all of them, tend upon their 
young, brooding over them as a hen does over her chickens, 



INTRODUCTION. 



xxxiii. 



until they are old enough to separate and find their own living. 
The young of Atypus piceus (p. 2) live with their mother in their 
tubular abode, for a considerable time after they are hatched ; 
coming out at times for air and exercise, and fed by insects 
brought into the tube by their parent. At least, so I conclude, 
from having found the ctebris of beetles and earwigs in the tube 
along with the young brood of spiders. Many (probably all) of 
the LycoBtdes show great affection for their egg cocoons, which 
they bear about attached to the spinners ; and, if deprived of 
them, search anxiously about, eagerly seizing the cocoon when 
found, and again and again doing so if it be repeatedly taken from 
them. These spiders also carry their young on their backs, until 
old enough to shift for themselves. A mishapen, fluffy-looking 
little brownish lump may often be seen running about among 
the grass and herbage ; but, on an attempt to take hold of it, 
suddenly the lump breaks up into scores of minute spiders, which 
hastily disperse in all directions; the now shrunken mother 
remaining quietly until the panic, is over and her brood again 
gathered round her. A pretty little Theridion, T. bimaculatum, 
Linn. (p. 91), likewise carries its egg-cocoon about, suspended 
between the legs, and only relinquishes it when force is used, 
regaining it quickly, if possible. Although in many, perhaps 
most, instances the males and females live separate lives, yet in 
some cases they live amicably together — for instance, the two 
sexes of Agelena labyrinthica (p. 67, pi. i., fig. 1) may be found 
in great amity together in their tubular retreat. So also those 
of Meta segmentate*, Clk., Ztnyphia margtnata, Glk., and others, 
inhabit the same web when adult. 



Duration of a Spider's Life. 

The length of life among spiders is evidently very varied. It 
is probable that some species arrive at maturity in a few weeks 
after being hatched ; others, particularly those which hybernate 
during the winter months, require a very much longer period — 
±n some cases perhaps more than a year ; and it is probable also 
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that, as a rule, the life of a spider soon closes when its eggs are 
laid, or its young hatched and able to shift for themselves. In 
most cases the males disappear very quickly after the impregna- 
tion of the females ; but without a doubt some of our house- 
spiders — as Tegenaria and Amaurohius — will, under favourable 
circumstances, live for more than one season, perhaps for even 
several years. Mr. Blackwall states (Spid. Great Brit and Irel., 
p. 8) that Tegenaria emits, and Segestria senoculata have been 
proved to live for four years. The subject, however, of the 
duration of life among spiders is involved in much obscurity, 
owing to the difficulty of making any trustworthy observations 
upon it. 

Classification of Spiders. 

This portion of the subject must not be passed over, though 
it cannot be gone into at any great length. 

One of the first things that a Natural History collector desires 
to know something about is, how to arrange scientifically the objects 
of his study. Now, in respect to spiders, there is, of course, the 
same basis of classification, as there is in regard to every other 
Natural group. Form, structure, colours, and markings, and, in a 
lesser degree, size, are the chief characters upon which all classifica- 
tion is based. The true spiders — Araneidca — form a remarkably 
homogeneous group of the Great Branch of the Animal Kingdom 
— Articulata ; and constitute one out of the seven orders of the 
class Arachnida. 

The basis of the classification of spiders has already been 
touched upon, in defining what a spider is, and in distinguishing 
it as well from insects, as from the members of the collateral 
orders — Acaridea, Phalangidea, and Sco'tpionidea. It will suffice, 
therefore, to diagnose shortly the Arachnida generally, and the 
order Araneidea, which we are at present treating upon. 
Perhaps the following diagram will be useful, as giving a 
general idea of the whole subject : — 
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Annelida or Anarthropoda. 


Class II. 


Condylopoda or 
Arthropoda. 


: ijlnsecta. ILMyriapoda. 


Ill J ARACHNID A. 


IV. Crustacea. 



II I I 

Orders : L Acaridea. ii. Fycnogonldea. iii. Phalangidea. iv. Solpugidea. 
v. Scorpionidea. vi Thelyphonidea. vii. ARANEIDEA. 

Aracknxda. — Not subject to metamorphosis, but developed by 
successive moultings of the skin. Organs of locomotion, 
eight. Body, in general, divided into two principal parts, 
Cephalo-thorax and Abdomen; in some groups the abdomen is 
divided into more or less distinct segments, but in such cases no 
organs of locomotion are ever attached to them. Respiration 
(where distinct organs exist) is either tracheal, sac-tracheal, or 
the two co-existent. 

Coming now at once to the order Aeanetdea, we have the two 
parts of the body, Cephalo-thorax and Abdomen, always quite 
distinct from each other. The former, by its converging 
lateral indentations, shows unmistakeable traces of pristine 
segmentation ; the latter, occasionally showing the same by 
transverse folds in the integment near the posterior extremity ; 
excepting in these respects the cuticle of both is continuous. 
Palpi, in males, used in copulation ; and especially developed, at 
their terminal joint, for that purpose; in females the palpi are 
simple, and generally terminate with a single claw. Legs always 
furnished with two, or three, terminal tarsal claws. Respiration, 
both tracheal and sac-tracheal. 

By the above characters spiders are at once separated from all 
other Arachnids, as well as from Insects, Myriapods, and Crusta- 
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The first subdivision of the Araneidea, necessary to be noted 
here, is into Families. By some authors a previous subdivision is 
made into Suborders ; but, whatever scientific truth there may be in 
Suborders generally, the whole group of spiders is too homogeneous, 
practically, to need it, or, perhaps, indeed to admit, scientifically 
speaking, of such a primary subdivision. Mr. Blackwall divided 
the Araneidea into three Tribes. One ( OctonoculinaJ characterized 
by possessing eight eyes ; another fSenoculinaJ having six eyes ; 
the third (Binoculina) with two eyes. But, although this sub- 
division may seem to possess a certain amount of practical 
convenience, it sets at defiance almost all the other categories 
of generic characters ; bringing together spiders widely different 
in every other respect excepting in the mere number of 
the eyes; and separating as widely other spiders of close 
and undoubted affinity to each other, differing only in that 
number. Equally untenable, as a basis of scientific classification, 
although of very great interest, are the different kinds of snares, 
upon which Latreille (followed since by others) based his 
subordinal groups, some of which, Orbitelarm and Betitelarice, 
have already been noticed. 

Passing over, then, such primary groups as those above men- . 
tioned, Families are characterized according to various modifica- 
tions of general form, as well as by some few common, but 
peculiar, structural details, occasionally supplemented by habits 
and modes of life. Next to Families come the Genera. These 
are groups, characterized by the ultimate details of the structure 
of various parts, including the form and relative dimensions of 
the Oephalo-thorax and Abdomen, Legs, Maxillae, and Labium ; 
sometimes also of the Falces ; more rarely the armature of the 
legs ; and, always, the number, relative size, and position of the 
eyes. 

There is hardly any need to remark that, although it is usually 
implied (and most commonly it is the fact) that a Family is a group 
of Genera ; just as a Genus is a group of Species ; yet a Family, 
a Genus, and a Species may be (and have often been, among 
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exotic spiders) based upon a single individual ; for, after all, the 
" individual" whether it be a spider or any other living creature, 
is the sole reality in nature ; and necessarily possesses in itself 
all the characters upon which classification is based, be they 
Family, Generic, or Specific. The names, therefore, given to the 
various groups or divisions recognised in classification, are 
merely convenient abstractions denoting the different relations of 
individuals, or groups of individuals, to each other. 

The specific characters, or those by which Species are 
characterized, now only remain to be noted. They are 
those of size and colour, and the pattern formed by its 
distribution; also slight differences in the relative sizes and 
position of the eyes ; the height and form of the clypeus ; - 
as well as the relative length of the legs, and their 
special armature. In some groups of spiders the comparative 
length, breadth, and depth of the cephalo-thorax is a valuable 
specific character ; so are also its normal indentations, as well 
as the striae and punctures when present. In all adult 
male spiders the palpi (especially the projections or apophyses, 
when present, on the different joints) and the palpal organs, 
by their varying structure, afford the most trustworthy of all 
characters for distinguishing species, even when in other 
respects the differences may be exceedingly slight ; and in almost 
all female spiders (when adult) the form and structure of the 
genital aperture give us some of the best characters for distin- 
guishing the species, in that sex, of nearly allied spiders. 

Species, then, are groups of individuals, in each of which the 
above characters called specific come together. Occasionally, how- 
ever, individuals are found in which all the specific characters 
meet, excepting one or two of the least value, such as size and 
colour, and occasionally pattern. These constitute varieties. 

The subject of classification, being practically exemplified in 
each of the ensuing descriptions of spiders, need not be further 
gone into here. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Mode of Capture, and Preservation. 

Our Introductory Chapter on Spiders would scarcely be com- 
plete without a few words on this subject. 

The study of spiders is, peculiarly suited to persons of 
a sedentary habit, or to those who may love natural history pur- 
suits, but do not desire to form a collection. In this respect the 
observing of spiders possesses an advantage over the observation 
of the insect tribes in general, inasmuch as spiders are more 
atationary, and when found out in their hole, corner, or web, do 
not escape observation by flight ; but require only patience in 
the observer to unfold much of their history and economy. The 
Collector often debars himself from the discovery of many a fact 
in the habits and life of the object of his search, by anxiety to 
add to his collection, and fear lest the specimen should escape. 
Still there are many points that can only be ascertained by a 
close study and examination of the object itself ; and, especially 
in regard to spiders, the scrutiny of those often minute, but 
important, structural and other characters upon which the deter- 
mination of their species and systematic position depend is 
imperative, and hence it is absolutely necessary both to capture, 
and to preserve specimens. 

Probably the difficulty of making pretty cabinet objects of 
spiders has, in some measure, hindered their being studied and 
collected as commonly as the insect orders. But, premising here 
that this difficulty can be, in a great degree, overcome, it will 
be well to say a word first about their capture (on the well- 
known principle of " First catch your hare.") 

First then it ought to be an axiom with the spider-collector 
never to handle a spider with the fingers if it can possibly be 
avoided ; because they can scarcely be handled without great 
danger of breaking off the legs, or destroying the hairs, bristles f 
and spines with which most of them are more or less furnished. 
To break off these is to deprive oneself of one of the best 
characters for the determination of the spider ; not to mention 
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that the colours and markings often depend on the hairs, and 
hairy pubescence with which the cephalo-thorax and abdomen 
are frequently clothed, and which always show sad traces of 
destruction after contact with the fingers. The only spiders that 
may be caught without much danger of injury in this way are 
the very minute ones (especially of the genera Neri'ine and 
WalckenaSraJ upon which the wetted forefinger may be lightly 
placed ; the moisture causes them to adhere to the finger long 
enough for immersion in the small phial of spirit of wine carried 
in the waistcoat pocket. Spiders may be boxed (separately of 
course) in small pill boxes; a drop of chloroform stupifies them, 
and they can then be examined, and rejected if not wanted, or 
at once placed in the spirit phial, if required for the collection ; 
but the most convenient method of capturing a spider is to place 
over it an empty test tube (one of £ to £ of an inch in diameter and 3 
inches long is a good general size for most British spiders) ; the 
spider instantly runs up the tube (or may be made to do so), the 
fore-finger than closes the mouth temporarily, and on inversion of 
the tube over the open mouth of the spirit phial, the spider drops 
down at once, and the matter is concluded. Ordinary methylated 
spirit is the best fluid for both killing and preserving spiders ; 
but for the latter purpose (as the spirit is usually about 50 or 60 
degrees above proof) it should be diluted with about one-fifth 
or one-sixth part of distilled water, otherwise it is apt, after a 
-time, to corrugate the integument of small and delicate spiders. 

Those spiders which are found running or jumping about on 
the ground, or on walls or trunks of trees can be easily caught 
thus, by means of a test tube, with a very little practice ; for 
others, which frequent low herbage, a sweeping net (such as 
those used by Entomologists) must be employed ; and for those 
which live on bushes or boughs of trees, there is nothing better 
than a very large umbrella into which the boughs may be beaten ; 
and, whether in the net or umbrella, the pill-box or tube will have 
to be employed for the transfer of the spiders to the spirit bottle. 
"When the day's collecting is done the contents of this bottle 
must be separated into tubes of different sizes, according to 
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their genera and species. This can most conveniently be done 
by turning out the whole contents of the bottle into the coyer of 
a potted-meat pot, or into a saucer. The spiders should then 
be separated and placed in the tubes by means of a pair of very 
fine-pointed and elastic forceps, each spider being taken up by a 
single leg ; the tube is then filled up with clean spirit, a plodget 
of cotton wool is placed firmly in its mouth with the forceps, 
together with a small parchment label on which (if the label 
be large enough) the name of the spider is written; or else 
a number is inserted in figures, referring to a note book 
wherein notes of locality or habits, &c, are written. The tube 
thus filled and stopped is then placed, in an inverted position, in 
a larger, wide-mouthed bottle, capable of holding several species, 
or perhaps a whole genus ; this wide-mouthed bottle is partly 
filled with spirit, corked, or stopped with a glass stopper, and 
has a large label outside on which the name of the genus, and 
species, or perhaps merely the number of the tube may be placed, 
so as to show its contents and facilitate reference. A larger 
pair of forceps, with broad flattened points, is necessary for 
placing the tubes in the bottle, and for taking them out when 
the spiders are required for examination. 

Spiders preserved after the above method are certainly not 
objects of beauty, like a collection of moths or butterflies ; for 
though the colours and markings are usually well enough pre- 
served the legs are often crumpled up a good deal. To the 
" Goodness gracious" sort of naturalists they are by no means 
acceptable. The only remark my collection elicited from one of 
this kind was, " What a lot of bottles ! " A little extra trouble, 
however, in the preparation of a spider will render it worth 
noticing even by indifferent persons. When stupified with 
chloroform or killed by a short immersion in spirit, the spider 
should be placed on a piece of cork fixed to a thin layer of lead ; 
a few pins at various points (not through the spider, but between 
the legs and outside the body) will keep it in a natural position ; 
the whole is then placed in a clean, empty jar or basin (a pre- 
served-meat pot is one of the best receptacles I know of), 
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sufficient spirit is poured in to immerse the spider, and the cover 
is put on. In a fortnight or so the action of the spirit Trill, if it 
be pretty strong, have stiffened the specimen, which must then 
be placed carefully in a tube sufficiently large to receive it with, 
out too much compression of the legs ; a small strip of white 
card should be slipped in behind it, the tube be filled with spirit 
and corked (or, better still, stopped with a plodget of cotton 
wool) and inverted in a larger bottle, as recommended above. 
The spider's name may also be written on paper or parchment, 
and inserted in the tube. Prepared this way, and ranged on 
narrow shelves, the spiders may be seen without removing the 
tubes from the bottles, and present a very neat and sightly 
appearance even to the most indifferent observer. 

Where to Look for Spiders. 

The places in which spiders are to be found may be gathered 
from the numerous references to localities and habitat in the 
following pages. It need only, therefore, be remarked here that 
no situation, wet or dry, high or low, should be left unsearched. 
In the winter and spring months moss and debris of all kinds, * 
such as heaps of grass, cut rushes, fern, dead leaves, brush-wood, 
and decaying faggots, should be carefully searched, shaking out 
these various materials upon a newspaper, when many a rare 
species of Neriene or Walckenaera, as well as some kinds of 
Dramdes and others, seldom met with elsewhere, will be found. 
As spring advances and summer comes on, spiders, as a rule y 
leave their winter haunts and get up upon the bushes and trees, 
and among rushes, grass, and other herbage of all kinds, when the 
sweeping net and umbrella, as above recommended, will come 
into requisition. At all times of the year spiders conceal them- 
selves under stones, logs of wood, old bark, ivy stems, and other such 
shelter ; while many species, especially the adult males, may be 
found running upon the surface of the ground, disporting them- 
selves on walls, tree trunks, posts, and rails, or running on the 
uppermost bar of iron fencing. Old buildings, cellars, and 
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unused rooms are also the habitat of some peculiar species. In 
fact, wherever insect-life can penetrate, spiders of one kind or 
another are sure to be found; and, as in all other Natural 
History pursuits, the keenest eye, the most dexterous fingers, 
and the most unwearied toil and patience, will bring the greatest 
number of rarities to the Araneologist. 



CLASS— AEACHNIDA. 
Order — Araneidba (or True Spiders). 
FAMILY— THEKAPHOSIDES 



HE only British representatives of this family are 
rather aberrant from the general type ; still it will not 
be out of place to give some few details of it including, 
as it does, the Giants of the Spider Tribes, as well as some others 
(notably the Trap-door Spider) of very great interest. Almost 
all are either " tropical " or " subtropical." They are generally 
of robust build, more or less covered with coarse hairs and 
pubescence, and of an uniform dull hue. "With one exception, 
they have eight eyes ; these are grouped, in general, on a some- 
what raised tuberculif orm plateau on the fore part of the caput. 
The f aloes are articulated horizontally, and have a vertical, or up- 
and-down movement. The cephalo-thorax is broad, but usually 
flattened above, with very strongly marked converging indenta- 
tions, especially that at the thoracic junction. The abdomen has, 
on its under side, a quadrangle of more or less bare, roundish, 
patches, two on either side towards the fore extremity ; each of 
these patches has a transverse slit or opening behind it, forming 
the entrance to the spiracular, or breathing organs. The spinners 
are four or six in number, and frequently two of them are 
of extra length, turning upwards and backwards over the hinder 
parts of the abdomen. Examples of this family occur in South 
America, reaching the great expanse of ten inches from tip to 
tip of the outstretched legs ; the body itself (that is, the cephalo- 
thorax and abdomen) measuring three inches in length. 
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GENUS ATYPUS, Latreille. 

The genus Atypus may be known at once by the enormous 
development of the f alces. The caput is greatly elevated, while 
the thoracic portion is depressed. The eyes are seated trans- 
versely in three groups on a small prominence at the summit of 
the caput; the central group consists of two eyes in a transverse line, 
and has another on each side of it, consisting of three, in the form 
of a small triangle. The maxillro are considerably elongated 
and divergent, the labium small and subcorneal. The abdomen 
is small, almost semi-globular, and the spinners are six in 
number ; the superior pair of these are much the longest, very 
strong, three-jointed, and upturned. Digital joint of male 
palpus narrow, and scarcely concave ; papal organs simple. 

Three speqies only are as yet known in Great Britain. All 
these have been found in Dorsetshire, and may be included 
among our larger spiders. Legs, 4.1.2.3. 

ATYPUS PICEUS. 

Abaxea picea, Suher.f Gesch., d., Ins., p. 254, tab. xxx., 
fig. 2, 

Atyptxs Stjlzebi, Zatr., Blackw., Spiders of Great Britain and 
Ireland, p. 14, pi. 1, fig. 1. 
„ affinis, Eichw, Cambr., Trans., Linn, Soc. xxx., p. 320. 
„ piceus, Suh., Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. B[., a. 4, xvi., p. 

238, pi. viii., fig. 2, and s. 5 i, p. 106. 

Two adult males of this spider were found at Bloxworth 
about twenty years ago, and remained, until very lately, 
the sole representatives of that sex found in Great Britain^ 
The deep black and brown colour of the male, and the for- 
midable and powerful f alces of both sexes, make it a very 
striking spider. AiyjLV* is the only genus of the family found 
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in these northern parts of Europe ; the curious trap-door nests, . 
so popular in all works upon insect-architecture, belong to two 
other genera — Nemesia and Cteniza — possessing numerous repre- 
sentatives in the South of Europe. 

The present spider forms a silken tube in a deep cylindrical 
hole in the earth, of its own excavation, and generally near the 
projecting ledge of a grass-grown or heathy bank. The uppe* 
end of the tube, to the length of two inches, of ten hangs over loosely 
on the surface, but sometimes it is erect among the herbage, and 
has an inflated appearance ; this last is generally a sure sign 
that the owner is at home. No aperture is discernible ; this may 
be either from the extremity possessing a kind of elasticity by' 
which the mouth of the tube closes of its own accord, after the 
entrance or exit of the inhabitant ; or perhaps the mouth is 
secured by the spider after entering the tube, and spinning itself up 
in the same way that the tube is formed ; this closing operation 
would take but a few minutes, judging at least from the effects 
I have observed of a very few moments 1 use of their spinners in 
confinement. 

Monsieur Eugene Simon (of Paris) considers that the food of 
this spider (which is abundant in France) consists mainly, if not 
wholly, of earthworms ; nests, however, of the female, found in 
tolerable plenty near Yentnor, in the Isle of Wight, contained a 
considerable quantity of the shells, and other remains, of beetles 
and earwigs. Although found in other, and widely distant, parts 
of England, Atypus piceus must be considered a rare and local 
spider. Since writing the above I have discovered a strong 
colony of this spider under a heathy ledge on Bloxworth Heath. 

The male measures about one-third of an inch in length ; its 
falces and cephalo-thorax are deep black-brown ; the legs and 
palpi dark brown, the former paler at their extremities; the 
abdomen is dark brown, with a large, nearly black, oblong-oval 
coriaceous patch at the fore-part of the upper side. The female 
measures half an inch or more in length, and has the cephalo- 
thorax and falces of a brownish olive, and the abdomen of a 
somewhat purplish brown colour. 
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ATYPUS BLACKWALLII, 

A.TYPU8 Blackwallii, Sim., Oambr., Ann., and Mag. N. H., 
Octr., 1875, s. 4, vol. xvi., p. 241. 

This species is nearly allied to the foregoing, and closely 
resembles it in general form, size, and colours. It may be 
distinguished, among other characters, by the crushed-in appear- 
ance of the falces at their base on the inner sides. Two British 
examples only have been recorded, and one of these was found 
by myself at Portland, near Pennsylvania Castle, some years ago. 
The above examples have been examined and determined by 
M. Simon ; I must, however, confess to some doubt in regard 
to the goodness of the species, or at any rate in respect to the 
identity of these examples with the French types. 

ATYPUS BECKII, 

Atypus beokh, Cambr., Ann, and Mag., N. H., s. 4, vol. xvi., 
p. 242, pi. viii., fig. 1. 

A female of this spider, which is very like A.piceus, Sulz., in its 
general appearance and colours, was found some years ago at 
Portland, near Pennsylvania Castle. It may be distinguished by 
its rather larger size, as well as by the more abrupt slope of 
the hinder part of the caput, and by the eyes forming a longer 
and rather narrower transverse area, on a rather more projecting 
and more pointed prominence. An adult male, presenting much 
more strongly-marked differential characters than the female, 
was given to me by the late Mr. Richard Beck (of 31, Cornhill, 
London), by whom it was found near Hastings. 

It is not improbable that this spider will be found eventually 
to be identical with A. picem Ausserer, a spider which I have not 
yet had an opportunity of examining. 



FAMILY— DYSDEKIDES. 



US family, comprising five genera, may be easily dis- 
tinguished among our known indigenous British spiders, 
as (excepting one other spider, Scytodes thoraeica Latr., of 
great rarity the sole possessors of six eyes; and alsoby the possession 
of four spiracular openings ; the position of these openings is, how- 
ever, rather different from that of the last family, in which the two 
on each side are widely separated from each other, while here they 
are close together near the fore extremity of the under side of the 
abdomen. The f alces are articulated either on an inclined plane^ 
or vertically, and have a more or less lateral (or from side to 
side) movement. This lateral movement is indeed, so far as is 
known, the mode of articulation of the falces all the Araneidea, 
excepting some of the present family, and the Theraphosides. 
The digital joint of the male palpus, and the palpal organs, 
strongly resemble, in their general character, those of the Thera- 
phosides. 




GENUS DYSDEEA, Latr. DYSDEEA, Blaciw. (in part). 

This genus comprises but two species as yet known to be British, 
both of them occurring in this county. They are among our 
largest spiders, and may be known at once by their dark reddish 
liver-coloured cephalo-thorax, prominent falces, dull reddish 
orange-yellow legs, and uniformly dull clay-yellow, somewhat 
cylindrical, abdomen, almost destitute of hairs. The eyes are six 
in number, disposed, close to the fore extremity of the caput, in 
the form of a horse-shoe, whose open side is in front. Each 
tarsus ends with two curved claws, 
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DYSDERA CAMBRIDGIT, 
Dysdera cAMBEiDon, Thorett, Syn. Eur. Spid., p. 455. 

Dysdera erythbina, Black w., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 370, pi. xviii, fig. 266. 
This spider is found, but rarely, in old buildings, among damp 
moss, and at the roots of heatherat Bloxworth, but is very abundant 
near Pennsylvania Castle, Portland, under stones and detached 
pieces of rock; in such situations, as well as in cracks and 
crevices of the earth, it dwells, and spins a thin silken tube. 
The length of the female is very nearly or quite half an inch, 
while the male is rather smaller. Legs, 1.4.2.3. 

DYSDERA CROCOTA. 

Dysdeba crocota, C. Koch, Die Arachn. V., p. 81, pi. 166, 
fig. 392-394. 

„ eubictjnda, Black w,, Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 371. 
pi. xviii., fig. 268. 

Very nearly allied to D. Cambridgii, which it resembles closely 
in colours, but is usually rather larger ; the f alces of the male 
are stronger, and the form of the palpal organs is different ; in 
the present species they terminate with a prominence on either 
side, forming an obliquely-transverse portion, which is entirely 
wanting in D. Cambridgii ; the basal portion is also of a much 
more globular form. 

-Found occasionally in the Island of Portland under stones ; 
and once in an old building at Bloxworth. 

GENUS HAEPACTES, Templeton. DYSDERA, Bl. (in part). 

JSarpactes is very nearly allied to Dysdera, but may be dis- 
tinguished by a more pointed caput, and three, instead of two, 
terminal tarsal claws ; the eyes also form nearly an unbroken 
circle, owing to the near proximity to each other, of the two 
foremost ones. One species only is known in Britain, and that 
one is frequent in Dorsetshire. Legs, 1.4.2,3. 
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HARPACTES HOMBKRGII. 

Dysdeba hombergh, Seop., Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and 

Irel., p. 371, pi. xxviii, fig. 268. 

A common spider, in most localities, underneath the loose and 
decaying bark of trees, under stones, and among old faggots 
and firewood. I have also found it not unfrequently among 
moss and grass, and at the roots of heather at Bloxworth. It is 
of a slender and attenuated form ; its legs are yellowish brown, 
simulated with red brown; the cephalo- thorax dark blackish 
red-brown, and the abdomen of a dull brownish clay-colour, 
paler just above the spinners. The length of the female is 
about one-fourth of an inch, and the male is rather smaller and 
slenderer. 

GENUS SEGESTEIA, Latr. 

The Genus Segestria maybe distinguished from both Dy sclera 
and JTarpactes by a totally different position of its six eyes ; 
these are here placed in three groups : one pair (in a transverse 
line) in the centre, and another pair (in a longitudinal line) on 
each side, at a little distance from the central group. The 
terminal tarsal claws are three in number. Legs, 1.2.4.3. Three 
species are known as British, two only being found in Dorset- 
shire. 

SEGESTRIA SENOCULATA, 

Segestbia senoctjlata, Linn. ; Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 374, pL xxviii., fig. 270. 

This fine spider is found under stones at Portland, and also 
at Bloxworth, and in many other localities, under loose bark, 
enclosed in a thin tubular web. I have also found it snugly 
domiciled between the hinder part of a gate and the post, 
when the gate had not been opened for some little time. It 
may easily be known by the back of the abdomen bearing a 
resemblance in its markings to the back of an adder, being 



8 



ornamented with a longitudinal series of connected, irregularly- 
diamond-shaped, blackish patches on a greyish buff ground. 
The remainder of the upper surface, together with the sides 
and undersides, are also generally marked and spotted with dark 
blackish brown. The palpal organs of the male are of a 
simple pyriform shape, attached to the digital joint by the larger 
or bulbous end, and drawn out gradually into a very fine, sharp, 
simple point at the other end. The length of the female often 
reaches nearly half an inch, but the male is much smaller and the 
relative length of its legs differs from that of the female, being 
1.2.3.4., those of the third pair are very slightly longer than the 
fourth, and the metatarsi and tarsi of the two first pairs are curved 
throughout with spines. 

SEGESTRIA BAVARICA. 

Segestbia bavabioa, C. Koch, Die Arachn, vol. x, p. 93, pi* 
351, fig. 818, and Westr. Arane© Suec, p. 298. 

This spider is exceedingly like S. senoculata ; it is, however, 
larger— the male measuring 3$ lines in length, and the female 
5f lines. Among the distinguishing characters the following will 
serve to separate it without difficulty. 

The cephalo-thorax is much more densely clothed with short 
grey hairy pubescence, and the abdomen also is more thickly 
clothed with grey hairs, considerably obscuring their colours and 
markings. 

The spines on the metatarsi of the first three pairs of legs 
are much fewer ; a single spine only, beneath the posterior 
extremity of those of the first and second pairs. 

The radial joint of the male palpus is less stout, though 
perhaps a trifle longer in proportion to the length of the 
cubital. 

The palpal bulb is of the same general pear-shape, but 
whereas in S. senoculata the bulb goes off very gradually into a 
long slender stem, whose extremity is curved and almost hair- 
like, in & Bavarica it goes off rather abruptly into the stem 
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which is also shorter, less attenuated, its extremity 
stouter, and less curved, and also, close to its termination, there 
is a small prominent sharp point, giving it a bifid appearance. 

This fine addition to our list of British Spiders was kindly 
sent to me from Glanvilles Wootton by Mr. C. W. Dale, in 
October, 1877 ; this is, therefore, its first record as a British 
spider. Probably its similarity to 8. senoculata may have caused 
it to be mistaken for that species, and thus to have been 
hitherto overlooked. 

GENUS OONOPS, Templeton. 

The Genus Oonops (as its name suggests) may be known by 
its large egg-shaped eyes. These are closely grouped in 
three pairs, as in Segestrta, but the pairs are all con- 
tiguous to each other, instead of being (as in that Genus) 
pretty widely separated. The legs are moderately long and 
slender — 4.1.2.3. The spiracular openings in the typical 
species are very difficult to be seen. M. Simon has indeed ques- 
tioned whether it possesses more than two. I believe that I 
can discern four, but if it should prove to be the case that there 
are only two, the Genus Oonops will perhaps have to be removed 
from the Family Dysderides. Only one species is as yet known 
in Britain, and that one is found, not unfrequently, in Dorsetshire. 

OONOPS PULCHER. 

Oonops PULCHER, Tempi, Blackw. Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 377, pi. xxix., fig. 27 L 

A very small, bright brickish-red-coloured, and very 
active spider. The female measures no more (indeed 
generally rather less) than one line in length, and the male is 
smaller. It is of a rather elongate form, and the fore part of the 
caput is somewhat pointed. The palpal organs are very similar in 
form to those of Segestrta senoculata. The tibiae and meta- 
tarsi of the legs are armed on the underside with two parallel rows 
of long, strong, and generally sessile, spines, but the spider has the 
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power of raising and depressing them ; those on the first and 
second pairs are the most noticeable. 

Found, though rarely, among lichens on trees, and occasionally 
inside dwellinghouses at Bloxworth. It occurs more abundantly 
(in the immature state) in autumn under stones near Pennsyl- 
vania Castle, Portland. It is not adult until the spring. The 
six large oval pearly eyes are a very striking object through 
even an ordinary magnifying glass. 




FAMILY — DRASSLDES. 



Drassides include most of the numerous sombre- 
coloured, somewhat elongate spiders, with a usually 
rather depressed cephalo-thorax, which one often sees 
hastily escaping on the lifting up of a large stone, block of 
wood, or piece of loose bark. Some, however, are found 
on shrubs and plants, and one I have never met with 
excepting indoors — Drassus Blackwallii Thor. Few of them, 
excepting those of the Genus Micaria, possess any bright 
colouring, or very distinct pattern. They are mostly hairy* 
but not, in general, long-haired ; the legs are of moderate length, 
usually pretty robust, and armed with spines ; the tarsi have 
two terminal claws. The eyes are eight in number, and dis- 
posed in four pairs, or two transverse curved lines, at the fore 
extremity of the caput. 

GENUS MICAEIA, C. L. Koch., DEASSUS BlacJcto. in part. 

The Genus Micaria is a curious instance of a small well-marked 
group of most brilliantly adorned spiders among numerous others, 
nearly all, of the most sombre hues. The spiders of this Genus are 
small, and have th» abdomen, and often other parts also, more 
or less thickly-covered with scale-like hairs reflecting bright 
metallic tints of green, purple, and gold. They resemble ants 
very closely in their slender attenuate forms, and are exceed- 
ingly active, running abroad in the brightest sunshine. The 
eyes are small, and placed in two nearly parallel curved rows, not 
differing much in, length, and the convexity of the curve 
directed backwards. Two species only are known as yet in 
Britain ; both of them are found in Dorsetshire, and, indeed, 
one of them is up to the present time peculiar to the county, 
and has not yet been found on the continent. 
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MICABIA PULICARIA. 

Clubiowa pulioaeia, Sund., Sv. Spindl., Beskr. in Vet-Akad, 
Handl., 1231, p. 140. 

Drassus nitens, Blachw.f Spid; Great Brit, and Irel., p. 119, 
pi. vi, fig. 73. 

The female of this brilliant little spider measures rather less 
than two lines in length, the male being smaller and of a more 
slender form. It is by no means rare under stones and among 
the dead sticks, decayed leaves, stems, and mosses of old hedge- 
rows at Bloxworth. Besides being adorned with numerous 
iridescent scaly hairs reflecting golden, red, green, and purple 
hues from a black ground colour, the cephalo-thorax has some lines 
on the sides, formed by white hairs, and converging to the thoracio 
indentation, while the abdomen has also various similar white lines 
and spots upon it. These lines on the abdomen are sometimes 
obsolete, excepting one spot just above the spinners ; this variety 
forms the Drassus micans, Bl. (I.e. p. 118, pi. vi., fig. 72), of 
which the type specimen was found under a stone in Portland. 
On the whole this is perhaps the most beautiful of all our native 
spiders ; it is adult, usually in the spring and early summer-time, 
when the males may often be seen rapidly crossing the dry roads 
and footpaths in bright sunshine. The relative length of the 
legs is 4.1.2.3. 

MICARIA SCINTILLANS. 

Drassus scinttllans, Cambr., Trans. linn. Soc., vol. xxvii, 
p. 412. pi. 54, v. 12a. 

This is a larger spider than the last, and far less brilliant 
in its hues. The male measures a little over two lines 
in length, and the female often exceeds three lines. The 
abdomen is narrow, often strongly constricted^across the middle ; 
and the general appearance of the spider is that of a 
large, washed-out specimen of the last species, to which indeed 
it is nearly allied. The only known locality for it is in Port- 
land, where I discovered it on the Yerne Slopes in 1860. Subse- 
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quently— in June, 1875—1 met with it abundantly on the grassy 
slopes, between Pennsylvania Castle and the seashore, running 
about among the rooks and quarries, but only when the sun 
shone ; the absence of sunshine, if only for a minute, would 
cause every one of them to disappear among the grass, until the 
sun shone out again. 

It is an exceedingly active spider, and not easily caught with- 
out damage. The best way to catch it (and, indeed, most other 
spiders) is to place an inverted empty glass tube quickly over it, 
when it will almost immediately rush up to the top, and the 
tube may be easily corked; the spider, if required for the 
cabinet, is then transferred to the large-mouthed bottle of spirit 
of wine, which should be always carried in the collector's pocket ; 
but, if not destined to the spirit bottle, it may be examined 
through the tube with a magnifying glass and then set at liberty. 

The grassy slopes where this spider occurs are also numerously 
frequented by a large blackish ant, to which the spider bears so 
very close a resemblance, that even after much practice it 
requires a close examination to distinguish (before capture) 
between the ant and the spider ; both have also a similar, peculiar 
habit of running hurriedly, now and then, up a grass stem, as if 
to get a larger range of view— or it may be that both are in 
search of one and the same prey ; both again, on the first inkling 
of danger, betake themselves to the shelter of the tangled grassy 
and to the stems and roots of other low herbage. Hitherto I am 
not aware that this spider has been found on the Continent. 

Legs, 4.1.2.3. 

GENUS GNAPHOSA, Lair. DEASSUS, Blachw. (in part). 

The Genus Gnaphosa is distinguished from Dr casus / twfepostea) 
by the maxillae being broader and more deeply, and obliquely, im- 
pressed across the middle, and more curved and inclined towards 
the labium. The convexity also of the curve of the hinder row of: 
eyes is directed forwards, whereas in Drassus it is directed back- 
wards. In their general appearance, mode of life, and the* 
situations in which they are found, they closely resemble Drassus, 
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The head-quarters of this group, which is an extensive and well- 
marked one, is in Eastern Europe, Egypt, Palestine, and Asia 
Minor. One species alone has yet been found in England 
(where it is widely dispersed, but rare and local), being also 
found in Dorsetshire. 

GNAPHOSA ANGLICA. 

DEAS8US lucifugus, Blachw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel.,p. 105, 
pi. vi., fig. 62 (in part). 
„ ANGLICTJ8, Cambr., Trans., Linn, Soc. xxvii, p. 419, pi. 
54, No. 10. 

Gnaphosa anglica, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H. s. 5, vol. 1, 
p. 110. 

The male of this spider is 2} to 3 lines in length, the female 
often considerably larger. 

The cophalo-thorax is deep brown, with a V-shaped black- 
brown marking near the middle — the point of the V directed 
backwarks. The legs and palpi are of the same colour, and 
the abdomen is of a rather glossy, sooty-black hue, hairy, and 
with some erect, deeper black, stronger hairs scattered over its 
surface. 

I have found it, though rarely, under stones, dry cow dung, 
and at heather roots, on Bloxworth Heath ; and more frequently 
(during the month of June, 1877) in company with other 
spiders under the dry crust, formed by the desiccation of small 
muddy pools on the damper parts of the heath. 

I have recently received it from Berwickshire, but it has not 
yet, so far as I am aware, been found on the continent. 

GENUS PKOSTHESIMA, L. Koch. DEASSUS, Bl. (in part). 

This Genus is very closely allied to Drassus. It may be most 
readily distinguished by the point at which the palpi are articu- 
lated to the maxillae, being nearer to the extremity than to the base 
of the latter. In general form, appearance, and structure, as 
well as in their mode of life, and the situation in which they are 
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found, Prosthesima and Drassus are scarcely distinguishable; 
the former is, if anything, of a rather flatter form, and more 
pointed at the fore extremity of the caput. Nearly all the species 
are either jet black or of a uniform deep brown colour. One 
only of those found in Britain has a reddish cephalo-thorax, 
all the rest are black. 

Four species are recorded as British, three of them being met 
with in Dorsetshire, 

FROSTHESIMA PEDESTRIS. 

Melanophoba pedestbis, C. Z. Koch, Die Arachn. Bd. vi., p. 
82, pi. 200, fig. 489. 

D&assxjs pedestbis, ft L. Koch, Cambr. Zoologist, 1861, 
p. 7558. 

This spider is almost wholly jet black. The abdomen has a 
somewhat shiny and smooth appearance, and is clothed 
with very short hairs ; the legs have the tarsi, metatarsi, tibiae, 
and genua of a reddish yellow-brown, the femora being black. 

The length of the male is rather more than 3£ lines, and the 
female is somewhat larger. „ 

Found underneath stones at Portland in July, 1860; more 
recently I have received it from the neighbourhood of Exeter ; 
and it has also been found in Guernsey. 

FROSTHESIMA PETIVERII. 

Abaotsa petiverii, Scopoli, Ent. Cam., p. 398. 

Dbassus ateb, BhcJcw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 106, pi. 
vi., fig. 63. 

Very nearly allied to the foregoing, and also of an almost 
uniform black colour, but easily distinguished by its duller hue, 
and a much more hirsute appearance, being clothed with longer 
and coarser hairs. The legs and palpi of the male are also stronger, 
and the digital joint and palpal organs much larger. It is found in 
similar situations, being abundant in Portland under stones and 



detached pieces of rock, and generally distributed elsewhere 
beneath stones, rubbish, and among debris in hedgerows. 

The length of the male is about 3 lines, and the female is a 
little larger. 

PROSTHESIMA NIGRITA. 

Akanea nigbita, Fabr., Syst., Ent., p. 432. 

Dbasstjs ptjsillus, Blachw.y Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 107, 
pi. vi., fig. 64. 

Closely allied to both the foregoing spiders, but smaller, the 
male measuring only, two lines in length. It may be dis- 
tinguished from P. Petiverii without difficulty, by the pale (in 
general dull whitish) hue of the tarsal and metatarsal joints of 
the legs, and it is much more hirsute than P. pedestris. It is 
found in the same localities, and in similar situations, though 
much less frequently. 

GENUS DEASSUS, tTalch. DKASSUS, Bhckw. (in part). 

The Genus Drasms comprises a number of dull-coloured 
spiders — chiefly brown of various shades — some of them of con- 
siderable size. They are found sometimes in tubular silken webs 
under stones, or behind old boards or wainscoting, as well as 
among moss and grass, or in fact under anything suitable for 
giving shelter and retaining a considerable amount of dampness 
in hot and dry weather. Unless disturbed the Drassi come 
' abroad only at night. Their form is elongate and flattish, the 
legB of moderate length, tolerably strong, and generally armed 
more or less with spines. The caput is broader in front than in 
Prosthesima, and the spiders are very active. The eyes form two 
curved transverse rows, the foremost row usually the least curved 
and the convexity of its curve directed forwards, while that of the 
hinder row is directed backwards, thus enclosing a somewhat 
oblong, or oval, transverse space. The maxillw are strong, a 
little curved towards the labium, and slightly impressed near the 
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middle. The labium is of a somewhat oblong-oval form. Eleven 
species are recorded as British, and of these, seven are found in 
Dorsetshire. 

DRASSUS BL A CKWALLII. 

Drassus Blackwallii, T/iorelL, Syn. Europ. Spid., p. 179. 

,, sericeus, Blachv. f Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. Ill, 
pi. vi., fig. 67. 

The length of the male of this dark, sombre-coloured spider 
is four lines, the female being rather larger; it may be recognised 
easily by the abdomen being thickly covered with mouse-black, 
silky hairs, which give it a somewhat shining and greasy 
appearance ; a few coarser, erect hairs are also mixed with the 
others. It is, so far as I am aware, exclusively a house spider, 
and is not rare at the Eectory, Bloxworth, where it is found 
roaming about at night on the walls of the entrance-hall, stair- 
case, and passages, as well as in the outbuildings. I have met 
with it in several other localities in Dorsetshire, and have 
received it from various parts of England. 

Dra88U8 8ericeu8 Walck, with which Mr. Blackwall supposed it 
to be identical, is quite another species. 

DRASSUS TROGLODYTES. 

Drasstts troglodytes, (7. Z. Koch, Die Arachn., vi., p. 35, pi. 
189, fig. 455, 456. 
„ clavator, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., Ser. 3, v., 
p. 171. 

This spider is of a dark yellowish-brown colour, and the 
abdomen has often a shining, coppery hue imparted to it by its hairy 
clothing. The hinder part of the abdomen has a longitudinal series 
of indistinct, pale, angular bars on the upper side, and in front of 
these bars, on the fore part, are six short linear spots, forming two 
longitudinal, curved, parallel rows, of three spots each; the con- 
vexities of the curves are directed inwards towards each other. 
The eyes of the hind-central pair are placed obliquely, and very 
near to each other, nearer than in almost any other of our 
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native Drassi. The palpi are of moderate length, with very 
large digital joints ; at the outer extremity of the radial joint 
is a strong apophysis, whose termination is somewhat dilated ; 
and the palpal organs have a strong, prominent, and rather 
twisted, corneous process towards their inner side. 

The length of the male is from three to four lines, and the 
female, which in colours and general structure resembles the 
male, is somewhat larger. 

I found this rare and local spider in some abundance under 
stones near Pennsylvania Castle, Portland, in October, 1859, but 
all were immature. In the following year, when it should have 
been in a state of maturity, I could not find one. It has also 
occurred, though rarely, on the heath, and in woods at Bloxworth ; 
and it has been sent to me from Scotland. 

DRASSUS BULBIFER 

Dbasstts bulbifeb, Cambr. Proc. Zool. Soc, June, 1874, p. 386, 
pL 51, fig. 13; and Ann. and Mag. N. H. 
Ser. 5, vol. 1, p. 111. 

This is one of the most distinct and striking of our British 
species. Length 2 to 2 J lines. 

Cephalo-thorax bright, deep reddish yellow-brown, marked 
with converging blackish lines. The legs are yellow, with the 
femora of the first and second pairs black. The abdomen is 
also black and hairy, with a large oblong-oval, deep reddish- 
brown, coriaceous, bare patch on the fore half of the upper side. 
This patch lies exactly within four white spots, which form a 
quadrangular figure ; two other rather linear white spots in a 
transverse line occupy the hinder half. The spiracular plates 
are large, and of a clear pale yellow colour. The radial joint 
of the palpus has its projection, or apophysis, of a somewhat 
tapering form, but rather dilated at its extremity, somewhat like 
that of Drassus troglodytes. The digital j oint is large and the palpal 
organs also large, prominent, simple, and almost globular in form, 
with one or two small corneous processes near their fore 
extremity. 
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An adult male, kindly sent to me by Mr. 0. W. Dale, by 
whom it was found under a stone, at Durdledoor near Lul worth, 
in July 1877, is the first woll-authonticated example met 
with in Britain. One other example only has been recorded, 
and is supposed to have been met with near Hastings. 

DRASSUS LAPIDICOLENS. 

Clubiona lapidioolens, Walck., Ins. Apt. i., p. 598. 
Dbassus lapidioolens, Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
116, pi. vi., fig. 70. 

This is the most abundant, and widely dispersed, as well as the 
largest species of JDrassus found in Britain ; there is, however, 
great diversity in the lengths of a serie of examples. The male 
varies from 3 to 6J- lines, and the female is usually larger. 

It is generally found under stones, and blocks of woodin waste 
grounds, heaths, and pastures, and lives in a tubular nest of thin 
whitish silk. I have found it very frequently under pieces of 
detached rock at Portland, and also among the dSbris of old 
walls and hedges. Its colour is usually a uniform dull-yellowish 
brown, with a darker elongate marking along the middle of the 
fore part of the abdomen; but some examples have a strong 
reddish or coppery hue, which, however, goes off after immersion 
for some little time in spirit of wine. The f alces are long, strong, 
and prominent, with a strong sharp tooth on the inner side of 
each, by which it may be easily distinguished from its congeners. 
The digital joint of the male palpus is remarkable for its narrow- 
ness, being scarcely broader than the rest of the palpus. 

Full-grown examples are very bold and fierce, and will bite 
sharply when held in the fingers by the legs — not by one leg, for 
it will by a muscular jerk quickly relieve itself of one leg and 
so escape. I have never found any spider able to escape this 
way when held by two legs, probably because in this case the 
spider has not sufficient freedom of motion to get the purchase 
required for the necessary muscular effort of throwing off a 
leg. The jerk with which this is effected is very strong and 
easily observed ; in fact, one may feel the free legs straining 
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strongly against the fingers, the jerk follows, and the imprisoned 
leg alone remains in your possession. 

DRASSUS PUBESCENS. 

Drassus pubescens, Thorell., Eec. Crit. Aran., p. 110. 

„ „ Camlr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxviii, p. 439, 

and Ann. and Mag. N. H., Ser. 5, 1., p. 111. 

A much smaller spider than Drassus lapidicolem, but bearing a 
very close general resemblance to it. It may, however, be dis- 
tinguished, not only by its size, but by the smaller falces, and by 
the different structure of the palpi and palpal organs ; the 
radial joint of the palpus (in the male) is, in D. lajpidicolens, much 
longer than the cubital, while in the present species it is little, if 
anything, longer ; the digital joint is also shorter in D.pubescens . 

The length of the male is 3 i lines, the female being rather 
larger. 

I have met with this very rare spider on two occasions only ; 
once, several years ago, an adult male under a stone on Blox worth 
Heath; and again during the past summer (June 16th, 1877) 
when I found another male, together with a female, under the 
dry crust formed on the heath in depressed places where turf had 
been cut and the water had evaporated, leaving a crust of 
vegetable matter and sand. This crust prevents the sun from 
parching the soil beneath it, and affords a cool shelter for many 
rare heath spiders, to search for which among the heather itself 
would be an almost hopeless task. 

DRASSUS CRIMINALIS. 

Drassus criminalis, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H. S. 4, Vol. 
16, p. 224, pi. viii., fig. 3. 
An adult female of this spider measured very nearly 3 J lines 
in length. It is an obscure, but yet quite a distinct species. The 
whole of the fore part is bright yellow-brown, the cephalo-thorax 
bordered by a black line ; and the abdomen is of a uniform dull 
mouse-coloured black, with some very indistinct, pale linear 
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spots, in two longitudinal curved rows along the middle of the 
fore part. The eyes of the hind central pair are of a somewhat 
sub -triangular, or irregular oval shape, placed rather obliquely, 
and almost, but not quite, contiguous to each other. Legs, 
4.1.2.3. 

A single example only was met with under a stone in a gravel 
pit on Bloxworth Heath, in May, 1874. It does not appear to 
have been yet found on the Continent. 

DRASSSUS DELINQUENT 

Deassus deliqtjens, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., s. 4, vol. 16, 
p. 245, pi. viii., fig. 4, and s. 5, vol. 1, p. 110. 

A small but very distinct species. The male is about 2 lines 
in length, and the female 2 J. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a dull, orange, yellow-brown colour, 
marked with converging, blackish, irregular lines; the legs and 
palpi are of a paler hue, and the abdomen is dull yellow-brown, 
with a longish, wedge-shaped, dark-brown, longitudinal, central 
marking on the fore part of the upper side, followed to the 
spinners by a series of distinct angular bars of the same colour, 
the vertices of the angles being directed forwards, but often 
broken. The digital joint of the male palpus is rather large, 
and the projection at its extremity on the outer side has its end 
rather dilated, something like that of Drassus troglodytes. Legs, 
4.1.2.3. 

I found an adult female under a stone on Bloxworth Heath in 
May, 1874 ; and, in June last, adults of both sexes in the same 
situation as Drassus pubescens. It is very nearly allied to a spider 
abundant in France — Drassus minusculus, L. Koch ; but it is 
certainly different from examples of that species sent to me by 
Mons. Simon. 

GENUS CLUBIONA, Zatr. CLUBIONA, Blachw. (in part). 

The spiders of this genus bear a great general resemblance to 
each other, being mostly of a yellowish-brown or red-brown 
colour of various depths, and pretty thickly clothed with sandy 
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greyish, or slightly slate-coloured, silky pubescence, concealin g 
more or less, the real colour of the spiders ; excepting in a few 
species, there are scarcely any, and often no distinct, markings on 
the abdomen. They differ from the three foregoing Genera of 
Dram&es, in the position of the eyes, and in the form of the 
maxillee. The eyes occupy almost the whole width of the fore 
part of the caput, forming a narrow, transverse, somewhat crescent 
shaped, or half-moon figure. The maxillae are rather long, 
straight, considerably enlarged at their extremities, and without 
any transverse impression. 

These spiders live chiefly in fine silken, tubular nests, low down 
among grass and other herbage, as well as often in folded leaves 
of trees and shrubs, and under old bark, or any other similar 
shelter. 

Fifteen species have been found in Britain, and of these, four, 
teen have occurred in Dorsetshire. 

CLUBIONA GRISEA. 

Cltjbiona grisea, Z. Koch, Die Arachn., Fam. der Drassiden 

p. 319, pi. xiii., fig. 205, 206, 207. 
Cltjbiona holosericea, Blackw. y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p # 
122, pi. vii., fig. 75. 

The length of the male is about 4 lines, and that of the 
female nearly 6 lines. 

The cephalothorax is dull brownish, covered with silky grey 
hairs ; the legs reddish yellow-brown, armed with spines ; and 
the abdomen (which is in this, and all others of the genus, of a 
comparatively narrow, slender form), is thickly clothed with 
short, grey, silky hairs. The palpi of the male have the radial 
apophysis of a very peculiar form. It consists of a strong, 
rather prominent, crescent-shaped projection, the anterior limb 
of which is curved, and longer than the other ; between this and 
the palpal organs (lying close alongside the latter) is a straight 
sharp pointed projection with a strongish prominence towards 
the point, directed backwards, and giving it $ barbed appearance . 
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This can be only thoroughly explained by accurate figures 
drawn from several points of view. The radial apophysis, 
together with the structure of the palpal organs, which differ in 
each species, require very close and correct observation and 
comparison, to enable the collector to form any trustworthy 
determination of the very similarly coloured spiders of this 
genus. The females closely resemble the males in colours and 
general characters, and can be readily distinguished only by the 
form of the genital aperture. 

Cluliona gruea is a rare spider among weeds and debris of 
various kinds in low damp places at Bloxworth, and in the 
neighbourhood, in spring and early summer. I have received 
it in large numbers from the fens of Cambridgeshire. It is also 
found in other parts of England, as well as in Scotland. 

CLUBIONA TERRESTRIS. 

Clubiona terrestris, Westring, Aran. Suec, p. 395. 

C. amaraotha, Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 123, 
pi. vii., fig. 76. 

Very nearly allied to Clubiona grisea, but of a brighter yellowish, 
and red-brown hue, clothed with rather sandy greyish hairs ; and 
the abdomen has a darker tapering stripe along the middle of the 
fore half. It may be distinguished readily by the form of the 
radial apophysis of the male palpus ; in the present spider this 
is strong, of a crescent shape at its extremity, the anterior limb 
of the crescent being the strongest ; and between the bases of the 
two limbs is a small dark prominence. The palpal organs have 
a strong, sharp pointed spine, curved round beneath their fore 
extremity, and projecting on the outer side. 

Clubiona terrestris is generally distributed throughout Great 
Britain, and is not uncommon at Bloxworth and in many 
other localities in this county ; it may be found among debris in 
hedges, and in angles of walls, concealed in a slender,, somewhat 
tubular, silken web. The length of the female is rather over 
4 lines, and the male is somewhat smaller. 
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CLUBIONA RECLUSA. 

Clubiona reclusa, Cambr., Zoologist, 1863, p. 8567. 

The length of the male is about 3 lines, and the female is 
rather larger. In its general appearance it is very much' lik e 
Clubiona terrestris, though in the form of the radial apophysis of 
the male palpus, it is more like C. grisea. The cephalo-thorax 
however has some dark vein-like markings upon it, which 
distinguish it at once from both those species. The radial 
apophysis is much more developed and prominent, and a strongly 
bent portion of it projects outwards, almost at right angles, from 
the joint itself. 

Found in woods at Bloxworth and its neighbourhood, in 
summer time, enclosed within a small silken tube in the folded 
leaves of underwood and other low plants. I have also received 
it from several other parts of England. The females show a 
strong attachment to their eggs and newly hatched young; 
though this is also the case with some others of this genus, as well 
as with many other spiders. I have found the present spider 
completely enclosed in its tubular nest along with the eggs, or 
recently hatched young ; these latter probably soon find their way 
out and disperse among the surrounding herbage ; but by this time 
the parent spider has become dull and lethargic ; and it may 
often be found in a semi-dried up, or collapsed state, 
still remaining in the folded leaf, where it would very probably 
shortly die, its office being performed, its family sent out into 
the world to shift for themselves, and its further existence of no 
use. 

CLUBIONA LUTESCENS. 

Clubiona lutescens, Westr., Aran. Suec, p. 395. 
C. assimllata, Cambr., Zoologist, 1862, p, 7953. 

This spider is very similar in general appearance to Clubiona 
terre8tri8 y to which it is also nearly allied. 

The male is rather under 3 lines in length, and may be 
easily distinguished from C. terrestrts by the form of the radial 
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apophysis, which differs from that of the spider mentioned, in 
having a longer and stronger crescent-shaped projection. The 
outer, or anterior, member of the cresent is much longer, stronger, 
and of a darker colour than the inner one, and is less pointed at 
its extremity, than that of (7. terrestris ; the palpal Drgans have also 
a strong corneous dark red-brown spine connected with them ; this 
spine issues from near their base on the outer side, passes obliquely 
over them to the inner side, and so beneath and round their 
extremity, coming up again on the outer side and ending in a 
sharp prominent point in contact with some semi-transparent 
membrane. The falces are longer than those of (7. terrestris. 
Clubiona lutescens is a rare species on bushes and trees in woods at 
Bloxworth and in the neighbourhood, in the summer time. I 
have also received it from Glanvilles Wootton, from Mr. C. W. 
Dale, and it has been found in some other parts of England. 

CLUBIONA NEGLECTA. 
Clubiona negleota, Cambr., Zoologist 1862, p. 7955. 

This spider is also very like Clubiona terrestris ; and the male 
measures a little less than 3 lines in length. It may be dis- 
tinguished without difficulty both from C. terrestris and other 
species very similar to it in general appearance, by the form of 
the radial apophysis, which has two members corresponding to 
those of C. Iutescen8 y but the upper one is much shorter* The palpal 
organs have along, slender,filiform, darkred-brown spine connected 
with them, quite different from any other species of the genus. 
This spine is remarkable from its tortuous course ; it issues from 
the inner side of the palpal organs, curves round their extremity 
on the edge of the digital joint, and thence running back on the 
outer side, curves round again, and so up over the middle of the 
palpal organs, terminating in a very fine sharp curved point 
directed backwards close to their most prominent part. 

Very rare, in similar situations at Bloxworth, and at the same 
season as C. lutescens. This species has not yet been found in 
any other part of England, but is met with in Germany as well 
as in France. 
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CLUBIONA PALLIDULA. 

Abanetjs pallidttltjs, ClercL, Sv. Spmdl., p. 81, pi 2, tab. 7. 
Clubiona epimelas, JBlackw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 124, 
pi. vii., fig. 77. 

This spider is larger than either of the foregoing, and has a 
much greyer look owing to the greyer colour of its hairy cloth- 
ing, though in reality the spider itself is darker, and has a less 
yellow-red hue; the forepart of the caput, particularly, is 
suffused with deep blackish brown, and the abdomen with dark 
reddish brown. 

In the form of the radial apophysis Cluh'ona palUdula is some, 
thing like C. grisea, but the palpi are altogether shorter, the 
digital joint is smaller, and the outer prominence of the apophysis 
far less developed. 

The length of the male is nearly 5 lines, and the female is 
larger. 

Frequent at Bloxworth, and in many other localities. It is 
found, especially in an immature state, under decayed bark on 
hewn timber, gate-posts, railings, and palings, as well as on standing 
trees. In such situations many examples may often be met with 
together, though each is generally enclosed in its own separate 
silken tubular chamber; the rapidity with which they escape 
from their dwellings when exposed, and drop to the ground, 
where security is quickly found among the herbage, is remark, 
able. It is adult during the summer months, and is generally 
distributed throughout the United Kingdom. • 

CLUBIONA CORTICALIS. 

Cltjbioka coeticalis, Walch, Ins., Apt. I., p. 593, and JBlackw., 
Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 126, pi. vii., 
fig. 79. 

This is one of the finest and most distinct species of the genus 
The length of the male is very nearly 6 lines, and that of the female 
is slightly greater. The cephalo-thorax is reddish-brown, the 
legs and palpi pale ; the abdomen is thickly clothed with hairs, 
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and has the central portion of the upper side, throughout its 
length, of a yellowish brown colour, with a long tapering dark- 
brown band along the middle of its fore part, beginning at the 
fore-margin; the hinder half of the abdomen has a series of 
obtusely angular, dark-brown bars along the centre, and the sides 
are also dark brown, the under side being yellowish brown. The 
digital joint of the male palpus is large, and the palpal organs, 
though excessively developed, are exceedingly simple, consisting 
merely of an enormous, short-oval, very prominent, smooth, corn- 
oous lobe, with a small, pointed, curved spine at its fore extremity. 
This lobe extends backwards far beneath the radial joint. The 
relative position of the eyes of the posterior row occasionally 
differs a little in the male and female of this spider ; in respect to 
colour and pattern the two sexes are very similar. 

Cluhiona corticalis is occasionally found at Bloxworth under 
loose bark, on old, but growing trees, as well as in the interstices 
of old ivy stems on tree trunks. I have, on several occasions, 
found the adult male wandering about in rooms and outhouses 
in May, June, and the beginning of July. Some years ago I 
met with this spider in great abundance, under the decaying 
bark of old trees in Sir John Harpur Crewe's Park at Calke 
Abbey, Derbyshire ; and it has also been met with in various 
other parts of England. 

CLUBIONA HOLOSERICEA. 

Aranea holosericea, De Geer, Mem. vii., p. 266, pi. 15, fig. 13-16 
C. deinognatha, Cambr., Zoologist J. 862, p. 7957. 

The length of the adult male is 3 lines, and the female is 
sometimes considerably larger. 

In general appearance it very closely resembles Cluhiona grisea, but 
it is of a more sandy-grey colour, and may be distinguished at 
once from all other British species by the great development of 
the f alces, especially in the males ; these parts are very massive, 
and (looked at in profile) are greatly projected, and have a 
strongly arched outline ; their colour is a rich, deep red-brown. 
The caput is much suffused with deep reddish-brown, the rest 
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of the cephalo-thorax being yellow-brown; the abdomen 
is reddish yellow-brown, and has a dark, irregularly edged, taper- 
ing band along the middle of the fore part, ending in a point 
about one-third of the length from the spinners ; this marking 
is a good deal obscured by the greyish-yellow hairs with which 
the abdomen is clothed. 

The palpi are short and slender ; the radial apophysis is very 
like that of Clubiona pallidula ; the digital joint is small, the 
palpal organs simple, and not greatly unlike those of the spider 
just named. 

Found in several localities at and near Bloxworth; some- 
times in considerable abundance among water weeds, rushes, 
and under heaps of the preceding year's cut-rushes, grass, and 
rubbish, in swampy places, in May and June ; it has also been 
sent to me from several other parts of England and Scotland. 

CLUBIONA BREVIPES. 

Clubiona bbevipes, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 127, 

fig 80. 

The adult male measures about 2J lines in length, and the 
female about 3 lines. 

This spider is of a dark reddish-brown hue, the fore part of 
the cephalo-thorax being the darkest ; but, like most others 
of the genus, it is clothed with hairs, in the present instance of 
a dull greyish hue, considerably disguising its real colours. 
The form of the radial apophysis of the male palpus is very 
striking ; it is large, rather tumid at its base, and has its termina- 
tion, which extends over the base of the digital joint, of a sort of 
strong crescent form; the lower limb of the crescent is much 
the longest, and ends in a rather curved point, near which is 
a small angular enlargement. 

Found not unfrequently on the lower branches of trees 
(especially oak trees), in woods, and also on underwood, at 
Bloxworth, in May, June, and the beginning of July. They 
may easily be obtained by beating the boughs, and bushes into 
a large umbrella, or entomological net, I have never yet met 
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with it in any other situation, though it is found in many parts 
of both Dorsetshire and Great Britain. 

CLUBIONA CCERULESCENS. 

Cltjbionaocerxjlescens, L. Koch, Die Arachn., Fam. der Drassiden, 
p. 331., Taf. xiii., fig 213-215. 
„ voluta, Cambr.j Linn. Soc. Journ., xi., p. 553., pi. xiv., 
fig 3. 

The length of the female is 3£ lines, and that of the male 
somewhat less. 

In general form and colours this spider is very similar to 
several of the foregoing ; the cephalo-thorax is yellowish, clothed 
with dusky hairs, the legs and palpi paler, and the abdomen 
reddish-brown, rather densely clothed with fine yellowish-grey 
hairs ; among several lesser differences, that of the form of the 
process connected with the genital aperture is very striking, and 
serves to distinguish it readily from all others known to me. 
This process is large, of a somewhat oval form, rather prominent 
and has its posterior margin widened and somewhat convoluted, 
or turned upwards and slightly backwards. The male has the 
radial apophysis very strong and of a remarkable shape, not 
greatly unlike that of Clubiona brevipes in an exaggerated form. 

An example of the female was found at Blox worth several 
years ago, but had been, until lately, overlooked among a number 
of females of other species. I have also received it from the 
neighbourhood of Aberdeen. The male has not yet been found 
in England, but as I have received both sexes from France and 
Sweden, there is no doubt about its identity wtih C. voluta Cambr. 

CLUBIONA COMPTA. 

Clubiona compta, C. Z. Koch, Die Arachn. x., p. 129, Taf. 358, 
fig 841. 

„ comta, Blackw.y Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 128, 
pi. vii., fig 81. 

This well-marked and pretty little species may be readily 
known from the distinctness of the pattern on the abdomen. The 
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male is scarcely more than 2 lines in length, the female being 
rather larger. The cephalo-thorax is of a reddish-brown huet 
the legs and palpi yellowish brown, and the abdomen is yellow- 
brown, with (in the female) a dark reddish yellow-brown, longi- 
tudinal marking on the upper side, along the middle of the fore 
part, followed by a series of strong angular bars of the same 
colour on the hinder half. The male is much darker coloured* 
and the ground colour of the abdomen may be described as of a 
dark, slightly reddish-brown hue, with the angular bars formed 
of opposed, oblique, elongate-oval, pale yellow-brown, spots. 
The radial joint of the male palpus has a strong apophysis at its 
extremity on the outer side, and from its end issues a slender, 
fine pointed, strongly curved spine. 

Abundant on the lower boughs of trees, as well as on 
underwood in spring and summer, in woods at Bloxworth and in 
many other localities. I have also often found it in autumn (but 
then immature) enclosed in a silken nest, and rolled up in a dead 
leaf on the ground ; in this way they no doubt safely pass the 
winter in sheltered and protected spots. 

CLUBIONA TRIVIALIS 

Clubiona trivialis, Z. Koch, Die Arachn. x., p. 132, Taf 359, 
fig. 844-845. 

The length of the male is about If lines ; is form is very 
similar to that of several of the foregoing species and its general 
hue is yellowish, and reddish yellow-brown. The palpi are 
moderately long, the digital joint is large, but the palpal organs 
do not present any very distinctive point of structure ; the radial 
apophysis, however, is Tery characteristic, being a strong 
production of the outer extremity of the joint, with a broad, 
obtuse, and somewhat rounded, termination. 

The female is larger than the male, but resembles it in colours 
and other general characters. 

Very rare, among heather and on furze bushes, at Bloxworth, 
in June and July. I have also met with it in Scotland, and in 
some other localities in England, 
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CLUBIONA FALLENS. 

Cltjbiona pallens, L. Koch, Die Arachn., Fam. der Drassiden, 
pi. xiv., fig. 234-236. 
„ diveesa, Cambr.y Zoologist 1862, p. 7959. 

Closely allied to C. trivialis, but smaller, and of a generally 
similar, though brighter hue. The two species may be easily 
mistaken for each other, until the radial apophysis of the male 
•palpus is examined; this portion of structure, in the present 
spider, is long and rather strong, but instead of terminating in 
an obtuse, broad, roundish form, it tapers gradually to a 
bluntish point; the colour of this apophysis is deep reddish, 
brown. The abdomen is brightish yellow, mottled more or less 
thickly along the middle of the upper side, and towards the 
spinners, with bright brownish-red. The legs are of a dull 
straw colour, and the cephalo-thorax is of a very similar hue. 

The female is rather larger, but resembles the male in colour 
and other general characteristics. 

Bare among moss and heather roots on Bloxworth heath. I 
have also received it from near Glasgow. 

CLUBIONA SUBTTLIS. 

Cltjbiona subtilis, L. Koch, Die Arachn., Earn, der Drassiden 
p. 351, Taf. xiv., fig. 229-231. 
fallens, BlacJcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 130, 
pi. viii., fig. 82. 
The length of the male is rather less than two lines, that of 
the female about two lines. 

The cephalo-thorax is yellowish-brown, strongly suffused with 
darker brown on the caput, and slightly tinged with olive-green 
in the thoracic region. The legs are pale yellowish-brown, and 
the abdomen is of a dull yellowish-red colour. The palpi are 
short, and the radial apophysis is rather long, tapering and 
pointed. 

This small species is allied to C. pattern, L. Koch, and is not rare 
among water weeds, and rushes in marshy places at Bloxworth in 
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summer time, and in other localities in the neighbourhood. I 
have received it in great abundance from the fens in Cambridg- 
shire. 

GENUS CHIKACANTHIUM, C. L. Koch. CLUBIONA, 
Blachw. (in part). 

This genus is nearly allied to Clubiona, but the species have 
much longer legs, with long prominent f alces ; and the general 
colouring of the abdomen, in the British species, is greenish-olive 
with bright rusty-red and yellow markings. The last, or digital 
joint of the male palpus is remarkable, possessing a strong, 
pointed, longer or shorter and more or less curved, spur, directed 
backwards from near its base ; the first pair of legs are the 
longest, whereas in Clubiona the longest is the fourth pair. They 
are found on low plants in woods and on waste grounds. 

Four species are at present known to be British, and of these 
two only have yet occurred in Dorsetshire. 

CHIKACANTHIUM CARNIFEX. 

Chiracakthitjm cabnifex, Fabr., C. L. Koch, Die Arachn., Bd. vi., 
Taf. 184, fig. 438-439. 

The length of the male is about four lines, and that of the 
female somewhat more. The abdomen is of a dull grass-green 
hue, mixed with yellow, and an irregular rusty-red band runs along 
the middle of the upper side. The f alces are long, divergent and 
porrected. The spur at the base of the digital joint of the male 
palpus is sharp-pointed, strong, and very slightly curved ; and 
the radial apophysis is slightly indented, or cleft, at its extremity. 
The digital joint is longer than the radial and cubital joints 
together, and has a strong angular prominence near its extremity 
on the outer side. 

This handsome spider is not unfrequent in summer time, at 
Bloxworth among low plants in woods and on waste grounds, 
where it spins its somewhat tubular web among the leaves and 
blossoms. I have met with it in other parts of England, and 
it appears to be plentiful near Glasgow. 
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CHIRACANTHIUM NUTRIX. 

Ohiea.oanthii7M nutrix, Westr., Aran. Suec, p. 378. 

Non. Olubiona nutrix, Blackio., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. 

About the same size as the foregoing, and nearly resembling it 
in form and structure. It may, however, be distinguished by 
the cephalo-thorax having no markings upon it ; the abdomen 
also is of a brownish-yellow colour, tinged with red, and has, on 
the upper side, only an elongated, reddish yellow-brown marking 
along the middle of the fore part. The f alces are shorter and 
less divergent than those of C. carnifex. The digital joint of 
the male palpus is as long as, or even a little longer than, the radial 
and cubital joints together, the radial being nearly double the 
length of the cubital. The digital spur is less strong, but rather 
longer, and the angular prominence on the outer side is less 
developed, and further from the extremity of the joint than in 
C. carnifex ; the radial apophysis is also stronger and longer, 
but is similarly cleft at its extremity, which is likewise a little 
enlarged. 

An immature female was found by my son, Eobert Jocelyn, 
among heather at Bloxworth, in September, 1877. 

I had previously only met with this spider in Lancashire, and 
received it from Scotland. The adult male has not yet been found 
in Britain ; the characters, therefore, of that sex above given, 
have been taken from examples sent to me by Dr. T. Thorell, 
from Sweden.* 

GENUS ANYPEL3BNA, Sund. OLUBIONA, Blachw. (in part). 

This genus is also nearly allied to Clubiona, but differs in having 
a transverse fold in the integument near the middle of the under- 
side of the abdomen, concealing an opening into a special spiracu- 
lar organ. The fore part of the cephalo-thorax is also narrower. 
Legs 1.4.2.3. 

One species only has been found in Great Britain, and it is 
also abundant in Dorsetshire. 

♦Since the above was in press (September, 1878}, I have met with both 
males and females, in the adult state, on fern and heather at Bloxworth, the 
former sex agreeing exactly with the Swedish examples. 
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ANYPHJ2NA ACCENTUATA. 

AmrpHiENA aooentttata, Walck., Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 131, pi. viii., fig. 83. 

The length of the male is rather less than three lines, that of 
the female being a little more. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a yellowish-brown hue, with a broad, 
irregular, longitudinal, black band on each side. The legs and 
palpi are similar in colour, but marked and spotted with black. 
The sternum is yellowish, broadly bordered with black, and the 
abdomen is of a buffish yellow-brown, slightly tinged with red- 
dish, and has, near the middle, two angular, black lines close 
together, the angles often broken, and thus giving a strong 
resemblance to marks of accentuation ; the sides and hinder part 
are thickly marked with black, and a black band runs along the 
middle of the under-side from the fore extremity to the trans* 
verse fold above-mentioned. 

The male is usually darker coloured than the female, and has 
three yellowish spots on the black, thoracic bands; the. humeral 
joint of the palpus has a tuft of long, coarse, black bristles near 
its base on the under-side, and the radial joint, which is longer 
than the cubital, has some bristles of a similar kind on the upper 
side. 

This very distinct, and easily-recognised spider is abundant at 
Bloxworth, and in the neighbourhood, where it is found on 
bushes, particularly furze bushes when in bloom, on trees, and 
occasionally under old bark. It is also fond of concealing itself 
in cracks or crevices of timber. I have frequently found many 
examples in slender webs between the head of a gate and the 
post, when the gate has been left for sometime unopened in the 
spring of the year. It is very active, and parts with its legs 
easily, if seized by one only at a time. 

GENUS AGKOECA, Westr. AGELENA, Bhckw. (in part). 

The maxillse in this genus are straight, of moderate length 
and strength, not enlarged at their extremities, and only a little 
inclined towards the labium. The fore part of the caput is rather 
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narrow ; the eyes are in two, not very long, curved rows 
(of which the anterior is the shortest and least curved), forming 
an oblong, somewhat oval, transverse figure, close to the insertion 
of the falces, i.e., to the lower margin of the clypeus, which is 
thus almost obsolete. The tibire and metatarsi of the legs of 
the first and second pairs are armed, on their under sides, with 
two longitudinal parallel rows of long strong spines. 

The relative length of the legs is 4.1.2.3. 

Although included by Mr. Blackwall in the Family Agelenides, 
Agroeca is undoubtedly a Drassid genus, the terminal tarsal 
claws being two only, the spinners totally unlike those of the 
Agelenides, and the general form and structure of the spiders 
being also unmistakably like those of many others of the 
Drassides. 

Two species only are known in Britain, and both of them 
occur in Dorsetshire. 

AGROECA BRUNNEA. 

Ageleka bbtonea, niacin., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 159, 
pi. x., fig. 102. 

The length of the male is about 3 lines, that of the female 
Si to 4 lines. 

The colour of the cephalo*thorax is reddish yellow-brown, 
marked with blackish on the margins, and with some irregular 
converging lines on the sides. The legs and palpi are yellow* 
brown, furnished with hairs and spines, and the abdomen (which 
is hairy and slightly larger behind than in front) is yellow* 
brown with a somewhat golden tinge, and has a longitudinal dusky 
blackish marking in the middle of the fore part, followed by a 
series of similarly coloured angular lines ; the sides are marked 
with blackish spots and markings. 

The radial apophysis of the male palpus is rather strong, 
prominent, sharp pointed, and bent a little downwards at its 
extremity ; the digital joint is large, and the palpal organs well 
.developed and oomplex. ••*«.. 



iTound, though very rarely, among moss and grass in woods 
at Bloxworth. I have also lately received it from Mr. 0. W. 
Dale, by whom it was found at Glanvilles Wootton. 

This spider forms a beautiful little white, closely woven, silken, 
egg cocoon, of a somewhat pear shape truncated at the larger end, 
and fixes it by a short foot stalk to a grass stem, or to a 
rush or twig near the ground. The beauty, however, of these 
little cocoons soon gives way before prudential considerations, for 
they are quickly covered overwith athick coatingof claymixed with 
silk, making them look like little pellets of dirt casually stuck 
upon the stems and twigs. Doubtless this clay coating is intended 
both for concealment, as well as to secure a more even 
temperature for the eggs (clay being an excellent nonconductor 
of either heat or cold) and also to keep off the attacks of insect 
parasites. I do not think that I have ever myself seen a nest of 
this spider, but, according to Mr. Blackwall, it measures about 3 
lines in diameter.* 

AGROECA PROXIMA. 

Aqelena pboxima, Cwmbr^ Trans. Linn. Soc., vol. xxvii, p. 415, 
pi. 54, No. 13. 

In general appearance, form, and colours this spider is very 
like Agroeca Irunnea ; it is however smaller, the male measuring 
no more than one-fifth of an inch in length, and the golden tinge 
given to A. brunnea, from the colouring of the hairy clothing, is 
never present, so far as I have seen, in Atproxima; the pattern 
also on the eephalo-thorax and abdomen, though very similar, 
is in general much less distinct. 

Some examples have a central, longitudinal, pale line on the 

fore half of the upper side of the abdomen. The radial apophysis 

of the male palpus is shorter and less prominent, and the 

digital joint is smaller ; the palpal organs also differ in their 

structure from those of the preceding species. 

♦Since writing tbe abore I hare met with an egg cocoon of exactly 3 
lines in diameter, and muoh shorter than those of the the next spider, 
A. proxima. This I conjecture to belong to A. brunnea. See plate ii., fig. 7a. 
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ihe female resembles the male in colours and markings, but is 
rather larger. 

Agroeca proxima is abundant am6ng moss and heather, and 
among debris of all kinds in hedges and woods at Bloxworth and 
in the neighbourhood. In these situations I also frequently find 
little pear-shaped egg cocoons corresponding very nearly to those 
supposed to belong to A. brunnea, except in being less in diameter 
though longer in the bulbous part (plate ii., fig. 7). 

They are likewise fixed in the same way to rushes or 
twigs of heath, grass stems, and rushes. Some of them 
may be found uncovered if met with before, or shortly after^ 
the eggs are placed in them, but more commonly they are 
found plastered over as above described. I have often hatched 
the young spiders from these cocoons, but have never succeeded 
in keeping them alive longer than to be able to determine their 
genus. I have, however, but little doubt that those now 
referred to are made by A. proxima, though no parent spider has 
ever been detected even near a nest, still less in the act of form- 
ing it, or coating it with clay. 

GENUS IIOCEANUM, L. Koch. OLUBIONA, Blachw. in 
part, + Agelena. Blackw. in part, and + Dbassus, Cambr. in 
part. 

Liooranum is nearly allied to Agroeca, but the maxillae are 
shorter, stronger in proportion, and very little inclined to the 
labium. The legs are very long, their relative length being 
4.1.2.3., and the eyes are rather closely grouped in two nearly 
concentric curved rows. The front row is, excepting in one species, 
the least curved, and the convexity of the curve is directed back- 
wards. Looked at in profile the cephalo-thorax slopes gradually 
forwards, from the beginning of the hinder slope to the eyes, 
which are placed very near to the lower margin of the clypeus. 
The legs have two parallel rows of long, strong spines beneath 
the tibiae, and metatarsi of the first two pairs. Four species are 
at present recorded as British, and all of these have been found 
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in I)orsetshire. One species only (Z. domestteum, Wider) attains 
any considerable size, the rest being very small. 

LIOCRANUM DOMESTICUM. 

Clttbiona domestioa, Wtd., Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel. 
p. 132. 

The length of the male is about three lines, that of the female 
four to four-and-a-half. 

The cephalo-thorax is yellow, tinged with brown, and 
the margins, as well as a rather irregular band on each 
side, are brownish-black. The legs and palpi are of a 
pale brownish-yellow hue, indistinctly annulated with brown. 
The abdomen is also dull-yellow, with a brownish tinge ; it has, 
on the upper side, along the middle of the fore part, a black 
band, broader behind than in front, and following this band are 
several angular black lines ; the sides also are thickly marked 
with black, and the underside is of a yellow-brown colour. The 
palpi of the male are long, the radial and cubital joints of equal 
length, but the latter is the stronger, and the former has a small, 
rather prominent, pointed, and slightly curved apophysis at its 
outer extremity. The digital joint is narrow-oval, and the 
palpal organs are small. 

This spider is the largest of the genus, and is apparently very 
local. I have found it frequently under stones and detached 
pieces of rock partially embedded in the soil, near Pennsylvania 
Oastle, Portland, in the autumn and late summer months ; all 
were females, and at that time immature, and therefore we may 
conclude its time of maturity to be in the spring or early summer. 
It is a very distinctly marked spider, and not likely to be mis- 
taken for any other species of this group, though at first sight it 
is not greatly unlike immature examples of Tegenaria atrica, which 
is abundant in the same locality and situation ; it is also exceed- 
ingly active, and escapes with great celerity on being exposed by 
lifting up the stone. Its usual position appears to be with its 
legs spread out flat upon the under side of the stone, sometimes 
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under a thin filmy web, at other times quite exposed, the web 
having been perhaps torn off in raising the stone. 

I have received both sexes, in the adult state, from Lydney in 
Gloucestershire; and very recently an adult female has been 
found near Sherborne by my nephew, Frederick Octavius P. 
Cambridge. 

LIOCRANUM GRACILIMS. 

Aoelena obacilipes, Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 162, 
pi. x, fig. 104. 

Drassus prblonghpes, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., Tune, 1861. 

The adult male measures but one-tenth to £th of an inch in 
length, the female being rather larger. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dull reddish-yellow, with a 
black linear margin, and suffused, especially in irregular, converg- 
ing lines on the sides, with dark brown tinged with olive. The 
legs are very long, particularly those of the first and fourth pairs, 
and the femora are broad, but of a somewhat flattish f orm ; two 
parallel rows of longish spines are disposed longitudinally under- 
neath the tibiae and metatarsi of the first and second pairs ; their 
colour is a clear coppery-yellow, with the femora, tibise, and meta- 
tarsi of the first and second pairs, as well as the tibiae and meta- 
tarsi of the third and fourth, strongly suffused with blackish olive- 
brown. 

The palpi are similar to the legs in colour ; they are long, and 
the radial is larger than the cubital joint ; the radial apophysis is 
short, blackish, slightly bent, and somewhat obtusely pointed at 
its extremity. The digital joint is small, and the palpal organs 
simple. The upper side of the abdomen is yellow, much 
suffused with dark olive-brown in front, and with a longitudinal 
series of very distinct, dark brown, angular bars on the hinder 
part; in some examples these bars might be more correctly 
described as yellow on a dark-brown ground. The adult female 
resembles the male in colours ; but there is some variety in the 
brightness and distinctness of colouring in the individuals of a 
long series of both sexes. 
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Found near Lyndhurst, Hants, as well as among moss and 
heather on Bloxworth heath. It is adult in July, August and 
September, when I have occasionally observed the male running 
in sandy places in sunshine. In June, 1877, I met with it in 
abundance among star grass on the sand hills between Little 
Sea and the seashore near Studland ; but all were then imma- 
ture. This species does not yet appear to have been found on 
the continent, and it is but very recently that I have been able 
to identify, as undoubtedly synonymous, Agelena gracilipes, BL, 
and Dras8U8 prabngipes, Oambr. 

LIOCBANUM CELEB, Sp. 71. 

Dbassus paluaedh, Cambr., Trans., Linn. Soc. xxvii, p. 413 

(exclude the synonyms there quoted). 
Liocbanttm GRAOHJPES, Cambr., l.c. xxviii. p. 440, in part. 

An immature female of this spider measured about one line 
in length. 

Although this spider was formerly considered to be only the 
immature form of Agelena gracilipes, Bl. (which it. resembles very 
nearly in general colouring and appearance) the recent capture 
of numerous examples of that species leads me to believe it to 
be decidedly distinct, and hitherto undescribed. It may be 
readily distinguished by the posterior row of eyes being straight, 
and the interval between the eyes of each lateral pair being con- 
sequently greater. The cephaio-thorax has a similar ground- 
colour, but it is much less generally suffused with brown, the 
converging markings being black brown and much more distinct. 
In A. gracilipe8 there % is also, on each side of the cephaio-thorax, 
an indistinct, pale, submarginal stripe, always more or less 
traceable, while in the present spider it is quite absent. The 
falces are marked like the cephaio-thorax. 

Another very tangible, distinguishing character is furnished 
by the two anterior pairs of legs, the tibia and metatarsi of which 
are immaculate, while the femora and genua are slightly suffused 
with brown, as well as boldly and distinctly marked with some 
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large, dark blackish-brown patches ; similar markings may also 
be traced, though in a much less degree, on the femora of the 
third pair. 

The abdomen is black-brown, minutely mottled with yellowish, 
and has a series of fine angular lines of the same colour, on the 
hinder half of the upper side. The spinners are of a clear 
yellow. 

The example above described was found on Bloxworth heath 
in the summer of 1866. It may be easily distinguished also 
from the true Z. pattiardii, L. Koch, by the characters above 
given. 

LIOCRANUM CELANS. 

Agblbna celanS; Bhokw. Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 161, 
pi. x., fig. 103. 

This spider is also nearly allied to Liocranum gracilipes, Blackw., 
but may be easily distinguished by its generally brighter colour- 
ing and more distinct markings, though their general disposition 
is very similar. It is also rather larger, the male measuring about 
1} lines in length and the female 2 lines. The cephalo-thorax in 
dark brown with the margins, and a distinctly defined narrow, 
central, longitudinal band, of a rather orange-yellow colour. 
The legs and palpi are reddish-brown, sometimes brownish- 
yellow; and the abdomen is of a deep rich brown, with a series 
of bright reddish-yellow, angular bars (or sometimes almost con- 
fluent, triangular markings) along the hinder half of the upper 
side* These angular bars join in with some less distinct, but 
similarly coloured, markings on the forepart; these latter 
generally consist of a longitudinal central bar, and one or two 
indistinct blotches on each side. The legs are shorter than those of 
L. graciltpes, but are similarly armed with spines beneath the tibiae 
and metatarsi of the first and second pairs. The radial apophysis 
of the male palpus is straight, and pointed at its extremity ; the 
palpal organs are well developed and rather complex. 

I have met with this spider, on two or three occasions only, on 
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Bloxworth heath, and in the same situations as Z. gracilipee. It 
is also found, though rarely, in North Wales. 

Mons. Eugene Simon has sent me Z. celam from France, where 
he informs me that it is an abundant species. 

GENUS HECAEKGE, Blachw. 

This genus may be readily distinguished from all the rest of 
the genera of this family (excepting Micaria Phrurolithus and 
Gnaphosa) by the convexity of the hinder row of eyes being directed 
forwards ; the anterior row being slightly curved in an opposite 
direction. The maxillae are short, strong, straight, and inclined 
towards the labium. The cephalo-thorax is rather pointed in 
front ; and the tibiae and metatarsi of the first two pairs of legs 
are armed with two parallel; longitudinal rows of long, strong, 
sessile spines. 

Two species are known as British, and both of them are found 
in Dorsetshire. 

HECAERGE MACULATA. 

Hecaerge maculata, Blaclcw., Lond. and Edinbro', Phil. Mag* 

3 Ser. iii., p. 193. 
„ spdtcmana, Blacktop Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 

41, pi. iii., fig. 21. 
The male of this spider is about one-fifth of an inch in length, 
and the female one-fourth. The cephalo-thorax is of a pale 
yellowish-brown colour, marked with a broad brown band along 
each side, and the margins are also marked with one or two fine 
lines of the same colour. The hinder row of eyes is curved, the 
convexity of the curve directed forwards, and that of the front 
row (which is less curved) backwards. The legs are pale yellow, 
marked with dark brown spots and lines, and the tibiae and 
metatarsi dark brown; beneath these two last joints are two 
parallel rows of long strong spines, sessile, but moveable at will; 
and the sternum is pale yellow, with some dark brown marginal 
spots. The abdomen is pale yellowish-brown, suffused a little 
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with white in some parts ; two broken, blackish lines begin at 
the fore extremity of the upper side, and enclosing a narrow, 
somewhat elongate, pointed space, unite about the middle, and 
continue to the spinners as a row of spots ; towards each side of 
abdomen is also another curved longitudinal, broken, blackish 
band or stripe. The sides and under side are also spotted with 
black. The palpi are pale yellowish-brown ; the radial apophysis 
is small, short, and pointed. The digital joint is not large ; and 
the palpal organs are not very complex, but have a curved and 
pointed process, which extends to their fore extremity. 

This is a very active and abundant spider at Bloxworth, and 
in many other localities both of Dorsetshire and England, among 
dead leaves and plants in hedge -rows j it is found, also, 
among heather, as well as in moss in damp places. This spider 
was included by Mr. Blackwall among the Zycosides, chiefly on 
account of the backward curve of the posterior row of eyes, 
which causes it to resemble very nearly some spiders of that 
family ; but the possession of only two tarsal claws instead of 
three (the constant number in all Lycosid Genera) undoubtedly 
removes it from the Lymides ; and its true place is now generally 
agreed to be among the Drasstdes. 

HECAERGE NEMORALIS. 

Hecaebgb nbmoealis, BlacJcw., Ann. and Mag. N. H., 3 Ser. 
viii., p. 441. 

This spider is very nearly allied to the foregoing, and is also 
of the same size ; it is, however, darker, and the markings are 
not so distinct; the most obvious distinguishing character lies in its 
rather dense clothing of long greyish silky hairs, which almost 
wholly conceal its markings. The palpi also and palpal organs 
differ a little in structure from those of U. maculata. 

Two examples only have occurred in Dorsetshire, having been 
found in spring among heather on Bloxworth heath — it had 
previously only been found among dead leaves in woods in North 
Wales by Mr. Blackwall. 
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GENUS PHKUKOLITHUS, C. Z. Koch DEASSUS, BUckw. 
in part. 

The cephalo-thorax in this genus is oval. The maxillee strong, 
enlarged at the insertion of the palpi, very broad at the base, 
and inclinod towards the labium. The eyes are in two short, 
transverse, slightly-curved, concentric rows, the convexity of the 
curve directed backwards. 

Only one species is recorded as British, and that one is toler- 
ably abundant in Dorsetshire. 

PHRUROLITHUS FESTIVUS. 

Phburolithtjs festivus, C. Z. Koch, Die Arachn. vi., p. 110, 

Taf. 207, fig. 511, 512. 
Deassus pbomnqutts, Blackw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
120, pi. vi., fig. 74. 

A very pretty little shining, active, ant-like ^spider, with some 
brownish yellow-white markings and spots on the abdomen, 
whose ground colour is deep brown. The length of the male is 
one-ninth of an inch, the female being rather larger. The 
cephalo-thorax is brown, clothed with hoary hairs, some of 
which are disposed in converging lines. The legs are tolerably 
long, slender, and of a yellowish-brown colour, with the femora 
of the first and second pairs dark blackish-brown. The palpi 
are strong; the humeral joint has a prominence near its 
extremity underneath, clothed with hairs ; the radial joint has, 
at its outer side forwards, a prominent apophysis of (compara- 
tively) enormous size and curved form, its extremity being 
slightly cleft, or bifid (pi. 1, fig. 15). The digital joint is large 
and the palpal organs prominent, but not very complex. 

Tolerably abundant at Bloxworth, Portland, and other 
localities in Dorsetshire ; being found under stones, among moss 
and herbage, or d6bris in hedges, and marshy places ; in Portland 
I have found it frequently under stones on the Weymouth side 
of the Chesil Beach, close to high water mark. It appears to be 
very abundant in the Fens of Cambridgeshire, 



FAMILY EEESIDES. 



DISTINGUISHING character of this family is the 



broad, somewhat quadrate cephalo-thorax, of which the 



ESfisi caput is usually very convex, and much raised above the 
level of the thorax. The eyes form an enormous, nearly square 
figure, on the frontal part of the caput ; the legs are strong, 
and the metatarsi of the fourth pair in the females have 
calamistra, while both sexes are furnished with a supernumerary 
spinning organ immediately in front of the ordinary spinners. 
Tarsal claws 3. 

The spiders of this family are not very numerous, and most 
of them are tropical or sub-tropical. Mons. Simon has lately 
divided them into several genera. One only is represented in 
England, and that by but a single species. 



The four outer eyes form a large quadrilateral figure, occupy- 
ing the whole of the front and sides of the caput, and the four 
others describe a small figure of the same form just within the 
straight line formed by the two foremost of the other eyes, and 
intermediate between them. The maxillae are straight, enlarged 
and rounded at their extremities, and not inclined to the labium, 
which is rather long and pointed at its apex. Legs, 4.1.2.3. 

EEESUS CINNABERINUS. 

Ebesus CINNABEBINT7S, WalcL, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
IreL, p. 46, pi. iii., fig. 23. 
Length of the male about one-third of an inch. 




GENUS EEESUS, Walck. 
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The cephalo-thorax of this fine and showy spider is black with 
a short red tapering band on the hinder part of each lateral 
margin. The legs are short, strong and black, annulated with 
white, and furnished with red hairs on the femora of the second, 
third, and fourth pairs. The palpi are also black with white 
annuli, and the abdomen, which (as well as all the rest of the 
spider) is thickly clothed with short hairs, has the upper side of 
a bright scarlet red, with four large black spots, edged with 
white hairs, forming a square ; and often between this square 
and the spinners are two other similar, but smaller, spots in a 
transverse line ; the underside is black with a white spot near its 
hinder extremity, and the spiracular plates are clothed with red 
hairs. 

The claim of this beautiful species to be British rested, up to 
a recent date, solely on the authority of the late Dr. Leach 
(Encyclop, Brit., Supplement to the 4th, 5th, and 6th editions). 
No reference is, however, given either to the finder or the 
locality, nor yet to the date of capture. An adult male example 
(now in my possession), one of two examples captured by the 
late J. C. Dale, Esq., of Glanvilles Wootton, a few years ago, 
on Parley heath, between Wimborne and Eingwood, and within 
the limits of the county of Dorset, is therefore the first, and as 
yet the only, authentic instance of its occurrence in England, f 

Few spiders have been the occasion of greater differences of 
opinion among arachnologists, as to their systematic position, 
than t^is one. It has been placed by one or another in the most 
widely separated positions. By the majority it is placed among 
or near the SaUictdes. Conceiving, however, that it has no 
really true affinity with them, I have placed it here as a separate 
family immediately before the Genus Dictyna (Fam. Dictynides) 
with the most typical members of which it appears to me to 
have very much in common, both in structure and form.* One 

t I have lately learnt that an adult male was taken at Bournemouth in 
1874, and is now in the British Museum collection. 

* In a recent publication, Dr. P. Bertkau, an eminent German arachnolo- 
gist, assigns a very nearly similar position to Eresus. Verb, d, Nat. Ver. 
Jahrg. xxxiv., iv. Bd., p. 273. 
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species which I met with in abundance in Palestine {Eresus 
acanthophilus, Duf our) is also somewhat similar in habits to Lictyna 
arundinacea, forming an irregular snare among the twigs of low 
plants and shrubs, and living in a cornucopia kind of retreat. 



FAMILY DICTYNIDES. 



N the typical group of this family (Dictyna, Sund., 
Ergati8, Blackw.) the caput is more or less considerably 
elevated, but in other groups not so much ; in all it is 
compressed on its lateral margins, thus differing from Eresus ; 
all the females have calamistra on the metatarsi of the fourth 
pair of legs, the males possessing only the supernumerary 
spinning organ in front of the usual spinners. The terminal 
tarsal claws are three in number. 

GENUS DIOTYNA, Sund. EEGATIS, Blackw. 

The cephalo-thorax in Dictyna is, in most instances, consider- 
ably raised above the thorax in a very convex form. The f alces, 
especially in males, are long, strongly curved, or excavated on their 
inner sides, and prominent in front near their base. The eyes are 
in two transverse curved rows, those of each lateral pair near 
together. The legs are rather short, 1 .2.4.3., and have calamistra 
on the metatarsi of the fourth pair. The inaxillee are nearly 
straight, rather rounded at their extremity, and inclined towards 
the labium, which is large and of a somewhat sub-triangular 
form. Immediately in front of the ordinary spinners is the 
supernumerary spinning organ, described in the introductory 
chapter. 

This genus comprises a group of small spiders, whose habit is 
to spin an irregular snare, consisting of numerous lines crossing 
and recrossing each other, among the blooms of the rush, or at 
the extremity of heather shoots, or in and among the leaves of 
other plants, as well as of low trees. The female lays her eggs 
in small cocoons within the snare, and carefully guards them 
until the young are hatched. 
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Five species are recorded in Britain, three of them being 
found in Dorsetshire. 

DICTYNA ARUNDINACEA. 

Aranea arundinacea, Zinn., Syst. Nat. Ed. 10, p. 620. 
Ergatis bexigna, Blaclcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 146, 
pi. ix., fig. 93. 

A small but very abundant spider, in the heath districts of 
Dorset. Almost every rush stem, and heather twig or bloom, 
has its extremity tenanted in spring and summer by this pretty, 
though soberly-coloured spider. 

The caput is greatly raised in a rounded-convex form, and, 
with the rest of the cephalo^-thorax, is of a deep brown colour. The 
fore part of the upperside of the caput is furnished with numerous 
white hairs, disposed in lines converging forwards. The legs 
and palpi are strong and of a brown colour, and the abdomen 
is yellow brown, clothed with greyish or white pubescence, and 
has a, sometimes irregular, deep chocolate brown, dentated band 
along the middle of the fore part of the upper side, followed by 
some broken angular bars of the same hue towards the spinners ; 
the sides are brown mottled with white. The f alces of the male 
are longer than those of the female, and of an irregular, bent 
form. The radial joint of the male palpus has a very small, 
short, slightly-curved, bifid-pointed process or spur, projecting 
at less than a right angle from near the base of the upper side ; 
and the palpal organs have a somewhat corkscrew-shaped, 
pointed spine directed backwards, and almost reaching the articu. 
lation of the radial and cubital joints. 

The length of the male is about one-eighth of an inch, and 
the female is rather larger. 

If the snare of this little spider be torn open and the spider 
exposed to view, it makes no attempt to escape, apparently pre. 
f erring to share in the general destruction of its home, rather 
than to find safety by deserting it. 
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DICTYNA UNCINATA. 
Dictyna tocinata, Thorell, Kec. Crit. Aran., p. 82. 
Ergatis arborea, Cambr., Zoologist, 1862, p. 7960. 

In general appearance, structure, colours, and markings this 
spider is very like its near ally, Dictyna arundinacea ; it may, how- 
ever, be distinguished without any difficulty, not only by its smaller 
size — the male measuring no more than one-tenth of an inch in 
length — but by a striking difference in the spur which projects 
from the upper side of the radial joint. In the present species 
this spur is long, nearly as long as the joint itself, rather tapering 
but also bifid or notched at its extremity (which is dark coloured, 
the rest being yellow-brown), and springs more nearly perpendicu- 
larly, and quite from the base of the joint instead of only from near 
it. The dark-brown longitudinal band also, on the fore part of 
the abdomen, is not dentated on its edges ; and the transverse 
bars on the hinder half are more curved than angular, their ends 
generally terminating with an oblique spot, or short line, of the 
same hue. These transverse bars are often composed of two fine, 
approximated, dark-brown lines, frequently more or less obsolete, 
and seldom equally well represented in any two individuals. 
The female is rather larger than the male, and (like the female 
of the foregoing species) of a generally paler hue. 

Found in tolerable abundance on trees and bushes at Blox- 
worth, where it makes its snare in and among the leaves and 
small twigs. More rarely I have found it in similar situations 
with D. arundinacea. It often forms its snare in the leaves of 
rank nettles growing under hedge-rows; and appears to be 
generally distributed in the South of England. 

DICTYNA LATENS. 

Aranea latens, Fair. f Syst. Ent., p. 432 (in part). 
Ergatis latens, Blackw^ Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 149, 
pi. ix., fig. 95. 

This spider is rather smaller than Dictyna arundinacea but a little 
larger than J), uncinate, the male measuring about one-ninth of 
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an inch in length. It may easily be distinguished from both 
those species by the prevailing hue, which is of a dark iron 
grey, caused by a dense grey pubescence on a nearly black 
ground. The abdomen has a broad, dentated, black band along 
the middle of the upper side, rather tapering at each end ; and 
on thd hinder part several whitish angular lines are sometimes 
visible. In the form of the falces, palpi, and papal organs there 
is a very close similarity to D. arundmacea. 

Found frequently on bushes and underwood, particularly on 
furze bushes on the heath at Bloxworth, and in many other 
localities in Dorsetshire, when the furze bloom is full out in May 
and June. It is also common in numerous other parts of Eng- 
land. 

GENUS LETHIA, Menge. CENIELO, Bhekw. (in part). 

The spiders of this genus have not the very convex caput 
of Dictyna, nor its peculiarly shaped falces. The maxillee are 
strong, straight, enlarged at their extremities and inclined a 
little towards the labium, which is oblong-oval and truncated 
at the apex. The eyes are in two transverse curved rows. 

The legs are rather short, and not very different in absolute 
length'; their relative length is 1.2.4.3., or 1.4.2.3., the difference 
between 2 and 4 being very slight. There are calamistra on the 
metatarsi of the fourth pair, with the supernumerary spinning 
organs in front of the other spinners ; and the terminal tarsal 
claws are three in number. 

The spiders of this genus are all very small ; six are at present 
known as British, four of them being found in Dorsetshire. 

LETHIA HUMILIS. 

Ciniplo htoiilis, Bhekw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 145,, 
pi. ix., fig. 92. 

The adult male of this pretty little spider measures about one- 
twelfth of an inch in length, and the female one-tenth. The 
cephalo-thorax is of a brown hue, marked with a marginal, and 
lateral converging, blackish-brown lines. The legs are yellowish- 
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brown annulated with brownish, black. The abdomen is of a pale 
yellowish-brown on the upper side mixed with white, yellowish, 
and often with red-brown ; it is divided longitudinally by a blackish 
tapering stripe, and on the hinder half there is a series of strong 
blackish angular bars, the extremities of which are sometimes a 
little enlarged. The sides of the abdomen are thickly reticulated 
with brown lines, and on the under side are two longitudinal 
bands of the same colour. The female resembles the male in 
colours and markings, but the ground colour is often much paler, 
and the pattern consequently more distinct. 

The cubital joint of the male palpus r has its fore extremity, on 
the upper side, produced into a short, pointed, curved, reddish 
spine, and the palpal organs are simple, with a coiled filiform 
spine connected with their surface. 

This is an abundant species, on furze bushes when in full 
bloom on Bloxworth heath, and is also frequently found running, 
on warm sunshiny spring mornings, on iron railings on the 
Rectory lawn. It is also common throughout the southern 
counties of England. 

LETHIA MENGII. 

Ciitcflo &ENGH, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxviii., p. 441, p. 33, 
No. 7. 

This spider is similar in size and form to Lethia Jwmilis, but 
the male may easily be distinguished by its darker colouring and 
by the form and structure of the palpi and palpal organs. 

The markings on the abdomen are also less distinct, and vary 
in their colour, being yellow-brown on a deep black-brown 
ground. The cubital joint of the palpus is also devoid of the 
characteristic spine found at the fore extremity of the cubital 
joint of Z. humilts. The palpal organs are highly developed 
and prominent, with several processes, and a filiform spine is 
connected with their surface. * 

A single example only, found on the lawn railings at Blox- 
worth Rectory in early summer, has yet been recorded. It has 
not, so far as I know, been observed upon the continent. 
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LETHIA PUTA. 

Cixiflo puta, Cambr.y Zoologist 1863, p. 8570, and Trans. Linn. 
Soc. xxviii, p. 440. 

The length of the female of this minute species is one-fifteenth 
of an inch, being thus much smaller than either of the fore- 
going, from which it may readily be distinguished by its almost 
uniform yellow-brown colour ; faint traces, however, of a pattern 
on the abdomen somewhat similar to that of Z. Mengii may be 
seen on a close examination. 

A single example only has yet been recorded in England, and 
this was found by myself at Bloxworth in 1861. It has been 
found in Prussia, and I have also received it from France. 

LETHIA ALBISPIRACULIS. 

Lethia albispiraoulis, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., S. 5, vol. 
1, p. 109, p. xi., fig. 1. 

This spider is very nearly allied to Lethia puta, but is rather 
larger, stouter, and darker coloured; it is also easily distinguished 
by the shining white, spiracular plates, beneath the fore 
extremity of the abdomen. The pattern on the abdomen is 
somewhat similar to that of Z. puta, but the vertices of the pale 
angular lines on the hinder half of the upper side, as well as 
their extremities, are, each, marked with a minute tuft of white 
hairs, thus forming three longitudinal and nearly parallel lines 
of tufts. 

The length is about one-thirteenth of an inch. 

Three adult females were found under stones on the Weymouth 
shore of the Chesil Beach, Portland, on the occasion of the first 
meeting of the Dorset Natural History Society and Antiquarian 
Field Club, June 1st, 1875. 

GENUS AMATJEOBITJS, C. Z. Koch CINIFLO, Bkekw. (in 
part). 

This genus forms a passage from the present to the next 
family (Agelenides J in which last it has usually been included. The 
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character, however, of the abdominal markings, and the posses- 
sion of calamistra and supernumerary spinning organs, as we\ 
as the structure of the ordinary spinners, appear to me to point 
to its present position as the most natural one. 

The maxillse are enlarged and rounded at their extremity, 
straight, but a little inclined to the labium, which is of a some- 
what oblong-oval form truncated at the apex. 

The caput is very slightly higher than the thorax, and its 
lateral margins are compressed. The eyes are in two transverse, 
curved rows ; those of each lateral pair are separated from each 
other by a small but distinct interval, which is xiot very apparent 
at first sight, as they are seated on contiguous dark-coloured 
tubercles. Legs 1.4.2.3. Terminal tarsal claws 3. 

The species at present known in Britain are three only. They 
are all of considerable size — one almost, if not (at least in some 
examples of the female) quite, the largest of our British spiders ; 
and all three aro found in Dorsetshire. 

AMAUKOBIUS SIMILIS. 

Ciniflo similis, Blachw.f Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 141, 
pi. ix., fig. 89. 

The length of the male is about 5 lines, and the female is 
(often considerably) larger. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a reddish yellow-brown colour, 
darkest on the forepart of the caput. The legs are very similar 
in hue, with dark brown annulations ; and the abdomen is dark 
brown with a broad, yellowish, longitudinal, band on the upper 
side, broadest in the middle ; within the fore half of this band is 
a more or less distinct, large, oblong, dark blackish-brown mark- 
ing, broadest at its hinder extremity, and generally broken, both 
longitudinally and transversely, by a pale interval. This is 
followed, by a series of brown angular lines, to the spinners, 
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which are short. The palpi and palpal organs are of complex 
structure ; the radial joint is short and strong, but has several 
projections at its fore extremity; one of these, towards the inner 
side in front, is rather long, tapering, slender, curved, and 
terminates in a rather fine, dark, spine-like point. 

This is one of our commonest house-spiders, being also 
abundant under old boards and stones, as well as in holes in gate 
posts and timber generally ; it is likewise found in crevices of all 
kinds, especially in the cracks and joints of brick walls when the 
mortar has come out. Round the entrance to the tubular snare 
formed in such situations, the spider spins various rather irregu- 
lar lines, some of which often present a somewhat radiating 
appearance, and are dressed with some flocculent adhesive 
silk ; flies and other insects, becoming entangled in the outer 
lines, are immediately rushed out upon, seized, and drawn 
into the nest by the spider who lies in wait not far from its 
entrance. It is easy to bring the spider to the mouth of its 
dwelling by gently disturbing the snare with a grass mote. 
This is, at the moment, mistaken by the spider, for the entangle- 
ment of a fly; the ruse is, however, quickly discovered, and 
the spider retreats at once. Better still it is to drop a fly into 
the web, when the occupant, if at home, will not fail to make a 
speedy prize of it. After a little time the spider may be tamed, 
so far as to take a fly from the fingers, but at first it is necessary 
to keep out of sight, and to be very wary in respect to the amount 
of disturbance caused. It is the female only that is found in these 
situations ; the male (when adult) lurks in similar places (though 
not in a web) by day, and by night roams about, and may be 
often found, after sunset, crawling on the walls of old dark rooms 
and passages during the autumn, winter, and early spring 
months. 

Although abundant in England, especially in the southern 
counties, this spider does not yet appear to have been observed 
on the Continent; and several attempts to acclimatize it in 
Germany have hitherto failed of success, 
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AMAUROBIUS FENESTRALIS. 

Amaubobius fenestbalia, Stroem, Beskr. ov. Norske Ins., 2 St., 
in Det Trondhiemske Selsk Skrift iv., p. 
362, pi. xvi., fig. xxiii. 

Ciniflo atbox, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 140, pi. 
ix., fig. 88. 

This spider is smaller than Amaurolius similis, but is very 
nearly allied, and bears a considerable resemblance to it in 
form, colours, markings, and structure. 

It may, however, be readily distinguished, not only by its 
smaller size, the male measuring but 3 J lines or thereabouts in 
length, but by its brighter and more distinct markings ; the 
dark marking on the forehalf of the upper side of the abdomen 
is black -brown, less broken and much more compact, and the 
caput is also much darker. The radial joint of the male palpus 
bears a general resemblance in its structure to that of A. similis t 
but the projection on the inner side in front is not so long, less 
pointed, i.e., somewhat obtuse, paler coloured, and of a less spinous 
appearance. 

The female is larger, but resembles the male in colours and 
markings. 

Found, but rarely, at Bloxworth, under stones and brickbats. 
It is much more abundant in the North of England, as well as 
in Scotland and "Wales, but is not (so far as I am aware) found 
in houses or other buildings ; or, at least, it occurs much less 
frequently in such situations than A. similis. 

AMAUROBIUS FEROX. 

Ciniflo febox, WaM, Blachw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
142, pi. ix., fig. 90. 
This is one of our largest spiders, the female often measuring 
upwards of six lines in length and the male about four-and-a-half 
to five. 

It is found in cellars, under the floors of dwellinghouses, in out- 
houses, as well as (out of doors) under large stones and logs of 
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wood. It is generally distributed in England ; but in the county 
of Dorset I have found it more abundantly under large pieces of 
detached rock near Pennsylvania Castle, Portland, than in any 
other locality. Like some other spiders it is apt to come out from 
its lurking place in those states of atmosphere which betoken the 
approach of rain. It is thus frequently to be seen crawling on 
the walls and seats of dilapidated churches, and has (I am told) 
received the name, in the neighbourhood of Plymouth, of " Old 
Churchman;" and it is looked upon there with a sort of 
superstitious respect, not unmixed, however, with ill-concealed, 
though unreasonable, disgust. 

The whole spider has a black and rather sepulchral aspect; when 
looked at more nearly the cephalo-thorax is of a dusky-brown, 
tinged with dull yellowish, the caput being much the darkest. 
The legs and palpi are similarly coloured with, rather indistinct, 
sooty-black annulations; and the abdomen is dull brownish-black, 
with the greater part of the fore-half of the upper side dusky 
yellowish-white, divided longitudinally by two somewhat dentated, 
but often rather indefinite, curved bands, leaving a broad, central, 
longitudinal, pale band, pointed behind, and followed to the 
spinners by a series of dull yellowish-white > angular bars, of 
which the vertices are often broken and incomplete, and some- 
times altogether wanting, or else represented only by small 
indistinct spots. This last variety constitutes the Ciniflo mordax 
of Blackwall. 

The palpi and palpal organs of the male are an exaggeration, 
in their form and structure, of those of A. similis and A, atrox; 
but a very striking and distinctive character of these organs is a 
large lobe, the most protuberant part of which is white on the 
outer side, and in a dim light has a shining, and almost semi- 
luminous, appearance. 

The adult female is a bold and powerful spider, and will bite 
the fingers fiercely when laid hold of. Sport, of a kind, has been 
furnished before now by ferreting out this spider from its tubular 
retreat; making use of the uncanny-looking black beetle, 
popularly known as the "Devil's coach-horse" — Ocypus olem — 
for a ferret 
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jllTH few exceptions the spider of this family may be 
known, from the foregoing, by the greater length of 
their very hairy, and spiny legs ; and especially by the 
length of the superior pair of spinners. The cephalo-thorax also 
(looked at from above) is usually much rounder behind, and the 
caput more produced forwards, as well as much more constricted on 
its lateral margins. The eyes are placed in two more or less curved 
transverse rows ; they are not very large, nor greatly different in 
size, and those of the lateral pairs are not contiguous to each other. 
Their usual snare is a, more or less horizontal, sheet of web with 
one or more tubular retreats leading from it, and numerous 
irregular lines disposed about it. To this, Argyroneta aquatica, 
Latr. (not yet found in Dorsetshire, but abundant in ditches, pools, 
and ponds in some parts of England), is an exception. 

The legs have no calamistra, and there is no supernumerary 
spinning organ. Tarsal claws three in number. Legs 4.1.2.3. 

GENUS CBYPHOEOA, Thorell TEGENAKIA, Blachw, in 
part + COELOTES, Cambr ., in part. 

An obscure genus, of which two species only are regarded as 
British. One of these (not yet found in Dorsetshire) is included 
by Mr. Blackwall in the genus Tegenarta — T. sikicola, Walck. — 
and the other, described by myself some years since, provisionally, 
as a Coehtes, was found in Dorsetshire. 

The maxillse are straight, rounded at their extremity, some- 
times inclined to the labium, which is short, broadest at the 
base, and truncated at the apex. Eyes in two slightly curved, 
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nearly parallel row* ; and the tibia© and metatarsi of the fi*st and 
second pairs have two parallel, longitudinal rows 1 of spines 
beneath them. 

CRYPHOECA , MQERENS, • , 

Coelotes moeeens, Cwtnbr.j Zoologist 1863, p. 85?2. 

The cephalo-thorax of this rare spider is dull, pale yellowish- 
brown, marked with dark blackish margins and converging lines, 
and suffused with blackish at the forepart of the caput. The 
foremost row of eyes is the shortest and nearly straight, and the 
tinder one curves slightly irom it, the convexity of ' the 
curve directed backwards. The eyes of the foremost row are 
very close together. The legs and palpi are paler than the 
cephalo-thorax, and the former have {heir tibiae, tarsi, and meta- 
tarsi suffused with blackish. The maxillae Are strongly inclined 
to the labium. The abdomen is black, freckled with small pale 
jpots or points ; the upper side has a whitish spot on each side 
of the middle; each of these is followed by an oblong, slightly 
oblique patch of the same colour, after which come two other 
patches, on each side, rather more oblique and (like the former) 
opposed to each other, fdrming angular lines, interrupted at their 
apices ; between these and the spinners are one or two short, 
rather cuWed, transverse lines of a similar hue. ' 

'The inferior spinners ttre i longer and stionger' than the 
sujfeiio* ; thus differing fr6m those of the rest of the Agelenides. 

A single example', not jret adult, and measuring only l-13th 
of &n inch in length, Was found among low plants in Bfcrewood 
hear Bloxworth, in May, 1862, and still remains unique. ' 

I ajth not convinced as to the correctness of its present systematic 
position, in which, however, I have placed it in accordance with 
the opinion of Mons. Eugene Simon, who has carefully examined 
the sp?ecimen here described. 

GENUS COELOTES, Blackw. 

The cephalo-thorax in this genus is of an elongate- form, oval 
behind, broadish in front, and constricted (but not so strongly as 
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In some otter genera) on the lateral margins of the caput, which 
is of a well rounded convex shape behind the eyes. The eyes 
are in two nearly concentrically . curved rows, of which the 
anterior row is the shortest, and the convexity of the curves is 
directed backwards ; they do not differ greatly in size, the fore- 
laterals being the largest, and the fore-centrals the smallest. 

The legs are moderate in length, 4.1.2.3, strong, and furnished 
with hairs, bristles, and spines. 

The f alces are long, powerful, and very prominent, or gibbous, 
at their base in front. 

The maxillae are strong and rather of a curved form, broadest 
towards their extremity, where they are rounded on the outer, 
and obliquely truncated on the inner sides. The labium is 
oblong-oval, truncated at the apex, and about two-thirds of the 
length of the maxillee. 

One species only is as yet known in Great Britain, and that 
one has very lately occurred in Dorsetshire. 

COELOTES ATROPOS. 

Drasstjs atbopos, Walck., Ins., Apt. ii., p. 627. 
Coelotes saxatells, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 169, 
pi. xii., fig. 109. 

Length of the male 5 to 5 J lines; female rather larger. 
Cephalo-thorax dark reddish-brown, darkest on the caput. 
The legs are of a rather redder hue than the cephalo- 
thorax. The palpi (of the male) have the cubital and radial 
joints short; on the outside of the cubital joint is a large 
prominent apophysis with two angular prominences on its upper 
side. At the outer side of the radial joint is a pointed, and in 
front of it a shorter obtuse, apophysis. 

The palpal organs are prominent and complex, with a curved, 
finely pointed spine on the inner side. The falces are strong, 
very prominent at the base in front, and like the caput in colour. 

The abdomen is oval, rather broadest behind, yellowish-brown, 
marked, and spotted with black ; and has a longitudinal, central, 
black band, tapering to a line at the spinners. On each side of 
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this band is a series of oblique, brownish lines, which often unite 
towards the hinder part and represent the ordinary angular 
lines. 

Examples of this fine spider have very lately (October, 1878) 
been sent to me by Mr. C. W. Dale, by whom they were found 
near Lyme Kegis in this county. It is usually found 
under stones, in woods and waste places; and is adult in the 
spring and summer months. It has occurred more commonly in 
North Wales, the North of England, Scotland, and in Wych- 
wood Forest, near Oxford. Mr. Dale has also (in 1877) sent it 
to me from Lynton, in the North of Devon. 

GENUS TEGENAEIA, Latr. 

The spiders of this genus have the cephalo-thorax very broad- 
oval behind, and much constricted, laterally, on the margins of 
the caput. Falces powerful ; legs long, well clad with hairs* 
bristles, and spines. Superior spinners much the longest, 
bi-articulate, and upturned. Mr. Blackwall describes the 
superior spinners of Tegenarta, and some others of the Agelenides, 
as tri-articulate ; but the portion he considered to be a basal 
joint, is no more than a continuous, inarticulate, prominence of 
the abdomen itself. Maxillae long, straight, broadest at the 
extremity, where they are lounded on the outer, and obliquely 
truncated on the inner side. Labium short, oblong, rather 
hollowed at the apex. 

Most of the genus Tegenarta are house-spiders, or, at least, live 
in houses quite as much as out of doors. They spin a horizontal 
sheet of web, covered by numerous lines crossing each other in 
various directions, in the angles of walls, corners of unused rooms 
and cellars, &c, with one or more apertures near the centre of 
the web leading to a somewhat tubular retreat, in or at the 
mouth of which they usually lie in wait. 

Five species are at present known in Britain, and four of these 
have been found in Dorsetshire; the fifth species (Tegmaria 
Guyonii, Ghierin, T. domestica, Black w.) is the largest of the 
group ; the extent of its outstretched legs often reaching four 
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inches. There seems to be no reason why it shpuld not occur in 
this county. It is abundant in cellars, cupboards, and dark 
unused rooms at Oxford, as well as in the London district, and 
home countiep. It has been called ' ' The Cardinal Spider " owing 
to a tradition wbjjpIjL connects it in some way with Cardinal 
Wolsey, during his residence at Hampton Court. 

TEGENAKIA ATRICA. 

Tsgsnabia atrica, C. Z. Koch., Black w., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 165, pi. xi., fig. 106. 

This spider is almost, if not quite, as large in the body as 
Tegerwria Quyonii ; but it is much shorter in the legs, and more 
distinct in its colours and markings. The length of the male is 
sometimes as much as 7 lines, and that of the female 9 lines. 

The cephalo-thorax is pale reddish-brown, darkest on the 
caput, with a narrow, marginal, dark-brown line, and a broad 
band of the same colour, on each side of the central longitudinal 
line j these bands are crossed by darker lines following the normal 
indentations of the thorax. The legs are long, of a yellow-brown 
hue, tinged with reddish ; those of the two first pairs, especially the 
femoral joints, being by far the deepest coloured. The abdomen 
is of a. pale yellow-brown colour, thickly marked and spotted with 
deep brown, and leaving, on the upper side, a longitudinal series 
of pale, yellowish, angular lines, whose extremities are dilated 
into blotches. The vertices of the angular lines, on the fore 
part, are obscured by a longitudinal band of the same colour, 
which, however, in some examples, runs narrowly throughout 
the abdomen. The spots on the sides run into oblique lines, and 
those underneath form two parallel, longitudinal, but obscure 
bands. The sternum is yellowish, with a broad, marginal, black- 
brown band, spotted with large yellow spots, one opposite to the 
insertion of each of the legs. The middle joint of each of the 
superior spinners is blackish. 

The radial joint of the male palpus has a large protuberance 
<ku the outer aide, terminating in a prominent apophysis whos? 
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extremity is obtuse and slightly enlarged. The digital joint is 
long, the fore extremity being much elongated or drawn out, 
though less so than in Tegenaria Quyonii. The palpal organs are 
complex, but want the long, curved, slender spine so observable 
in the last mentioned species. 

Found abundantly in cellars, dark unused rooms, and cup- 
boards at Weymouth, as well as beneath large pieces of detached 
rock near Pennsylvania Castle, Portland, where they spin their 
snares in the hollows and interstices formed by numerous blocks 
of stone thrown loosely together. Mr. Dale has also sent it to 
me from Glanvilles Wootton. 

It appears to be rather a local spider, but is found in various 
other parts of England, though not abundantly. I have also 
received it from Glasgow. 

TEGENARIA DERHAMII. 

Akanea debhamh, Scopoli, Ent. Cam, p. 400. 

Tegenabia otvujs, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 166, 

pi. xii., fig. 107. 

This species is much smaller than Tegenarta atrica, the male 
being only from 3 to 4 lines in length, and the female 5 to 
&i ; it is also far more abundant, and more generally distributed, 
being in fact the common house-spider of Europe. It 
also extends its habitation to North America, New Zealand, 
'Africa, St. Helena, and other exotic regions ; to some, or all, of 
which places it has most probably been introduced in merchant 
vessels, among goods and packages. It is of a dull whitey- 
brown, or yellow-brown, colour on the abdomen, marked along 
the middle with a series of somewhat triangular, dark-brown, or 
sooty-black spots or patches, on each side of which are some 
rounder ones, also disposed longitudinally ; these are sometimes 
united, and, with other spots and markings of a similar colour 
form the abdominal pattern. The cephalo-thorax is reddish 
yellow-brown, with blackish margins and lateral longitudinal 
bands ; and the legs are also of the same colour, the metatarsi 
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and tarsi being the darkest, and the femora of the male Very 
dark red-brown ; the femora and tibiee are often faintly annulated 
with dusky blackish. The apophysis near the extremity, on the 
outer side, of the radial joint is blackish and pointed ; the digital 
joint is similar in form to that of T. atrica, and the palpal organs 
are rather complex, with a strongish, curved, sharp-pointed spine 
near their extremity. 

Found plentifully in all parts of the county, and of Great 
Britain generally, forming its snare in the angles of cellars and 
rooms, also behind old boards, in the corners of cupboards, and 
in old boxes, &c. 

TEGENARIA CAMPESTRIS. 

Tegkbnabia campestris, (7. Z. Koch, Die Arachn viii., p. 34, Taf. 

263, fig 615, 616. 

This spider is smaller than Tegenwia Derhamii. The length 
of the adult male being only lines, or rather more, and that 
of the female about 3 J ; and it is found more frequently out-of- 
doors than in-doors. 

It may be distinguished readily, not only by its smaller size, but 
by its more distinct colouring and markings, which are very like 
those of T. atrica, though with a paler and clearer ground; 
especially it may be known (the adult males at least) by the Very 
large size of the digital joint of the palpus, and the greatly exag- 
gerated development of the palpal organs. The penultimate joint 
of the superior pair of spinners is black, and the legs are annulated 
with blackish-brown. Adults of both sexes have been met with 
in early summer, as well as in the month of November. 

• I have met with it not uncommonly among heather, dead fern 
and other rubbish, on the sides of banks on Bloxworth Heath ; 
also under heaps of brickbats and stones in. the Rectory yard, as 
well as among casks and firewood in a woodhouse adjoining. 
Mr. Dale has sent me this spider from Glanvilles Woottonj 
and I have also found it in Hampshire. 
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TEGBNABIA CINEREA. 

Aeaotu oinebea, Panzer, Faun. Ins. Genii, 4, 23, and ThoreU, 

Syn. Eur. Spid., 514. 
Teqenabia cictoea, C. Z. Koch, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. 

xxviii, p. 535. 

This spider may easily be known from most of its congeners by its 
smaller size, the male measuring 3 lines in length, and the female 
3 J to 4 ; and particularly by its plainer colouring, the abdomen 
being of a uniform, greyish, luteous colour without markings of 
any kind. The legs are not so hairy as those of some others of 
that genus, but more spiny. The palpal organs are complex and 
highly developed, with a strong, curved spine on the inner side, 
and a twisted, sharp-pointed spine on the outer side, both near 
their base. 

Adult examples, of both sexes, were found in a dry, 
unused sewer at Bloxworth Rectory in the autumn of 1872. 
Their snares, spun in the angles of the sewer, resembled those of 
Tegenaria Derhamii ; and their egg cocoons, of a flatfish, lenticular 
form and white colour, were loosely attached by silken threads 
to the walls, where any inequality existed. 

GENUS TEXTEIX, Sund. 

This genus is nearly allied to Tegenaria, but may be dis- 
tinguished by the caput being still more constricted on the sides, 
and rather more produced forwards. The spinners of the superior 
pair are also longer, and the hinder row of eyes instead of having 
the convexity of its curve directed backwards, has it, on the con- 
trary, directed forwards, so that the position of the eyes assumes 
somewhat that of the genus Lycosa. 

I am not aware that the spiders of this genus are ever found 
in houses, but generally in crevices of banks, and among loose 
stones of walls, and such like places; two species only are 
known as British, both being found in Dorsetshire. 
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TBXTRPC DBNTICULATA. 

Abansa dbntiouiata, Olivier y Encyl. Meth. iv., p. 213. 

Tbxtmx lyoosina, Black w. y Spid. Qreat Brit, and Irel. p. 172, 

pi. xii., fig, 110. 

I have found this handsome spider, but rarely in any other 
locality than in Portland, where it occurs freely in the cracks 
and crevices of the blue-clay cliffs, and among rocks and stones* 
and in the walls of old stone quarries ; its snare is similar to that 
of Tegenaria, consisting of a thin sheet of web, stretched horizon- 
tally near the crack or crevice in which the spider lives ; and 
into this crevice is spun the tubular, or semi-funnel-shaped, 
passage through which the spider goes in and out. The colour 
of this spider is nearly black, with' distinctly annulated, black 
and pale coloured legs ; the upper side of the abdomen has a broad, 
longitudinal, dentated band, of a red and yellow colour, mixed 
with brown and blackish, running from the fore extremity to a 
little way above the spinners. The cubital and radial joints of 
the male palpus are furnished with long black bristles, and the 
latter joint has a strong, sharp projection at its extremity on the 
outer side. The palpal organs are highly developed and 
complex. 

The length of the male is about 3 lines, and the female is 
somewhat larger. 

TEXTRIX BOOPIS. 

ActELENA boopis, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8571. 

A very young example only of this spider has as yet been 
found. The greater (apparent) inequality in the size of the 
eyes, as well as a rather different disposition of them, led me to 
describe it some years ago as a new species. I have more 
recently had some doubts whether it may not be merely a very 
young example of Textrix denticulate, as I have since found, in 
reference to some other very young spiders, that in this stage 
the relative proportion of the eyes appears to be exaggerated, 
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and their disposition somewhat different. Until, however, X have 
had an opportunity of examining undoubted examples of T. 
drntundafa in an equally immature stage of existence, its identity 
with the present spider is pnly conjectural. The example wider 
consideration was found near Bloxworth, but I have no note upon 
the situation in which it occurred, and which has now escaped my 
recollection. 

GENUS AGELENA, Wkki. 

Closely allied to Textrix, but the spinners are not so long 
though very similar, and the disposition of the eyes is quite 
different,; the convexity of the curve of the hinder row being 
strongly directed backwards. The habits of spiders of thi* 
genus are also somewhat different, being found in open places 
among short undercover, such as furze and heath, and among 
the rank grass and weeds on the sides of banks, and under 
hedge rows. Three species are at present known as British, one 
only being found in Dorsetshire. ... 

AGELENA LABYRINTHICA. 

Agelena labybhtthioa, Clerck., Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 152, pi. x., fig. 97. 

This is one of our largest spiderb, with whose extensive, horizon- 
tal sheet-of web, stretched among the rdugh ^ass, to ain&ig furze 
and heath, as well as among rank herbage On bank sides) and with 
a distinct funnel leading from it into the grass, or other herb&ge 
behind, everyone must be familiar. 

The length of the male is 5 lines and that of the female 5' to 
7 lines. 

The spider itself is of a sombre blackish hue, With some 
greyish yellow-broWn, angular bars in a longitudinal series dn 
the upper side of the abdomen. The spinning tubes are placed 
underneath the last joint of the superior pair of spinners. 

The cephalo-thorax is reddish-brown, with lateral, longitudinal, 
dark-brown bands ; the central portion as well as the marginal 
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regions are covered with yellowish-brown hairs. The legs are 
reddish-brown, the tibiae and tarsi annulated with darker brown 
The cubital joint of the male palpus has a strong, dark-brown 
projection at its outer extremity, and the radial joint has a longer, 
more pointed one at its extremity underneath. 

The male and female, when adult, appear to live together, in 
their funnel-shaped silken retreat, in a state of great amit/. 

It is not easy to capture this spider ; in fact, to make sure of 
it, the collector must come behind the snare very quietly and 
drop a small particle of a blade of grass, or othei substance, 
among the intersecting lines which cover the horizontal web ; 
this seems to be mistaken for a fly or some other insect, and 
seldom fails to bring the spider to the entrance of the funnel ; 
the collector must afterwards thrust his hand suddenly into 
the herbage, and secure the opposite end of the funnel, and then, 
on the whole domicile being carefully drawn out, the tenant or 
tenants will be found inside the web. Unless some such precau- 
tions as above detailed be taken, the spider seldom fails to escape 
through the orifice at the hinder extremity of its funnel-shaped 
nest. 

GENJJS HAHNIA, C. Z. Koch. 

The genus Hahnia forms a group of small spiders of a short 
and rather robust form, with the long superior spinners of 
Agelena, and with the spinning tubes similarly situated beneath 
their last joints ; it differs, however, slightly from that genus in 
the position of the eyes, but most remarkably in that of the 
spinners. These aro upturned, rather divergent from each other, 
and form a single, transverse, nearly straight line, beneath the 
hinder extremity of the abdomen ; the exterior spinner on each 
side — representing those of the usual superior pair — being the 
largest and longest. 

Five species have been recorded in Britain, and all of them 
are found in Dorsetshire. 
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HAHNIA ELEGANS. 

Agelena elegans, BlacJcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 155, 
pi. x., fig 99. 

This is the largest of the British species, the male measuring 
l-9th and the female l-8th of an inch in length. 

The abdomen is of a dark, blackish-brown colour, marked with 
a series of obliquely opposed, yellowish, oval, spots, forming 
angular bars along the middle of the upper side ; the rest of the 
spider is of a brightish yellow-brown tinged with orange, the 
cephalo-thorax being marked with a longitudinal central, and 
lateral converging, black-brown lines. 

I have met with this spider in holes, such as those made by 
the hoofs of cattle, in swampy places, as well as among moss and 
water weeds in similar situations, in the month of June, near 
Chamberlain's Bridge, between Bere Regis and Wool. It is in 
such holes, and in other depressions of the surface, that this 
spider spins its snare, which consists of a small, simple, horizontal 
sheet of web. 

HAHNIA NAVA. 

Agelena nava, JBlaciw,, Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 158, pi. x. 
fig. 101. 

„ stTBFTJSOA, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., June, 1861. 

A very small, dark coloured, and rather hirsute spider ; the 
male measuring about one line, and the female about 1-1 1th of an 
inch in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a deep, glossy, brown-black ; the legs 
and palpi are dark-brown, tinged slightly with yellowish ; and the 
femora and tibiae of the first and second pairs are of a deeper hue. 
The abdomen is very dark-brownish or sooty black, the under part 
being rather paler ; and the spinners have an annulated appear- 
ance, being dark yellow-brown with pale articulations. The 
palpi of the male .are. short, the cubital joint has a small promin- 
ent process on its outer side, near the upper part, and the radial 
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joint has on its under side a curved spine-like apophysis whose 
point is directed outwards. The digital joint is rather large, and 
the palpal organs simple, and almost surrounded by a long, 
slender, black, filiform spine. Some examples are of a deeper 
hue . than others, and often of a slightly olive-greenish tinge. 
Specimens kept for some time in spirit of wine lose their black 
hue, and become rather like the next species. 

I have found this spider in spring and early summer at Blox-: 
worth, running in sunshine, on iron railings, walls, and 
posts ; also among short grass and herbage in meadows, as well 
as under the crust left by the drying up of puddles on the 
damper parts of the heath. It may easily be distinguished from 
numerous other small blackish spiders, found in some of the 
above situations, and at the same season of the year, by the 
peculiar position of its spinners, as well as by its rather hirsute 
appearance. 

, ( HAHNIA MONTANA. 

Agelena Montana, BlacJcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 157, 
pi. x., fig. 100. 

The length of the male of this spider is 1 line and that of 
the female ' l*10th of ah inch, some examples however being 
smaller. It may be distinguished from Hahnia nova by its more 
prevailing yellow-brown colour, and less hirsute appearance. 

The cephalo-thorax, legs, and palpi are yellowish-brown, the 
former \frith a blackish margin, and lateral converging lines of 
at duskjr, blackish hue j the abdomen is dark brown tinged with 
yellowish and olive, and (when looked at closely) has its surface 
cohered with minute dusky yellowish spots. Some of these, 
along the middle of the Upper side, are arranged in a series of 
transverse angular lines, indicating more exactly the position of 
some obscure pale angular bars, while those on the sides are 
arranged in, either somewhat longitudinal, or oblique, pale 
lines. 

The palpi of the male are very similar to those of Hahnia nova, 
but the digital joint is larger, and the cubital and radial apophy- 
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Also on the outer side, and rather beneath the humeral joint is 
a longitudinal row of several prominent black spines, or spine- 
like bristles, which I do not observe in 271 nova ; the palpal 
organs are much like those of that species, but more convex and 
prominent. 

Found among moss and herbage in woods, and also among 
heather, at Bloxworth, in spring and early summer, and very 
lately received from Sherborne, where it has been met with by 
my nephew, F. P. Cambridge. This is, I have no doubt, 
identical with Mr. BlackwalTs Agelena montdna, found in North 
Wales ; though, subsequently to the publication of his ! work 
(Spiders of Great Brit, and Ire}.) I have received from him, under 
this name, numerous examples, of both sexes, of a larger and quite 
distinct &j>ecie&—ITahnia hekeola, Simon (p. 72). 

HAHNIA CANDIDA. 

Haknta oawdida, Sim., Arachn. de France torn, ii., p. 144. 

Length of the male scarcely more than l-18th of an inch. 
Female slightly longer. f 

This spider is nearly allied to Sahnia montana^ 'hut may be 
easily distinguished by its smaller siie, and paler and more 
unicolorous appearance. 

The cephalo-thorax, legs, and palpi are of a yellowish colour. 
The former tinged with brown, and marked witJi otiscure con- 
verging lateral lines of a father deeper hue. The palpi 6i the 
male areshbrt; and the J cubital j6intha8noap6phy8is ; at least, I can- " 
not discern any. The humeral joint has a longitudinal row of 
several small black spines, on the outer side rather underneath; 
the radial joint is prolonged behind into a longish, fine-pointed, 
tapering, curved apophysis, curving round outwards, and its point 
directed forwards on the outer side ; the digital joint is very 
large ; the palpal organs are simple, directed inwards, and 
encircled by a very fine reddish-brown sj>ine. 

The abdomen is of a short-oval form, of a dull yellowish- 
brown colour, marked above with a short, longitudinal, central, 
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obscure, dusky-brown line, and followed by a series of obscure 
angular lines of a similar hue. These lines are long, spanning 
the whole upper side of the abdomen, and each portion of the 
lines is rather curved. Spinners normal. The sexes are similar 
in colours and markings. 

I met with adult examples, of both sexes, under stones near 
Pennsylvania Castle, Portland, some years ago, in the months of 
September and October, and have also received it from Scotland. 

This is its first record as a British spider, as distinct from 
Sahnia montana, with which it was at first confused ; the 
male is new to science ; the female, only, having been described 
by M. Eugene Simon (1. c. supra). 

HAHNIA HELVEOLA. 

Hahnia helveola, Sim., Arachn. de France, torn, ii., p. 139. 

Length of the male, ljrd of a line; the female being rather 
larger. 

This spider maybe distinguished from Ageism montana, Bl., by 
its larger size, paler colour, less distinct markings, and the long 
hairs on the abdomen and legs. 

Cephalo-thorax, dull yellow-brown, rather elongate; legs 
rather paler, and furnished with numerous long coarse hairs* 
Palpi (of the male), similar in colour to the legs ; the cubital joint 
has, towards the hinder extremity, and rather beneath the outer 
side, a small, prominent, somewhat bent, spine-like apophysis ; 
and the radial joint, which is shorter than the cubital, has its 
outer side, rather underneath, produced into a longish, dark, 
pointed spine, curved upwards and backwards in a circular 
form, so that its fine point is in contact with the fore margin of 
the joint. The digital joint is large; the palpal organs very 
simple, and encircled by a fine black spine. 

The abdomen is of a dull brownish-grey hue, clothed with 
longish, coarse hairs, and with a series of rather long, obscure, 
angular bars, of a deeper colour, along the upper part. Spinners 
normal, but rather longer than those of Sahnia montana. The 
sexes do not differ in colours and markings. 
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This spider lias been confused with Agelena montana, Bl. I 
have found it (though rarely) at Bloxworth, among moss in 
woods, in spring and autumn; and have received numerous 
examples from North Wales from Mr. Blackwall, under the name 
of Agelena montana. This is its first record as a British spider. 



FAMILY SCYTODIDES. 



HIS family consists of a small group of, mostly exotic, 
six-eyed spiders, with longish weak legs, and a lame^ 
halting mode of running. The cephalo-thorax is of 
peculiar form, its hinder part being large, very convex, and 
more or less elevated abovo the level of the fore part, and shew- 
ing none of the ordinary divisional indentations, but sloping 
off gradually from the posterior to the anterior extremity, which 
is rather narrow ; near this the eyes are placed in three groups, 
of two, contiguous eyes in each group, forming a triangle whose 
apex is in front. 

The spiders of this group are generally found in houses, or 
other old buildings, and among ruins. Two genera only are 
known in Europe, one of these being represented in England. 

GENUS SCYTODES, Latr. 

The hinder part of the cephalo-thorax is remarkably elevated 
or humped; the thoracic region being greatly developed, 
apparently, at the expense of the caput, which is small. The 
posterior slope is vertical, and from the highest point the 
slope is rapid, but even on all sides, the ordinary grooves 
and indentations being nearly or quite obsolete. The lateral 
margins of the caput are compressed below the eyes, close 
to the fore extremity, which is truncated. Legs rather 
long, slender, furnished with hairs only — 4.1.2.3.; terminal 
tarsal claws three, in number, the two superior ones strong, the 
inferior very small. Maxilla) weak, pointed at their extremities, 
enlarged at the base, and much inclined towards the labium, 
which is of a sub -triangular form rounded or truncated at its 
apex. 
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On account of the number of its eyes Scytodes was placed by 
Mr. Blackball in close proximity to Dysdera and other six-eyed 
spiders. The better opinion seems to be, that it is (as here 
placed) near the Pholcides and Tlieridiides, that its true position 
is to be assigned. 

SCYTODES THORACICA. 

Scytodes thoracica, Zatr. y Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irol., 
p. 380, pi. xxix, fig. 272. 
Length of the female nearly 4 lines. 

The.cephalo-thorax is yellow, boldly, but rather irregularly, 
marked with black-brown. The legs are also yellow ; in one 
example (an adult) the genua, both extremities of the tibiae, and 
the hinder extremity of the metatarsi, were deep black-brown ; 
in an immature example the femora and tibiae were thinly spotted, 
or irregularly annulated, with a similar hue. The palpi are like 
the legs in colour and markings. The fakes, sternum, maxillae, 
and labium are also yellow, the f alces marked in front with a 
blackish spot or patch. The abdomen is somewhat globular, of a 
paler and duller hue than the rest, marked with black spots and 
patches, forming two longitudinal, central, parallel lines, with 
some others slightly oblique, but nearly vertical, on the sides. 
Spinners short, and compact. 

The palpal organs of the male of this spider (as well as of all 
other known males of this group) are exceedingly similar inform 
to those of Segestria, and the various genera of the Tkerapkosides, 
consisting of a pear-shaped corneous bulb, attached to the digital 
joint of the palpus by its larger end. 

Until of late years, the claim of this spider to a place in the 
British fauna rested on the authority of Dr. Leach, who states 
(Encyclop. Britt. Art. Annulosa, Suppl. to the 4th, 5th and 6th 
Editions) that two females had been found near Dover. In 1861 
I found an adult female in an outhouse at Bloxworth Eectory ; 
and, more recently, an immature one at St. Alban's Hall, Oxford. 
It must, however, be regarded as one of our rarest spiders, and, 
in these northern latitudes, not likely to be often met with. 



FAMILY PHOLCIDES. 



f 'HIS family consists of spiders possessing eight eyes, in the 
only known British genus, as well as of others, both 
European and exotic, with but six eyes. They may be known 
by their small, generally somewhat cylindrical abdomen, and 
excessively long slender legs, as well as by the prominence of 
the fore part of the cephalo-thorax near the falces. The tarsal 
claws are 3. The eyes of the eight-eyed species are placed in 
three groups — two lateral groups, each consisting of three con- 
tiguous eyes of tolerable size, and between these the third group of 
two other eyes, contiguous to each other and very small, is placed 
in a tranverse line. In the six-eyed species, the central group is 
wanting ; they are found almost always in houses, ruins, or in 
buildings, of some kind ; or, occasionally, under and among large 
stones and rocks, lying loosely in heaps. One genus only (hav- 
ing eight eyes) is represented in Great Britain. 

GENUS PHOLCUS, Waleh 

The thoracic region is round, with a large, deep pit, or indenta- 
tion in the middle ; the eyes are in three groups as above men- 
tioned, and the legs exceedingly long and attenuated, their 
relative length being 1.2.4.3. Maxillae long, narrow, enlarged 
at their base, tapering to their extremities, and curved round the 
labium, which is large, narrow at the base, broad in the middle, 
and rounded at the apex. 
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PHOLCUS PHALANGIOIDE3. 

Pholous PHA.LA.NQIOIDE3 (FuesslinJ, Blackw, Spid. Groat Brit, and 
Irel. p. 208, pi. xv., fig. 137. 

Length, of the male, 3 lines, and of the female 4. 

This the only known British species of Pholcides, and it is, so 
far as I am aware, confined to the southern parts of England, 
over which it is generally spread. In unused rooms, lofts, and 
outhouses, at Bloxworth, it is exceedingly abundant ; spinning 
large sheets of irregular webs in tho corners and angles, adding 
to them year by year, until at last the whole ceiling becomes 
covered by them, hanging in large festoons, when, at length, 
they often break down by the weight of accumulated 
dust. This spider may be easily known by its small, almost 
cylindrical, but slightly constricted, abdomen, and very long, 
slender, hairy legs. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is pale 
brownish-yellow, with a longitudinal, central, brown band, 
broadest behind. Th<* legs are pale brown, and the abdomen is 
very like the cephalo-thorax in colour, with a broken band of a 
darker colour along the middle of the upper side, and some 
similarly coloured spots along the sides. Its eggs are joined to- 
gether by silken lines, in the form of a little ball, which it carries 
in its mouth until the young spiders ore hatched. The move- 
ments of this spider, though tolerably quick at times, are 
generally lame and awkward ; it has a remarkable habit 
(observed also in some other spiders of a widely removed family, 
Epeirides) of giving itself a peculiar, and rapid, vibratory 
motion, on a slight disturbance of its web, and sometimes on the 
mere approach of anyone towards it. This is done at times per- 
haps under the influence of fear, but at other times probably 
under an impression that some insect is getting into the web, 
and so, byway of a little help, to entangle it the more certainly; 
the web also being thus caused to vibrate, or shake very quickly to 
and fro ; the exact mechanical means by which these vibratory 
movements are effected, I have never been able to observe 
satisfactorily. 
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Pholcus phalangioides, like some other widely separated spiders, 
overpowers its prey by spinning lines round it, turning it round 
and round rapidly with the legs until it is completely enveloped, 
and then carrying it off into the recesses of its snare. The follow- 
ing detail of an operation of this kind, which I had lately an 
opportunity of witnessing, seems to be worth recording : — 

A fly of tolerable size became entangled among the outer lines 
of the snare ; the spider immediately approached, but no nearer 
than just to reach the fly with the legs of the hinder (or fourth) 
pair ; it then drew silken lines from its spinners, and, with the 
same legs, secured them to the fly ; this was immediately followed 
by a rapid, alternate winding action upon the fly, effected also by 
the fourth pair of legs, occasionally assisted by one of the third 
pair. The fly was thus quickly and completely wound up, and 
at once carried off to the recesses of the snare in the claws of 
the fourth pair of legs. No bite was inflicted upon the fly, 
which possibly may have been thus kept a living captive for days 
to come in the spider's larder. Some species of Epeirides practise 
a very similar mode of securing their prey. 

The palpi and palpal organs of the male are very remarkable. 
The radial joint is very large, tumid, and of an oval form ; the 
digital joint small and roundish. The palpal organs are 
enormously developed, consisting of several strong, corneous, 
pale yellowish, and deep red-brown processes. With some 
modifications, a somewhat similar structure seems to prevail in 
all the species of this genus. 



FAMILY THERIDIIDES. 



>^n TI"E spiders of this family may be characterized, generally, 
^/flf^ as of small size, but with the abdomen usually very 
large in proportion, and often, especially in females, 
globular, or nearly so, in form ; the legs, too, are slender, but 
not often immoderately long. They are furnished with hairs, fre- 
quently with bristles, and, in some groups, with spines, and the 
terminal tarsal claws are three in number. The eyes are in two 
transverse curved rows, not very far distant from each other; but 
the four centrals nearly always form an almost square figure. 
Their snare consists of either a thin, horizontal sheet of web, with 
intersecting lines above and below, or else some irregular lines 
crossing and re-crossing each other, and so forming a kind of 
maze, in which thsir prey is entangled and their egg cocoons 
placed. The species are very numerous, and among them are 
some of the smallest known spiders, not exceeding in length the 
twenty-fifth of an inch. They are found in greatly diversified 
situations, sometimes almost exclusively in buildings ; but usually 
on plants, shrubs, and trees ; among grass and herbage of all kinds ; 
under stones ; among moss and dead leaves ; on all kinds of soil ; 
and in marshy, as well as in dry places. The spiders usually called 
Gossamer spiders, those, that is, to which are due the floating lines 
and white flakes of web, so noticeable, especially on a warm, 
bright September or October day, mostly belong to this family. 
At that season, as well as in the spring-time of the year, the 
young of these small spiders are exceedingly aeronautic in their 
habits. 
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GENUS EPISINUS, Walck. THEHIDION, Blaeho. (in part). 

The general form and appearance of the only spider of this 
genus, found in Great Britain, are so remarkable, and so 
aberrant from the typical genera of the family, that no difficulty 
will be found in recognising it should it be met with ; indeed, 
the difficulty is to retain it consistently in its present position. 
Few persons would at first sight consider it to belong to the 
Theridiides, In some respects it bears considerable resemblance 
to some of the Thomistdes, especially to the spiders of a very 
remarkable group allied to that family. — Stephanopis, Cambr., 
found in Australia, where, however, no examples of Epmnu* 
have yet been found. In South America Episinus occurs in com- 
pany with some other spiders distinctly intermediate between it 
and the Australian Stephanopis. 

The cephalo-thorax is much the broadest behind, and of a 
flattish form, the thorax higher than the caput. The eyes are 
small and placed in the form of a segment of a circle, whose con- 
vexity is directed forwards. The relative length of the legs, 
which are without spines, is 1.4.2.3., 1 and 4 are long, 2 and 3 
very much shorter; the length of those of the third pairnot 
much, if at all, exceeding that of the spider itself. The 
maxillae are moderate in length and strength, enlarged at 
the insertion of the palpi, obliquely truncated at their ex- 
tremity on the outer side, and strongly inclined toward* the 
labium, which is almost semicircular, though slightly pointed at 
the apex. 

EPISINUS TEUNCATUS. 

Episintjs teuwoatus, Walck., Ins., Apt. iv., p. 371. 

Thxbidion axgtjlaxum, Bhcho.j Spid. Great Brit, andlrel., p. 
202, pi. xv., fig. 133. 

The length of the female is one-seventh of an inch, and the 
male is rather smaller. 

This spider may be known at once, from all others of the 
family, by the form of the abdomen, which is rather flattened 
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above and narrow in front, but widens gradually to the binder 
extremity, where it is broad, very steep, and truncate, and has a 
small subcorneal prominence at each upper corner. 

The legs are of a yellowish-brown hue, annulated with red- 
brown; they are rather slender, and the movements of the 
spider are slow and awkward. The cephalo-thorax has a broad, 
deep reddish-brown, central stripe, with some lateral markings of 
the same colour on a paler yellowish-brown ground. 

The colour of the abdomen is dark yellow-brown, with an 
indistinct pattern, mixed with red-brown, pale-yellowish, and 
black on the upper side ; round the lateral margins of which an 
irregular black line runs, as far as the beginning of the steep 
posterior slope, where it is continued transversely, and connects 
the two subcorneal prominences. The posterior slope is often 
marked with some strong, angular, black markings. 

The palpi are slender ; the digital joint of that of the male is 
of (comparatively) enormous size, and, with the palpal organs, 
which are complex, forms an unusually large, oblong-oval, club- 
like termination to the palpus. 

This spider is not rare among heather, moss and herbage on 
Bloxworth Heath, where it may be found by tearing up the 
heather, and shaking out its contents on a sheet of paper, or by 
Taking with a crooked stick under the heathy ledges and ridges. 
Mr. C. W. Dale has sent it to me from Glanvilles Wootton ; it 
is also found in many other parts of England, and in North 
Wales. 

I have not yet succeeded in finding it in any kind of web, or 
snare. It is adult during the summer months, and the young 
spiders, hatched in the latter part of summer, like numerous 
other spiders, live through the winter. 

GENUS PHOLCOMMA, Thorett. THEKIDION, Cambr. 
(in part). 

This genus possesses all the characteristics of the Theridiides; 
and except f or one character — the peculiar disposition of the eyes — 
and it could scarcely be separated froin the next genus (Iheridion). 
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The eyes are very unequal in size/ and are placod in three groups 
(almost exactly like those of Pholous) ; three eyes of considerable 
size and contiguous to each other, form a group on each side of 
the fore part of the caput, and two minute eyes are placed, 
near together, in a transverse line between those two groups. The 
legs are short and without spines. 

PHOLCOMMA GIBBUM. 

Ebigoxe gibba, Westr., Aranee Suec., p. 279 (1861). 

Thebidion projectum, Cambr., Zoologist 1862, p. 7962. 

An exceedingly minute, but very curious little spider. The 
male measures one-sixteenth of an inch in length, and the female 
is slightly larger. It is found, though rarely, among heather on 
Bloxworth Heath in April and May ; and recently I have found 
it, on two or three occasions, under a verandah at the Rectory. 
Besides the position of the eyes, mentioned above, the male has 
a sort of sharpish-edged, eaves-like projection, all round just 
below the upper side of the abdomen, which is large and of a 
somewhat globular form. The cephalo-thorax and legs are of a 
red-brown colour, and the abdomen rather darker ; the cuticle 
being somewhat coriaceous, and mottled thickly with paler, 
depressed points, or punctures, and clothed thinly with short, 
strong hairs. The abdominal projection is but slightly visible in 
the female. 

I have also received this spider from the North of England, 
and several parts of Scotland, as well as from the Island of 
Berk. 

GENUS THEBIDION, Walck. THERIDION, Blachw. 
(in part). 

The spiders of this genus are mostly of small size, and have 
tolerably long, slender legs, furnished only with hairs and 
occasionally strongish bristles; their relative length is 1.4.2.3. 
The abdomen is in most cases large, and more or*, less globular 
inform, excepting in some males, in which it is either cylindrical, 
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or oval. The eyes are in four pairs, tolerably closely grouped 
together, the four central eyes forming either a square, or very 
nearly one ; and those of each lateral pair are contiguous to each 
other ; most of the species of Theridion are prettily marked, and 
sometimes rather richly coloured. The males are usually much 
the smallest, and often have, as above mentioned, a differently 
shaped, and always much smaller abdomen. 

Eighteen species are known as British, thirteen being found in 
Dorsetshire. 

THERIDION FORMOSUM. 

Araneus foemosus, ClercL, Sv. Spindl., p. 56, pi. iii., tab. 6. 
Theridiox sisyphum, Blackw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 179, 
pi. xiii., fig. 113. 
This is a rare spider in Dorsetshire ; the length of the male is 
about l-8th of an inch, and that of the female l-6th. I 
have met with it, on three or four occasions only, in Bere Wood, 
near Bloxworth, in its web spun among ivy on the trunks of 
trees. It is a very variable spider in its colouring, but the 
abdominal markings are peculiar, and similar in all the numerous 
varieties that have come under my notice. The abdomen of the 
female is proportionally very large, and exceedingly globular on 
its upper side. The prevailing colours are generally black, 
white, yellow-brown, and red ; the characteristic markings con- 
sisting of some curved, parallel, narrow, and rather oblique, 
stripes on each side of the fore extremity, with some others rather 
divergent, behind them; the convexity of the curve being directed 
backwards. 

I have met with this spider at Hursley, near Winchester, and 
it has also been found in some few other localities. 

THERIDION TEPID ARIORUM. 

Thebidion tepidabiobum, C. Z. Koch, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit. 

and Irel., p. 180, pi. xiii., fig. 114. 
This spider is considerably larger than the foregoing, the male 
measuring l-5th and the female l-4th of an inch in length ; though 



84 



nearly allied, it is, however, of a much plainer colour, the 
hues seldom varying beyond brown of different shades, and 
light yellow-brown, deepening to reddish in the males. The 
characteristic pattern of Theridion formoaum is generally observable 
in the present species, which is found, almost invariably, in green- 
houses, conservatories, and hothouses. But one instance is, I 
believe, known of its being found in any other situation ; in that 
instance I found an adult male in the Rectory garden at Blox- 
worth, where there is neither greenhouse nor conservatory ; nor is 
there one in the village; I look upon this, however, as an 
accidental occurrence. The spider may possibly have been 
brought from the nursery-gardens at Blandf ord, with plants, or 
flower pots, among the moss and other packing materials. 

Theridion tepidwriorum has an exceedingly wide range ; being 
dispersed over the whole of Europe, as well as in various exotic 
regions, Australia and New Zealand; and it appears to be always 
found in such situations as I have mentioned. It has occurred 
in various parts of England, and I have also met with it in the 
Botanic Gardens, at Edinburgh. 

Since writing the above I have found a second example of the 
male in the porch of Bloxworth Rectory. 

THERIDION RIPABIUM. 

' Theeidion bepabium, Blackw.j Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 

182, pi. xii., fig. 115. 

This is another spider nearly aljied to the two foregoing, but 
much smaller, and darker coloured than the last. The length of 
the male is Jth of an inch, that of the female rather more. 
The abdomen is of a rich, chocolate red-brown, with white mark- 
ings; anditis also rather smaller than Theridion formosum; itshabits 
are to spin its irregular, snare among roots and grass stems under 
overhanging banks, and in this snare is suspended a rather long, 
cylindrical, silken tube, which the spider encrusts with particles 
of earth, bits of dead leaves and dry sticks ; within this tube the 
female lives and forms her egg-cocooa. The pattern found, in 
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the two foregoing species, of curved lines on the upper part and 
sides of the abdomen, is found also in'this spider, and constitutes 
its chief characteristic markings. 

A single example of the adult male was found under a heathy 
ledge near Poole, in the month of June. It is not uncommon 
in North Wales ; and I met with it once in great abundance 
among the Austrian mountains near Ischl. 

THERIDION SISYPHIUM. 

Aeanetjs sisyphitjs, ClercL, Sv. Spindl., p. 54, pi. 3, Tab. 5. 

Thbeidion nervosum, Blackw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
180, pi. xiii, fig. 116. 

This is one of the most abundant, and generally dispersed 
among British spiders ; and perhaps also one of the prettiest. 
The length of the male is 1-7 th of an inch, that of the female Jth. 
Itisf ound on most low-growing plants and shrubs, especially upon 
furze bushes and hollies ; among the small shoots and branches 
of these it spins, in the spring and early summer months, an 
irregular maze of lines crossing and recrossing each other in 
every direction ; many spiders often form their snares close to 
one another, and so make the whole plant, or bush, a mass of 
web. The egg cocoon is of a rounded form, and dull green 
colour, and is suspended beneath a pretty, dome-shaped, tent- 
like, retreat, or sometimes enclosed in a leaf, and carefully 
watched over by the mother. The little tent, and indeed other 
portions of the web, are usually covered, and sometimes almost 
concealed, by the debris of insects, bits of dead leaves, and other 
substances; these are stated by some authors to have been 
purposely placed there by the parent spider ; but, in the absence 
of direct evidence to this effect, I am inclined to think that 
their presence, though unavoidable, is unintentional on the 
spiders' part. 

Like the foregoing species the abdomen of the female 
is very large and globular ; it is prettily varied with lines 
and markings of reddish, white, brown, and yellow ; two broad, 
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longitudinal, bands of dark-brown, on the abdomen, are each 
crossed by several pale white, or yellowish lines. The longi- 
tudinal space between the bands is often of a red-brown hue. 
The cephalo-thorax has a longitudinal central, and two lateral 
bands of red-brown, on a reddish-yellow ground, and the legs 
are annulated with pale red-brown on a yellowish-brown ground 
colour. The male is not so distinctly nor so prettily marked, and 
its abdomen is small, and of an oblong form. 

Thekidion dentictjlatum, Walck, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit. 

and Irel. p. 185, pi. xiii., fig. 118. 

Length of the male about l-9th or 1-1 Oth of an inch, the 
female being rather larger. 

This pretty little spider is generally abundant among trees and 
plants trained on walls ; and may be also commonly found in anj 
sheltered corner or crevice on the outside of houses, such as the 
angles of doorways, windows, porches verandahs, and in green- 
houses ; in such situations it occurs abundantly at Bloxworth 
and in many other localities in the county of Dorset 
as well* as throughout England, and also in Scotland. It is adul 
from May to July. The colours are simple dark-brown, mixec 
with black, white, or yellowish- white ; and it may be easily 
known by a very distinct, dentated band of a pale colour (some 
times pure white) on a dark ground, running from one end U 
the other of the upper side of the abdomen ; on the sides als< 
there are some, slightly oblique, lines of alternate black and whit* 
(or whitish) spots. The legs are annulated with dark-brown oi 
a pale yellowish-brown ground colour. 

THERIDION FAMILIARE. 

Thebidion familiake, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 418 
pi. 55, No. 15. 

Length of the male l-12th of an inch, that of the femaL 
l-10th. 

This is a very near ally of the last spider, though it diffen 
not only in being rather lees in size, and in several small 
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though constant, structural characters, but also in its colouring ; 
this is of a more or less bright reddish-brown, varied with 
white, brown, and yellowish markings ; the pattern is very similar 
to that of Theridion denticulatum, with a similar dark angular 
patch at the thoracic junction ; but the denticulations of the 
abdominal band are not so sharp, nor so well-defined ; and the 
whole colouring is constantly different from the sober brown, white, 
and blackish hue of that species. I have never found this spider 
anywhere excepting in lofts, unused rooms, and outhouses ; it is 
occasionally to be met with in such situations at Bloxworth ; and 
in the angles and in corners of the ceilings, or in other suitable 
positions, it spins its web. It is as yet unknown on the con- 
tinent, and is adult in May, June, and July. An unfortunate 
cleansing and sweeping out, to which (unknown to me till after- 
wards) the chief haunt of this pretty little spider was subjected 
several years ago, has left it since then very scarce. As, how- 
ever, it is now " strictly preserved" I hope to get up the stock 
again some day. 

Since the above was written I have found (during June and 
July, 1878), several adults of each sex, and numerous immature 
examples in another outbuilding at Bloxworth Eectory. 

THERIDION VARIANS. 

Theridion varians, Hahn. y Blachwy Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 188, pi. xiv., fig. 120. 

This is a spider of much less frequent occurrence in Dorsetshire 
than Theridion denticulatum, though found in similar positions, as 
well as on plants and shrubs near dwellings. Its general colour- 
ing is altogether paler. The cephalo-thorax has a broadish, 
dark-brown, or blackish, central longitudinal band on a whitish- 
yellow ground, and a broad dentated one of a dull reddish-brown 
hue runs along the middle of the upper side of the abdomen 
the rest of the abdomen being brown, or yellowish-brown. The 
legs are annulated with black, on a whitish-yellow ground. The 
length of the male of T. variam ia about l-10th of an inch, and 
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that of the female £th ; some individuals, however, are smaller. 

T. variant appears to be generally distributed throughout 
Great Britain, and is not unfrequent in greenhouses and con- 
servatories, as well as in the other situations mentioned. 

THERIDION TINCTUM. 

Thbridion tdtctum, Walck., Blaclw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 109, pi. xiv., fig. 121. 
Length of the male 1-1 2th of an inch, that of the female 
MOth. 

Though nearly allied to Theridion varians this spider may easily 
be distinguished by a greenish tinge upon its general white and 
yellowish ground colour, as well as by the pattern both of the 
abdomen and cephalo-thorax ; that on the abdomen is broken 
up, and a good deal confused by black markings, spots, and 
blotches; the legs also are longer, very slender, and more dis- 
tinctly spotted and annulated [with black. The cephalo-thorax 
has a blackish, triangular marking, running from the hinder row 
of eyes to the thoracic indentation, where its finely-pointed apex 
terminates. So far as my own experience goes it is never found 
on walls, nor in the angles and crevices of doorways, &c., like T. 
denticulatum, nor in greenhouses like T. varians and T. pictum ; 
but always on low trees and shrubs, or on the lower boughs of 
high trees. In such situations, especially on apple trees, it is 
abundant at Bloxworth and also at Glanvilles Wootton, and is 
adult at the end of May and in June. I have met with it also 
in Hampshire, and have received it from other parts of England. 
Mr. Blackwall has unwittingly made a mistake in his "Spid. 
Great Brit, and Irel.," p. 191, where he states that I had found 
this species " in uninhabited rooms." 

THERIDION SIMILE. 

Theeidion simile, C. L. Koch, Elackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p, 187, pi. xiv., fig. 119. 
This is a smaller spider than either of the four last, the male 
measuring rather less than l-12th of an inch in length. 
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The abdomen of the female is more than usually globular in 
form; its colour is brownish, mixed with white, and with a 
whitish, dentated band, bordered outside with dark-brown, along 
the centre of the upper side ; this band gets narrower towards its 
hinder extremity, but has a conspicuous, triangular enlargement 
at its fore extremity, often of a whiter colour, and so more con- 
spicuous than the rest; the colour of the cephalo-thorax is 
reddish-brown, darkest on the lateral margins and along the 
middle. The male is like the female, but generally smaller and 
darker coloured. It is very abundant in some seasons at Blox- 
worth, and in some other localities, among the heather, and on 
furze bushes, whence, when they are in bloom, numbers of this 
species may be obtained by beating the bushes into an umbrella 
placed underneath. I have also found it among underwood. 

I have met with it in Hampshire and received it from Scot- 
land. 

THERIDION RUFOLINEATUM. 

Thebidion ettfolineatum, Luc, Explor. en Algerie, Arachn., 
p. 260, pi. 16, fig. 10. 
„ spibifee, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8574, and Proc. 
Zool. Soc. 1872, p. 280. 

Length of the male l-9th of an inch, and of the female l-7th. 
This is a rather larger spider than either of the foregoing ; it 
has a broad, central longitudinal, and narrow, lateral marginal, 
reddish-brown bands on the cephalo-thorax ; the intermediate 
spaces being of a dull yellowish hue. The abdomen has, on the 
upper side, a broad, deep, black-brown, and sometimes reddish, 
roughly dentated, and rather tapering, longitudinal, central 
band, bordered laterally with a whitish line ; and on each side 
of the central band is a well defined, broad, whitish, or yellowish 
one, commonly mottled with rusty red ; the sides are dark black- 
brown mottled with dull yellow-brown ; this latter colour often 
forming two or more parallel, and slightly oblique lines. The 
under side is black ; the sternum yellow-brown with a dusky 
black margin. The legs are brownish-yellow, annulated with 
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dark red-brown at the extremities of the joints. The digital 
joint of the male palpus is of a short, round-oval form, con- 
stricted at its extremity ; the palpal organs are rather simple, 
"but surrounded by the numerous coils of a very long, slender — 
almost hair-like — black spine, and covered with a row of long 
bristles issuing from the margin of the digital joint. 

I have found this spider on furze bushes on Bloxworth Heath, 
and on the lower boughs of oak trees in Morden Park, in the 
month of June. The species appears to have a very wide range, 
being found in the South of France, and Algeria ; I have also 
received it from Spain and Portugal, and have myself met with 
it in Egypt, Palestine, and Italy. 

I first observed it, in England, on furze bushes on the Hursley 
Downs near Winchester. 

THERIDION PULCKELLUM. 

Thebidion ptjlchelltjm, WalcJc, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel. 

Length of the male l-9th of an inch, and that of the female 
l-8th. 

This very brightly coloured, and pretty spider is allied to the 
foregoing, and resembles it a good deal in the character of 
its markings ; but it is easily distinguished by its brighter colours | 
as well as by various structural features. It is not uncommon 
on rosebushes, and other plants and shrubs in gardens, as well 
as on the lower branches of trees and underwood. It has a 
broad, blackish, central longitudinal band on the cephalo-thorax, 
whobe ground colour is yellow-brown. The legs are long, of a 
yellowish-brown hue, annulated with red-brown. The abdomen 
has a longitudinal central, bluntly dentate, or sinuous, dark red- 
brown band, bordered (most conspicuously in front) with yellow ; 
the sides are light reddish-brown, and the under part is yellowish 
with a broad red-brown band along the middle. The digital 
joint of the male palpus is rather elongate-oval, and the palpal 
organs have a prominent process, thus differing remarkably 
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from those of Theridion rufolineatum. r lhe egg cocoon is round, 
white, and may be often found secured by silken lines to the 
under sideof a leaf, where it is watchfully tended upon by the 
female parent spider. 

Theridion pulchellum is found in many localities, both in 
Dorsetshire and throughout the South of England, as well as in 
North Wales. 

THERIDION BIMACULATUM. 

Abanea bimaculata, Linn., Syst. Nat. Ed. 12, T. 2, p. 1033. 

Thebidion Cabolinum, Walch, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 192, pi. xiv, fig. 123. 

The length of the male is 1-1 2th of an inch, and that of the 
female l-10th. 

The sexes of this spider differ exceedingly in form and colours. 
The female may be readily distinguished by a broad, central, 
tapering, longitudinal, well defined, yellow (or yellowish-white) 
band on the upper side of its very globular abdomen, the ground 
colour of which is a bright brownish-red. The abdomen of 
the male is far less round in form, being somewhat cylindrical, 
and often constricted across the middle ; it is of a dark brownish- 
red colour, with the two obscure yellowish spots, near each other in 
in a transvere line, on the fore-part of the upper side. The 
palpi are long, and are projected straightforwards as the spider 
runs about. The digital j oint and palpal organs are, comparatively, 
of enormous size, and being held out in front of the spider as it 
runs along, give it a very singular appearance. The female 
carries her little round white cocoon, full of eggs, suspended 
beneath her by silken lines, and shows great concern if it be taken 
away from her, quickly getting possession of it again if she be 
able. Theridion himaculatum is among our rarer Dorsetshire 
spiders ; but I have found it, not unf recently, at Bloxworth 
among weeds and rank herbage in hedges, and also among 
heather, as well as among strawberry plains while gathering 



92 



strawberries in my garden in June and July, by which time the 
female has generally deposited her eggs. It has also occurred at 
Glanvilles Wootton, and is at times very abundant on the sand 
hills near Southport, in Lancashire. 

THERIDION PALLENS. 

Thbbidion pallens, Blaclw., Spid., Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
184, pi. xiv., fig. 125. 

Adult male length l-14th or l-15th of an inch, the female 
being rather larger. 

This very minute, but common, spider is found in early summer 
on low plants, shrubs, bushes, and on the lower boughs of large 
oak trees. 

The general colour is'pale yellow, blotched with white, and 
with some dark, blackish markings. The male has a broad, central 
longitudinal, blackish band on the cephalo-thorax, and the fore- 
part (sometimes the whole) of the abdomen is black, or more or 
less suffused with it. The abdomen of the female is nearly 
globular ; it is often without any dark markings, and is seldom 
so darkly, or so distinctly, marked as that of the male ; when 
present, the markings are sometimes so arranged as to leave a 
large, whitish-yellow Across occupying the whole of the upper 
side. The egg cocoon is perfectly white, of a short pear shape, 
with several subcorneal prominences towards its larger end, giving it 
a very distinct and peculiar character ; it is fastened by silken lines 
to the under side of a leaf, where it may be found after mid- 
summer, and very often (until the young are hatched) with the 
parent spider in close attendance. I find this pretty little cocoon 
frequently under the leaves of laurels in my shrubbery, and the 
adult males are often found running in sunshine on the upper 
bar of the iron railings fencing the lawn. 

Theridion pallem occurs throughout the South and Midland 
Counties of England, as well as in Scotland and Wales, and is 
probably generally distributed. 
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GENUS NESTICTJS, Thor. LINYPHIA, Slaetw. in part. 

The very long, slender, hairy legs, and straight maxillae, 
clearly separate this genus from Theridion ; while the absence of 
spines on the legs, and the length of the legs of the fourth pair, 
being greater than that of the second, distinguish it from the 
genus Linyphia. 

One species only is as yet known in Britain, and that one is 
found in Dorsetshire, as well as in many other parts of England. 
Legs 1.4.2.3. 

NESTICUS CELLULANUS. 

Abaneits obllttlaots, Chrck, Sv. Spindl., p. 62, pi. 4, Tab. 12. 

LnnrPKLA cbyptcoolens, Ehchw. Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. 
p. 224, pi. xvi., fig. 148. 

Length of the male about l-7th, and of the female l-6th of 
an inch. 

This is a spider seldom found excepting in cellars, dark, damp 
buildings, unused drains and sewers, and in natural caverns in 
the earth. The whole spider is of a dull yellowish, whitey- 
brown hue, with a somewhat semi-diaphanous appearance when 
alive. The cephalo-thorax is of a pale, yellowish-brown colour, 
with a distinct, blackish margin, and a longitudinal, central, 
similarly coloured band, strangulated, or constricted, near the 
middle. The abdomen is of a fainter colour than the cephalo- 
thorax, very convex on the upper side, where it is marked with 
some dusky black lines and spots, forming, chiefly, two, parallel, 
rows along the middle; the posterior markings often form a 
longitudinal series of angular bars. The digital joint of the 
male palpus has, at its base, an enormously developed, curved 
process, of an irregular, and somewhat concave form ; the palpal 
organs are also greatly developed, and complex, with corneous 
processes, and spines. 

Though probably this spider would be found, by searching f 
in many other localities in this county, I have as yet only met 
it at Bloxworth Bectory, and at Glanvilles Wootton. It must 
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not be confounded with, another spider, inhabiting also dark 
buildings and cellars — Pholcw phalangioideB, Fuessl. (supra p. 
77). The far longer and slenderer legs, and the cylindrical 
abdomen of the latter spider, will distinguish it at a glance 
from the present species. 

GENUS PHYLLONETHIS, Thar. THEEIDION, Blackw. 

in part. 

This genus, included by Mr. Blackwall in Theridton, is 
separated from it by the more slender legs, a difference in the 
relative position of the eyes of the posterior row, and in the 
form of the maxillse, which are broader towards their extremities. 
In the males there is also a greater, though in different 
individuals not always an equal development of the falces, which 
are widely divergent, and armed with a strong tooth towards 
their base on the inner side. Two British species only are at 
present known, both of them being found in Dorsetshire. 

PHYLLONETHIS LINEATA. 

Araneus uneatus, Clerck, Sv. Spindl. p. 60, pi. 3, Tab. 10. 

Theeidion lineatum, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
176, pi. xiii, fig. 111. 

The length of the male is l-7th, and that of the female l-5th, 
of an inch. 

This is one of our commonest, as well as prettiest, spiders, 
occurring on various plants, bushes, and low trees; its general 
colouring is pale yellow, or whitish. The cephalo-thorax is of a 
straw-yellow colour, with a dusky, longitudinal, central, and 
black marginal lines ; two longitudinal converging rows of black 
spots, sometimes dilated into irregular bands, occupy the upper 
side of the abdomen, which is thickly covered with cretaceous 
yellowish, or whitish spots ; a row of alternate black and white 
spots encircles the hinder extremity, near the base of the 
spinners, in the form of a horse-shoe, whose open side is in 
front ; and a longitudinal blackish band runs along the middle 
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of the under side. The form of the abdomen of the female 
is sub-globular, that of the male being oval ; and the legs are 
long, very slender, and like the cephalo-thorax in colour. There 
is much variation in the markings of the upper side of the 
abdomen ; in some females it is of an almost uniform whitish 
hue, with a few indistinct, veiny, dusk/ lines ; some are as first 
above described; others, both male and female, have two longi- 
tudinal, bright carmine bands which unite at each extremity ; 
and in others, almost the whole of the upper side is carmine ; 
but in all cases the horse-shoe ring of black and white spots 
and the sub-abdominal black band are present. The sternum 
is yellow, with a black marginal, and longitudinal central lines. 

The snare of this spider consists of numerous lines crossing 
and re-crossing each other among the small branches and leaves ; 
the egg cocoon is secured by silken lines under the leaves, of 
which several are usually drawn together, and form a kind of 
tent for the protection of the eggs and young ; the latter living 
beneath its shelter for some time after they are hatched. 

It appears to be equally abundant throughout Great Britain, 
and, indeed, Europe generally. 

PHYLLONETHIS INSTABILIS. 

Thbbidion instabile, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii, p. 416, 
pi. 55, No. 14. 

Length of the male l-12th of an inch; of the female l-10th 
Very much smaller than the last species, though bearing some 
general resemblance to it in colours and form. It may be dis- 
tinguished among other characters by three, broken, black lines 
and markings on the abdomen, in lieu of the distinct black 
spots in Phyllonethis Uneata ; as well as by the absonce, in most 
cases, of the ring of spots round the spinners ; in some examples 
they are indistinctly apparent. The cephalo-thorax and sternum 
are immaculate, excepting a broadish, central, longitudinal, 
tapering, dark band on the former. The males have long and 
divergent f alces very like those of Phylhnethu Uneata, but some- 



96 



what differently armed. As yet this spider has only been found 
among coaise sedgy grass in a swamp near Bloxworth. 

GENUS STEATODA, Smd. THEEIDION, JBlackw. in part. 

The legs are stronger in this genus than in Thertdion, and 
the other foregoing genera, and the eyes are placed on a rather 
projecting prominence at the fore part of the caput. The 
surface of the cephalo-thorax and sternum is often of a 
roughened, punctuose, or granulose nature, and the form of the 
abdomen is quite different from that of Thertdion, with which 
it is united by Mr. Blackwall ; in Steatoda the abdomen is oval, 
but instead of being excessively convex and globular above, it 
is, though considerably convex, rather flattened on the upper 
surface. Eight species are recorded as British, but four only 
have been found in Dorsetshire. 

STEATODA BIPUNCTATA. 

Aeanea biptjnctata, Linn., Syst. Nat. Ed. 10 i, p. 620. 

Thebidion qtjadeipttnotattjm, JBlackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 177, pi. xiii., fig. 112. 

The length of the male is l-6th, and that of the female l-4th 
of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is prominent in front, of a dark reddish- 
brown colour, and (together with the sternum) is covered with 
impressed points, or punctures. The general colour of the 
abdomen is a somewhat purplish, livid brown; a curved, marginal, 
whitish line runs round the f ore[extremity of its upper side ; and 
down the middle there is a longitudinal, white stripe, consisting 
generally of a row, more or less connected, of spots and markings 
of different sizes, and crossed at its hinder extremity, some way 
above the spinners, by another transverse white stripe. All these 
white markings, however, vary considerably in form and extent, 
in different examples. The upper side of the abdomen has its 
central portion often much paler than the rest; and has also 
some deep red-brown impressed spots, or punctures, arranged in 
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two longitudinal diverging lines \ the anterior pair of these spots 
being much more conspicuous than the rest. Beneath the fore 
extremity of the abdomen is a sort of socket, serrated or denticu- 
lated on its upper edge, and into this the hinder extremity of the 
cephalo-thorax fits, like that of Asagena phalerata. The under 
side is of a pale hue, margined with white, and marked with 
a central, longitudinal, deep red-brown band, divided in front by 
a white patch. 

The legs are moderately long and strong; their colour is 
yellow-brown, with, at times, darker annulations. 

The palpi of the male are long, the digital joint large, and the 
palpal organs prominent and highly developed. 

The sexes are very similar in colours and markings. 

This is often a very abundant spider in lofts, outhouses, stables 
and in the windows of neglected rooms ; it is also found under 
large stones and logs of wood. Examples may be met with all 
the year round, but its usual time of maturity is in the early 
summer months. It appears to be generally distributed through- 
out England. 

STEATODA STICTA. 

Thebidion stiottjm, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., 3 Ser. vii., p. 
432. 

„ „ Blackw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 196, 

pi. xiv., fig. 126. 

The length of the male is 1J lines; the female is rather 
larger. 

This a much smaller and brighter coloured spider than the 
preceding, which it resembles very nearly in its general form, 
and somewhat also in the character of its markings. The male 
is much deeper and richer in colours than the female. 

The cephalo-thorax and sternum (of the male especially) are 
strongly marked with granulations and punctures ; and are of a 
bright, mahogany red-brown colour, deepening almost into black 
oa the caput. The legs are of a bright orange-yellow, tinged 



with red. The palpi of the male are long, strong, and similar 
to the legs in colour ; the digital joints (together with the palpal 
organs) form a conspicuous object, as the spider runs with the 
palpi stretched in front at full length. The cubital joint is curved 
prominent above, and strongly clavate at its extremity ; the radial 
joint is shorter, spreads out at its extremity, and is fringed, near 
the fore margin, with longish hairs ; the end of the digital joint 
is rather drawn out, and has a conspicuous, prominent projection 
on its inner side ; the palpal organs are prominent and complex. 

The abdomen is yellow-brown, with the sides, and a patch on 
each side of the medial line of the upper part of the fore 
extremity, black ; the upper part is also divided longitudinally 
by a whitish stripe ; a similar stripe encircles the anterior 
extremity, and four deep red-brown impressed spots form a 
quadrangular figure near the middle. Beneath the fore extremity 
is a similar socket to that noticed in the foregoing species 
fSteatoda btjpmctataj. 

This exceedingly rare, as well as distinct and pretty, spider 
has been found on several occasions after long searching, among 
moss and heather on Bloxworth Heath, but hitherto not in any 
other localities. Among the examples found one only has been 
a male. A variety of the female occasionally occurs, in which 
the abdomen is of a uniform and nearly black hue. 

STEATODA CORACINA. 

Theeidion ooracintjm, C. L. Koch., Die Arachn., Bd. viii., p. 84, 
Taf. 276, fig. 655. 

„ „ Cambr.y Trans. Linn Soc. xxvii., p. 422, 

The length of the male is 1 line. 

A single example only of this spider has, as yet, been recorded 
in Britain; this specimen I found among heather at Morden 
Park, near Bloxworth, in May, 1863. Its uniform, sooty-black 
colour, save the extremities of the legs, which are white, 
will render it easily to be distinguished when met with. The 
palpi are long; the cubital and radial joints very short, th* 
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former protuberant above; the digital joint is large, obtuse- 
oval, and, with the palpal organs, which are simple, very club- 
like. 

STEATODA GUTTATA. 

Thebtdion gtjttattjm, Wider., Blaclcw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 200, pi. xiv., fig. 131. 

This is a still smaller spider than Steatoda sticta, but about the 
same size as S. coracina, the female measuring no more than 1 
line in length. 

In its general form, and the long palpi with their large 
digital joints and palpal organs, it is closely allied to* both 
S. sticta and S. bipunctata, but it cannot be mistaken for either 
of them for a moment. Not only is it much smaller, but its 
abdomen is of a uniform, glossy, maroon-brown colour, marked 
on the upper side with a few bright, yellowish- white, spots dis- 
posed ia three longitudinal lines, the central line being the 
longest. The cephalo-thorax and sternum are conspicuously 
punctuose. 

I have found this very pretty little spider, not uncom- 
monly among heather on Bloxworth Heath ; and (more 
rarely) under stones near Pennsylvania Castle, Portland. It is 
adult in May and June, and in running the male holds its palpi 
stretched forwards at full length, like S. sticta. The hinder 
extremity of the cephalo-thorax fits into a kind of socket beneath 
the fore extremity of the abdomen, but the upper edge of the 
socket does not appear to be either dentated, or serrate. 

GENUS EUEYOPIS MENGE. THERIDION, Blachw. (in 
part). 

The genus Euryopis forms a group of small spiders separated 
from Theridion and Steatoda on several accounts. They are shorter, 
and proportionately stronger, in the legs, broader at, the fore part 
of the caput, which is, however, very short, but also prominent 
in the ocular region; and the abdomen, although very short- 
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oval, and often globularly convex above, as well as slightly 
pointed at the spinners, is yet not so exceedingly convex, nor as 
elevated at the fore part of the upper side, as in Theridion. The 
palpi of the male are also much shorter than in Steatoda. The 
relative length of the legs is 1.4.2.3., and they are devoid of 
spines. Four species have been recorded as British, two only, 
as yet, having occurred in Dorsetshire. 

EURYOPIS INORNATA. 

Thebidion inoenatum, Cambr.y Ann. and Mag., N. H., June, 1861. 

„ „ Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 196, 

pi. xiv., fig. 127. 

The length of the female is one line, the male being rather 
smaller. 

This is a plainly, but distinctly, coloured spider ; its cephalo- 
thorax and legs are of a reddish-yellow colour, the tibiee of the 
first two pairs of legs, as well as the extremities of the tibiee of the 
fourth pair, blackish. The abdomen is blackish, glossy, and of 
a roundish-oval form. The digital joints of the palpi of the 
male, with the palpal organs, form a largeish, round-oval club- 
like end; and the convex sides of these joints are directed 
towards each other. I have found this species, among heather, 
on Bloxworth Heath, and also under stones in the Isle of Port- 
land. It is adult in the months of May and June. 

EURYOPIS FLAVOMACULATA. 

Miobyphantes FLAvoMACULATUs, C. L. Koch, Die Arachn. iii., 
p. 67, Taf. 95, fig. 220. 

Theridion flavomaculatum, BlacJcw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel. p. 201, pi. xiv., fig. 132. 

The length of the male is l-7th of an inch, and the female 
rather larger. 

The cephalo-thorax and legs are of a reddish yellow-brown 
colour, the legs being rather the lightest in hue, The fore- 
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central pair of eyes are further from each other than the hind 
, centrals, and form a longer line. The abdomen is oval, pointed 
behind, and projects well over the base of the cephalo-thorax ; 
it is of a dark, yellowish brown, or blackish colour, with some 
indistinct, pale brownish yellow markings, along the middle of 
the fore part ; three large, rather oblique, dull yellowish patches 
form a longitudinal line on each side of the upper part, and a 
series of four or five, similarly coloured, smaller, opposed, rather 
oblique spots, along the middle of the hinder half, represent 
the ordinary angular bars ; in front of them being four, brightish, 
red-brown spots (in the form of a quadrangle), edged with 
yellowish ; these pale markings have a somewhat metallic lustre, 
from a few pale golden, scale-like specks upon them. 

The palpi of the male are short ; the cubital joint is roundish, and 
tumid in front ; the radial joint very short, dilated in front, with a 
pointed apophysis on the outer side, directed backwards, its 
point almost in contact with the cubital joint ; the digital joint is 
large, the palpal organs complex, prominent, with two rather 
conspicuous processes at their extremity. 

This is an exceedingly rare spider. I have met with it (an 
adult male) on one occasion only in Dorsetshire— crossing a foot- 
path in Berewood, near Bloxworth, in the month of June, 
several years ago. It is equally rare in other parts of Great 
Britain. 

GENUS ASAGENA, Sund. THEBIDION, Blackw. in part* 

In this genus the legs are rather longer than those of Ewryopis, 
and also stronger. The cephalo-thorax and sternum are covered 
with strong granulations ; the former is of a somewhat different, 
and more depressed form, than that of some other genera of the 
Theridiides ; and its lateral margins are furnished with small 
denticulations. The abdomen is broad-oval, not very convex 
above, rounded behind, rather hollowed out underneath in front, 
where there is also a roundish socket, margined above with 
small denticulations ; into this socket the hinder extremity of 
the cephalo-thorax fits, much like that of several speoies of 
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Steatoda. A kind of squeaking, or stridulating noise, is said 
to be made, by the rubbing of the cephalo-thorax against the 
horny edges of the abdominal socket. I have never, however, 
heard it myself. • 

One species only is as yet known in Great Britain, and occurs 
occasionally in Dorsetshire. 

ASAGENA PHALERATA. 

Phalaxqium phaleratum, Panzer., Faun, Ins. Germ., 78, 21. 
Thbridion signatum, Blaclcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 205, 
pi. xiv., fig 135. 

Asagena sereatipes, C. Z. Koch, Die Arachn. vi., p. 98, Taf. 
204, fig. 502, 503. 

The length of the male is l-5th of an inch, and the female is 
somewhat larger. 

This is so conspicuously marked a spider that it cannot well be 
mistaken for any other known British species. The cephalo- 
thorax is of a deep blackish red-brown colour, and, besides the 
granulose surface, it has some short spines on the lateral margins. 
The legs are strong, red-brown, with some portions (chiefly the 
fore-half of the tibiae, and the fore extremity of the femora) dark 
brown, or nearly black. The under sides of the femora and tibiae, 
of those of the first and second pairs, are furnished with short 
spine-like denticulations. 

The abdomen is brownish-black; its fore-extremity- on the 
upper side, has a curved, sometimes bisected, golden yellow, trans- 
verse stripe, directly behind the middle of which is a small, some- 
what linear spot; another short, curved, transverse, rather oblique 
spot of a similar colour occurs, on each side, about the middle; and 
another, elongated, central spot at the hinder extremity. Some 
little variety exists, in different examples, in the number, size, 
and form, of these yellow markings. The palpi are short, and 
of a dark red-brown colour ; the radial joint is large and dilated 
in front ; the digital joint very large, and the palpal organs 
complex with strong, prominent processes near their extremity. 

Pound, though very rarely, among heather, and under stones 



at Bloxworth. It has also been met with occasionally in a few 
other localities in England, Wales, and Scotland, 

GEN NOV., ROBERTUS. 

C&phafo-thorax oval, considerably flattened above, and the 
normal indentations not strongly marked. 

JSye% of moderate size, and not very unequal ; they are placed 
in two very nearly straight, parallel rows almost close together ; 
the convexity of their very slight curves being directed forwards ; 
those of each lateral pair are seated on a tubercle, but are not 
quite contiguous to each other ; and the four centrals form a 
square. The ocular area thus forms a transverse, elongate-oblong 
figure, whose transverse length is more than double its breadth, 
and occupies pretty nearly the whole width of the fore part of 
the caput. The height of the clypeus is equal to half that of 
the facial space. 

Legs moderately long, tolerably strong, 1.4.2.3., fairly fur- 
nished with strongish hairs and bristles, and terminating with 
three claws, the inferior one very slender ; metatarsi as long, or 
longer, than the tarsi. 

Palpi terminate with a black, slightly curved, but apparently 
not denticulated claw. 

Falce8 long, powerful, perpendicular. 

Maxilla rather long, straight, strong, and broad ; with parallel 
sides, truncated obliquely at their extremity, which is rounded 
on the outer side, and strongly inclined to the labium. 

Labium short, subtriangular, rounded at the apex. 

Abdomen rather flattish, oval, well rounded behind, clothed 
thinly with longish, coarse, bristly, black hairs, and projects 
moderately over the base of the cephalo-thorax ; the four outer 
spinners short, but of equal length. 

ROBERTUS ASTUTUS, Sp. IIOV. 
Adult female, length 1 line. 

The whole of this spider is of a pale, dull, straw colour ; the 
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falces, maxillae, labium, tarsi and metatarsi of the legs tinged 
with yellow-brown. Probably the example described (which 
is the only one I have yet found), had not long obtained 
maturity, in which case the colours would perhaps have become 
darker in a short time. 

The profile line of the cephalo-thorax shows no difference in 
the even run, of the very slightly curved line of the thorax and 
caput, to the beginning of the hinder slope. 

The four central eyes form a small square, and are all, as 
nearly as possible, equally separated from each other, the 
intervals being, just about, equal to a diameter of one of those 
of the posterior pair ; those of each lateral pair are placed obliquely, 
and are nearly, but not quite, contiguous to each other, being 
also the largest of the eight ; the interval between the hind- 
centrals is distinctly less than that between each of them, and 
the hind-lateral eye next to it. 

This spider is unmistakably allied to some species of Neriene, 
but differs considerably from them. Among the chief differ- 
ences are the position of the eyes, of which the posterior row has 
its convexity directed forwards; the greater strength of the 
legs ; and the tarsi, equalling, if not exceeding, the metatarsi in 
length. On these, and other, accounts it is necessary to establish 
a new genus for it. 

A single example was found under an old clod of turf near 
Woolbarrow, on Bloxworth Heath, in September, 1878. 

GENUS NEEIENE, Bl. in part. 

This genus and the next (Walckenaera, Bl.) . comprise a vast 
assemblage of minute spiders, mostly black, or dark-brown* 
(varying to yellowish-brown in some species) with yellow-brown, 
reddish-brown, or orange-coloured legs. Among them are some 
of the smallest known spiders; the largest does not exceed l-6th 
of an inch in length ; while the smallest is no more than l-25th. 
There appears to be no sufficient grounds for merely separating 
the genera Neriem and Walckenaera, of which this group is made 
up ; while yet it is impossible to combine them, satisfactorily, in 



106 



4M gro«p f as is now done by most Araohnologists, under the 
generic name j&^ww. The time approaches when a revision of 
{he whole group will be a necessity. I have myself been, 
for a long time, collecting notes for such a revision, which is 
delayed, chiefly, by the difficulty of obtaining the females of very 
ma&y of the numerous species. Here, therefore, it must suffice 
to catalogue them within the generic limits adopted by Mr. 
Blackwall, some years ago, in his work on British Spiders. 

With regard to the generic characters of Neriene it is enough, 
here, to mention that the eyes are in two curved rows, forming a 
transverse, oval, or oblong-oval figure; orin fourpairs, of which the 
two lateral, and the fore-central pairs have their eyes, respec- 
tively, contiguous (or very nearly so) to each other. The legs are 
generally slender, of moderate length, relatively 1 .4.2.3., or 4. 1 .2.3., 
furnished, almost always, with hairs and slender bristles only, 
la a few instances some strong bristles or fine spines are present, 
and in one instance there[a?e some decided spines on the legs of the 
first two pairs. The legs of the male sometimes differ, in their 
relat^elength, from those of the female. The maxillae are short oi 
ef moderate length, tolerably strong, in one group greatly enlarged 
where the palpi are inserted, and, generally, strongly inclined 
towards the labium, which is short and of a somewhat semi-circular 
form. Some few male spiders, of this genus, have eminences, ci pro- 
tuberances on the caput ; but in no case axe the eyes placed upon, 
or around the eminence; others have the caput generally 
raised, in a more or less rounded, or convex form, while 
others have merely the ooular area a little projecting; 
and, excepting in a few oases, there is, in the 
females, but little difference, when looked at sideways, in the level 
of the thorax and caput. In fact, one of the great obstacles in 
the way of a satisfactory subdivision of these small spiders into 
genera, is the great similarity of the females to each other ; while 
the males, generally, differ so considerably, in several structural 
features, as to make it quite easy, not only to distinguish the 
species, but to indicate several good generic groups among them. 

She spiders of this group are found on low plants, bushes, and 
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branches of low trees, among grass, moss, and heather ; also* 
under stones, and loose bark. When young they are among 
the most frequent of gossamer spiders, and may often be taken 
while floating in the air upon their silken lines. The snare of 
these spiders is a thin horizontal sheet of web stretched among 
the leaves and shoots of plants and trees, or among the blades 
and stems of grass, as well as over small cavities in the surface of 
the ground. Over, under, and around this sheet of web are some 
other lines crossing and recrossing in various directions. These 
lines no doubt serves to entangle small insects and precipitate 
them upon the web, where they are quickly seized by the spider, 
who lies in wait, either beneath in an inverted position, or else 
close by. Up to the present time eighty-three species of NeriSne 
have been recorded in Britain, and of these fifty have been found 
in Dorsetshire. 

The remarks made upon each of the following species must be 
taken to apply to the males only, excepting where otherwise ex- 
pressed- As a general rule the difference between the males and 
females of these little spiders consists of the larger abdomen of 
the latter, and the absence of any elevation or eminence that may 
exist on the caput, or thorax, or any special development of the falces 
of the male ; the colours in the two sexes are, almost always, nearly 
alike. 

NEKEENB ATRA. 

Nemene atra, JBlachw., Lond. and Edinbro., Phil. Mag., 3 Ser., 
iii., p. 195. 

„ LONGiPALPie, Blachw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
274, pi. xix., fig. 188. 

The length of the male is about l-10th of an inch ; that of 
the female a little more. 

This, and the next two, are among the most easily identified 
species of the- group. The caput is considerably raised, the falces 
are protuberant neaj their base, and are armed, in front, with 
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strongish prominent denticulations ; the cephalo-thorax also has 
a marginal row of similar denticulations. The palpi (of the male) 
are long and slender, the third (or cubital) joint has a strong and 
. ikearly perpendicular," pointed spur beneath its fore extremity ; and 
the second (or radial) joint is broad, obtuse, and 
rather rounded at the, somewhat produced, fore extremity 
of the upper side. The colour of the cephalo-thorax "is a rich- 
glossy, brown-black ; the legs reddish-brown, and the abdomen 
black; the humeral (or longest) joint of the palpus (in all 
the three species) is armed with denticulations ; and, in the 
present one, there is frequently a longitudinal, central row of 
very small, sharp denticulations on the caput. 

This is an abundant spider in most parts of England ; and 
especially in early summer and autumn, when, after a frosty 
morning, and gossamer lines axe numerous over the grass fields, 
numbers of both sexes may be found running on the silken 
threads. 

• NERIENE LONGIPALPI& 

Linyphia LONQiPALPis, Sundevatt, 3v., SpindL, Beskr., in Vet. 

Akad. Handl., f. 1829, p. 212 ; ibid 1832, 
p. 259 in part. 

Nemene longipalpis, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xviii., p. 447, 
pi. xxxiv., No. 23 and 24. 

This spider is a little larger than the foregoing, but resembles 
it very closely in form, structure and colour. It may, however, 
be recognised, without much difficulty, by the last joint but one of 
the male palpus, which, instead of having the produced portion, 
at the fore extremity of the upper side, broad and obtuse, has 
that part rather more produced, and somewhat pointed. It 
is found in the same localities and at the same periods as JYertene 
atra, but is a much rarer spider, especially in Dorsetshire, where 
I have only, met with it on two or three oqcasions, 
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NERIERE DE&TIPALPIS. 

Thsbidion detitpalpx, Wider, Mas. Senck. 1, p. 248, taf. 17, 
% 1. 

Nkrtete dentipalpis, Cawtbr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8598, and 
Trans. linn. 8oc xxviii, p. 448, pL 
xxxiv., No. 21. 

This spider is of the same size as Neriine atra and exceedingly 
like that, and the last species also ; but it may be distinguished 
readily, from both, by a small, but distinct, tooth-like spine 
behind the radial joint of the male palpus ; the same joint is 
also very prominent at the fore extremity on its outer side, 
and the produced portion of the upper side differs in form from 
that of both the other species. 

It is found at the same periods and in the same localities as 
-ZV. atra, and is equally abundant • 

fnSREENE GRAMIKfCOIA. 

Nebtene gramhtccola, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
272, pi. xix., fig. 186. 

Ldtyphia gbamixioo&a, SmdevaR, Br., Spindl. Beskr. in Yet. 

Akad, Handl., f. 1829, p. 213, 

Tfafe feale measures l-10th of aa inch in length. The color** fcf 
the oephalo-thorax (which has the ocular area a little promine&t) 
fa yellow-brown, with a blacMsh marginal line, and some oo&- 
rerging blackish lines on the thoracic portion; the legs and 
palpi axe reddish yellow-brown, and the abdomen blackish. The 
eubital joint of the male palpus has a short, pointed, spur-like 
prominence beneath the fore, extremity, but it is not nearly #o 
lon«j as that in the three foregoing species. The radial joiftt is 
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stronger than the cubital, and has three projections at its fore 
extremity ; two, large and obtuse, on the upper side, project over 
the base of the digital joint, while the third is small, pointed, and 
situated underneath ; each of the f alces is armed with a strong 
prominent tooth in front towards the fore extremity on the inner 
side. The female (and now and then the male) has sometimes a 
longitudinal, central, ill-defined, pale band on the upper side of the 
abdomen. The sexes are, in most other respects, similar to each 
other. This is a tolerably common spider at Bloxworth on furze 
bushes when in full bloom, and on the branches of trees, as 
well as among underwood. It is also found in many other parts 
of England, and in Scotland. 

NEREE^E NIGRA. 

Neeiene niqba, Blackw., Bpid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 271, p!„ 
xviii., fig. 185. 

The length of this ppider is rather mm than one line. It ia 
almpst spmpiejbely black, or black with a brpwnish tinge ; th$ 
qephalo-ttorax £s glossy, while the abdomen is of a dull hue, 
aagi ibe leg* are reddish-brown. The caput is rather elevated, 
prominent in the ocular region. The palpi are similar in 
colour to the legs, $ad (in the male) the cubital joint is 
long, enlarges gradually to its fore extremity, while the 
radial joint has its upper extremity produced into a 
long, narrow process, ending in a bent point, the point directed 
outwards. The digital joint is rather small, and the 
palpal organs have a kind of corkscrew-shaped, spiny process at 
their extremity. 

I have found this spider tolerably plentiful on iron railings at 
Bloxworth in the months of April and May ; and it is one of 
those to which, in its young state, much of the gossamer over our 
fields in autumn is due. It is also found in other parts of 
England, as well as in Scotland. 
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NERIENE LONGIMANA. 

Ebigone longimana, C. Z. Koch, Die Arachn. viii., p. 93, Taf. 
278, fig. 661, 662. 

Nbbiene vagans, Black w., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 257, 
pi. xviii., fig. 173. 

The male of this spider is rather less than 1 line in length, 
the female being slightly larger. 

The caput is not elevated above the thoracic level, nor is it 
prominent before ; the whole cephalo-thorax is of a more or less 
dark, yellowish-brown colour; the legs reddish brown, and the 
abdomen nearly black. 

It may be easily recognised by the great length of its slender 
palpi, of which the digital joint is very small, while the radial 
has its fore extremity, in front, produced into a long, curved 
process, the point of which is enlarged and roundish. 

As yet we must reckon this little spider among our rarer 
species, inasmuch as I have only met with it in Dorsetshire (at 
Bloxworth and in the neighbourhood) three or four times. It 
appears to be far more frequent in Wales and Scotland ; and 
is adult during the summer months. It may be distinguished 
from some other minute, and allied, spiders, with long palpi, by 
the browner hue of the cephalo-thorax, and the absence of any 
spur on the under side of the cubital joint, as well as by the 
more depressed caput. The sexes resemble each other in colour 
and general characteristics. 

NERIENE RUFIPES. 

LimfPHU rufipes, Sundevall, Sv. Spindl. Beskr. in Vet-AkacL 
HandL, f. 1829, p. 215 ; 1832, p. 259. 

Nebebne mtjnda, Bhckw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 265, pi. 
xviii., fig. 180. 

The tength of the male of this spider is l-8th of an inch ; the 
female being rather larger. 
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The colour of the cephalo-thorax is reddish-brown ; the caput, 
of the male especially, suffused with a deeper hue; that of the 
legs is red, and the abdomen brownish-black with sometimes a 
broadish, pale brownish-yellow, longitudinal, central band on the 
upper side ; this band is frequent in the female, but less often 
found in the male. The caput is not elevated. The palpi of the male 
are remarkable for the large size, and tumid form of the cubital 
joint; the radial joint has its outer extremity produced into a large 
process, and there is another, of a less size, at the inner qxtremity, 
with a third (the smallest) beneath. The f alces of the male have 
a tooth-like process towards their fore extremity, rather on the 
inner side. 

This not an uncommon spider among underwood, and on the 
lower branches of oak trees at Bloxworth in early summer ; and 
Mr. 0. W. Dale has found it, not unfrequently, at Glanvilles 
Wootton. I have also received it from other localities, both in 
England and Scotland. 

NERTENE RUBENS. 

Neeienb btjbens, Blaokw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 270, pL 
xvii., fig. 184. 

This spider is of the same size as the last. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax (of which the caput is con- 
siderably and abruptly elevated, and prominent) together withthat 
of the legs and palpi is yellowish-fed. The abdomen is reddish- 
brown. The male of this spider may be recognised by the 
peculiar form of the palpi, as well as by the abruptly elevated 
caput. The fourth (or humeral) joint of the palpus is very strong, 
enlarging gradually to its fore extremity, where there is, on the 
upper side, a strong, spine-like spur, together with a good many, 
very small, pointed, black, or' red-brown spines; the radial 
joint has its inner extremity produced into a tapering, curved 
process, with another rather shorter and less pointed, at the end 
of the outer side. 
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The female resembles the male in colours and gea&al 
characteristics. 

This spider is found among underwood, and on furze bushes, in 
the months of May and June, and in autumn, at Bloxworth, 
and in many other British localities. It should be remarked that 
the legs of the first two pairs, in the male of this and the next 
two species, have the under side of the tibisB enlarged, and 
thickly furnished with hairs, towards the anterior extremity. 

NEBIENE BIFIDA. 

Nebiene bifida, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8587, and Trans. 

Linn. Soc. xxviii., p. 449, pi. xxxrv., 
No. 14. 

This spider is closely allied to the preceding, resembling it 
very nearly in size, colours, and structure; but it maybe at 
once distinguished by the form of the fore extremity of the 
upper part (ocular region) of the caput ; this part is divided 
longitudinally, by a rather deep cleft, into two segments, each of 
whichhas four of the eyes upon it. The palpi are exceedingly similar 
to those of N. rubem. . A single example of the male, found at 
Bloxworth on a furze bush, at the end of summer, some years 
ago, is at present the only recorded example. 

NERIENE ISABELLTNA. 

Miobyphantes isabellintjs, C. L. Koch, Die Axachn. viii., p. 109, 
Taf. 282, fig. 676, 678. 

Nebiene bubella, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 281, 
pi. xix., fig. 194. 

Nearly allied to Neriene rubem, which it resembles closely ia 
general form, structure, and colours. The abdomen is, however, 
generally of a redder hue, and the caput is not quite so much 
elevated, nor so prominent ; the palpi of the male differ entirely ; 
they we strong, the cubital joint is of inordinate size and tumidity, 
and has a sharp-pointed process at its fore extremity, near the 
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fore extremity produced into a very long, strong, curved, slightly 
tapering process pointing outwards over the outside of the digital 
joint ; and there is another, very much smaller, curved process on 
the outer side, directed backwards. The form of these joints 
will distinguish this spider at once from Neriene rubens. The 
females are difficult to distinguish at first sight, but their respective 
genital apertures are quite different in form. 

This spider is not rare among underwood, in summer and 
autumn, at Bloxworth ; and Mr. 0. W. Dale has sent it to me 
from Glanvilles Wootton. I have also received it from other 
parts of England, and from Scotland. 

NERIENE VIGIL AX. 

Nebiene yigelax, BlacJcw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 277, 
pi. xix., fig. 191. 

Length of the male scarcely one line. 

The caput of this spider ie not elevated. The colour of the 
cephalo-thorax is dark-brown, that of the legs rehdish, and the 
tfbdomen black. The fore extremity, on the upper side, of the 
radial joint of the palpus, has a curved, obtusely pointed process 
pointing outwards, and the palpal organs have a slender black 
spine coiled round at their fore extremity, towards the outer 
side, and covered with a thin membranous substance. 

This is a very rare spider, and has been found once or twice 
only, as yet, in Dorsetshire, running on a roadway in summer 
time. Mr. Blackwallhas met with it, once only, in North Wales 

NERIENE HERBIGRADA. 

Nebienb hebbigeada, BlacJcw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p, 
285, pi. xix., fig. 199. 

The length of the male of this spide* is less than 1 line, being 
about l-l&th of an inch; and th© female is rather larggr. Th# 
colour of the cephalo-thorax is biota, that of the legs yellow-* 



114 



brown ; the abdomen is somewhat like* the legs in colour, but of 
much darker hue. The radial joint of the palpus is larger than the 
cubital, and has its fore extremity, rather on the inner side, pro- 
duced into a strongish, obtuse process; the palpal organs hav e two 
long, slender, contiguous, curved, black spines connected with them, 
and extending beyond the extremity of the digital joint. The 
caput is not elevated, but there is a longitudinal, narrow inden- 
tion running backwards, immediately behind each of the lateral 
pairs of eyes. ' This indentation is confined to the male. The 
female does not differ in colours and general characters from the 
male. 

It is not common, but I have met with this spider occasionally, 
in spring-time, among moss in woods at Bloxworth ; and it has 
been found by Mr. Blackwall in North Wales. 

' NEREENE AFFINIS. 

Nebieke affinis Blaciw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 259, 
pi. xviii., fig. 175. 

. Thelongpalpi,andvery8maJldigitaljoints,whichareroundishand 
scarcely wider than the next joint, render this rare spider easily, 
distinguishable. It is about l-7th of an inch long. The colour of 
the cephalo-thorax is dark reddish-brown, the legs and palpi 
being of a bright yellowish-red hue. The cubital joint of the 
palpus has a short, conical, prominent, pointed spur beneath its 
fore extremity. The f alces are strong, prominent at their base in 
front, divergent at their extremity, and, in the male, with a 
strong tooth, towards the inner side, near the middle. The caput 
is not raised above the level of the thoracic region. The 
abdomen is black. The female resembles the male in general 
characters and colours. 

I have only met with this spider in Dorsetshire on one occasion, 
at Bloxworth, among moss and grass, in eatly summer. Two 
other examples have been .recorded in England, one w found in 
Yorkshire, the other in Derbyshire. 
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NERIENE DENTATA. 

Nebiene dentata, Wider., fflackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 258, pi. xviii., fig. 174. 

The length of the male of this, species is 1-1 Oth of an inch, the 
female being rather larger. Like those of Neriene affinis, the f alces 
of the male have a strong tooth in front, but the two species may 
be readily distinguished by the caput, which is, in the present 
spider, more convex behind the eyes, and rather elevated above the 
thorax, the most elevated part being clothed with numerous strong 
hairs. The digital joints of the palpi are large, and the palpal- 
organs prominent and complex ; the cubital joint has also a small 
spur beneath its fore extremity. Its colours are generally of a 
duller hue than those of N. affinie. The female is similar in- 
colour to the male, and in both sexes the abdomen frequently 
has a central, longitudinal pale stripe. 

I have found this spider at Bloxworth and in several other 
parts of Dorsetshire (but not in abundance), among moss and 
water weeds in marshy places, in the months of May and June. 
It has also occurred in Scotland. 

NERIENE AGRESTTS. 

Neriene agrestis, Bhckw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel,, p. 276, 
pi. xix., fig. 190. < 

The male of this little spider is no more, and often less, than 
l-12th of an inch in length. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is 
yellow-brown, the legs and palpi pale reddish-yellow, and the 
abdomen dark blackish-brown. The upper side of the caput id 
somewhat convexly raised above the rest. The palpi are moder- 
ately long, slender, and the radial joint has a very small pro- 
jection at the extremity on the upper side, armed with two sharp 
points. The digital joint and palpal organs are also small. The 
female is larger than the male, and often has a pale, longitudinal 
ritripe down the middle of the upper side of the abdoiheri, very 
much resembling, in this respect, the female of Neriene faunda* 
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This spider is not rare in spring and early summery running 
on the iron railings on the lawn at BLoxworth Bectory. I have 
also found it in pastures, among grass and herbage, in several 
other localities in this county. It occurs in numerous other 
localities in England, and I have also received it from Ireland 
and Scotland. 

TnraiKM K RETUSA. 

Eaxoon xstuha, Wiutr., Aran. Suec., p. 253. 

Nxnura xlmvaia, Cmrir., Zoologist 1862, p. 7966. 

The size of this spider is about the same as that of Neritne 
tgrertit, and its colours are also similar; but the mala 
may be easily distinguished by the hinder part of the caput 
^ being a little elevated, and then suddenly dropping to the normal 
level by an abrupt slope just behind the eyes; forming there 
(if looked at sideways) a kind of notch. The radial joints of 
the palpi are also quite different, and of a rather peculiar form ; 
the cubital joint is longer than the radial, and slightly clavate ; 
the radial is prominent at its extremity in front, the prominence 
ending in a small, pointed apophysis, directed outwards ; and 
beneath the prominence is a small, black, sharp pointed spine, 
slightly curved, with its point directed rather backwards and 
outwards. 

The female resembles the male in colours. 

This is, apparently, everywhere, a rare spider. In Dorset- 
shire I have only met with it on two or three occasions, and then 
in company with Neriene agrettis. I have found it also in Lanca- 
shire, and have received it from both Scotland and Ireland. 

NEBIENB AMCATA. 

Nbetenb apicata, Bhckw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 269, 
pi. xviii., fig. 183. 

This is another little f pider closely allied to the last, and 
similar to it in sise, colour, and general appearance ; but it may 
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4* wee be recognized by a small, perpendicular/ obtusely* 
pointed, somewhat subcorneal eminence on the caput, behind tiki 
eyes, surmounted by a crest of hairs. It is a rare spider every* 
where. I have, twice or three times only, found it among grass 
and herbage at Bloxworth in summer time, and it has occurred 
in Wales and Scotland. The female is probably very like that 
of the foregoing species, though it has not yet been certainly 
identified. 

NEBIENE GIBBOSA. 

Nxbibne gibbosa, Blacltw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 278. 

This spider is a very little larger than the last, but resembles 
it very much in its general colouring. It may however be easily 
distinguished by the form of the cephalo-thorax, which has a very 
large, obtusely rounded protuberance, on the middle of the upper 
side, at the occiput ; and immediately in front of this is a deep 
hollow, er depression, furnished with strong bristly hairs, whose 
jy&ttfl appear to converge over it. The palpi of the male bear 
ttoft&Aerable resemblance to those of Neriene aptoata, but tkfc 
ttdial apophyses are rather stronger. 

I have found specimens of this very distinct spider, rather 
abundantly on one occasion, among moss in a swamp near Cham- 
berlains Bridge, between Bere and Wool, in the month of June, 
it has been met with also in North Wales and Scotland. The 
female is rather larger than the male, and has not the pro- 
tuberance on the cephalo-thorax. 

NEBIENE TUBEBOSA. 

Nebienb tubebosa, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. STi, 
pi. xix., fig. 192. 

This spider is about the same size as the foregoing — abottt 
1-1 2th of an inch, or rather more in length — and resembles it in 
colours and general appearance. 

The cephalo-thorax has also the middle of fteuppe* «tdt«N*- 
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siderably elevated or gibbous, but not so abruptly protuberant 
as in the last species y nor is there any depression, clothed with 
hairs, in front of the elevation as in N&rtine gibbosa. The palpi 
are very similar to those of that species. 

The female is very difficult to be distinguished from that of 
NeriVne g%bbosa\ resembling it almost exactly in size and 
colours. 

I have found this species in tolerable abundance in the same 
locality, and at the same period of the year, as the spider last 
mentioned ; and Mr. Blackwall has met with it in North Wales, 

NERIENE COBNUTA. 

Nertrne ooenuta, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 267, 
pi. xviii., fig. 181. 

The male of this very abundant but distinct little spider is 
pbout l-12th of an inch in length, and. the female is rather larger. 
It may .be known at once by two longitudinal-oval prptuber r 
ance on the fore part of the upper side of the caput; these 
protuberances are parallel, and close to each other, and 
have a rather forward direction, the eyes being close in front 
of them. The cephalo-thorax is of a deep black-brown colour, 
the legs and palpi brownish-red, and the abdomen black. The 
radial joint of the male palpus has a long, slender, curved, 
pointed apophysis at the fore extremity on the inner side, a small, 
curved, pointed one in front, and a short obtuse one underneath ; 
the palpal organs are complex. The female resembles the 
male in colours, but is larger and wants the cephalic protuber- 
ances. 

Ifind this spider, very frequently, running on iron railings, and 
on posts in sunshine, in spring-time and early summer ; also on 
bushes and the lower boughs of trees atBloxworth, and in many 
other localities in Dorsetshire and England generally, It is 
found also in North Wrfes, 
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NEBIENE BITUBERCULATA. 

Nemene bitubebotjlata, Wider., Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 268, pi. xviii., fig. 181. 

This spider is very nearly allied to Neriene cornuta, and the 
male has two protuberances on the caput like that species ; but 
it may at once be distinguished by its larger size (the male 
measuringl-lOth of aninchinlength),and the proportionatelylarger 
and bolder protuberances, as well as by its totally different 
colourings. 

The cephalo-thorax, legs, and palpi are of a clear, bright 
reddish-yellow colour, and the abdomen black. The protuberances 
on the caput are much paler in colour than the surrounding 
surface. The palpi also are of a rather different structure 
from those of Neriene cornuta. 

The female resembles the male in colours, but is larger, and 
the caput is but very slightly protuberant behind the eyes, 
with a very fine, depressed, longitudinal line over the middle of 
the protuberant part. 

I have found both sexes of this spider among water- weeds, 
and moss, in a swamp at Bloxworth, as well as near Chamber- 
lain's bridge; if has occurred also, running in sunshine, on the 
parapet of the bridge, and on the causeway fence, Morden Park, 
near Bloxworth; and I have received it from some other parts 
of England, and from Scotland. 

NEBIENE CLARKII. 

Neriene clarkii, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc., xxvii., p. 441, pi, 
56, No. 30. 

The adult male is 1-1 1th of an inch long. The cephalo-thorax 
is yellowish-brown, the legs rather lighter coloured, and the 
abdomen of a dull, blackish hue. A leading character of this 
spider is the unusually large size of the digital joints of the 
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palpi and palpal organs ; thee*, together, present the appearance 
of an enormous club at the end of a very slender stem. The 
tadial joint is very short, shorter than the cubital, and is dilated 
on each side of its extremity ; the outer dilation is the longest, 
ending in a blunt point ; and both are furnished with hairs, of 
which some form a row round their outer margins. The caput 
does not rise above the thoracic level. This spider is allied to 
Iferiene livida, Blackw., but the far larger size of the digital 
joint and palpal organs, will serve to distinguish it without any 
difficulty. The female is unknown. 

An example of this rare spider was found by my son (Robert 
Jocelyn), on iron railings at Bloxworth Rectory, on the 24th of 
March, 1875 ; and another was met with by myself under a piece 
of old board in the kitchen garden, on the 24th of May, 1877. 
Two other examples only have, as yet, occurred in Britain, one 
near Dover, and the other at Paisley, in Scotland. 

NERIENE LATEBRICOLA. 

Nebdbne latebricola, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 444* 
pi. 56, No. 32. 

The male of this spider is only 1-1 6th of an inch long. The 
cephalo-thorax has the caput slightly raised above the thorax, 
but only in a generally convex form; its colour is a light 
yellowish-brown, that of the legs being of a deeper hue, tinged 
with red-brown ; and the abdomen is dusky -brown, tinged with 
greenish-yellow. The radial joint is equal to the cubital in 
length, but is stronger, and projects from its upper side, towards 
the hinder extremity, a long, strong, slightly sinuous, rather bent, 
bluntish pointed apophysis, the length of which almost equal 
to that of the radial and cubital joints together. 

I found both sexes of this very distinct little spider, in tolerable 
abundance, among moss in a wood at Bloxworth, in the spring of 
1866. It had been discovered only a few days previously near 
f aiaky, in Scotland, . 
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_~ - " NERIENB FUGAX # 

Nebibnb ptoax, Cambr., Trans. Linu. Soc. xxvii., p. 445, pi. 56, 
No. 33. 

An adult male measured 1-1 3th of an inch in length. The 
whole spider is of a very elongate form. The caput is not raised 
above the thorax, but behind each lateral eye, of the hinder row, 
there is a small, but distinct, longitudinal indentation. The colour 
of the cephalo-thorax is a deep, rich brown, while that of 
the legs is bright, yellowish red-brown, the femora, however, 
being paler than the rest. The abdomen is of a rather flattened, 
elongate-oval shape, glossy black, with a greenish tinge. The 
palpi are yellowish and short; the cubital joint is curved, 
enlarges gradually to the fore extremity and is longer than 
the radial joint, which has three projections from its extremity ; 
the largest and longest of these projections is in front, and ends 
in a straight, red-brown, shining, corneous point, directed out- 
wards over the base of the digital joint; this last joint is large, 
of a round-oval form, and contains the palpal organs, which are 
prominent and complex. The eyes are rather large, and those of 
the two lateral pairs, with the four-centrals, form a curved line, 
with scarcely any intervals between them. An adult female 
resembled the male but was smaller. 

The two examples, above mentioned, of this distinct spider, are 
the only ones yet recorded, and were found among moss, in a 
wood at Bloxworth, in April, 1867. 

NERIENE NEGLECTA. 

Nertene neqlecta, Catnbr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 443, pi. 
56, No. 31, a, b, c, d, e. 
The adult male measures l-12th of an inch in length. The caput 
is not raised above the thoracic level. The colour of the cephalo- 
thorax (which is of a flattish form, with scarcely any marginal 
compression at the caput), is of a yellow-brown* colour, with a 
few bristly hairs, directed forwards, in the central line. The 
legs are of a pale yellowish hue, and the abdomen blackish- 
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brown. Thefalces are long, strong, straight, perpendicular to 
the caput, rather gibbons in front near the base, and oom- 
p r cs s e d, or p i n ch ed in, at their extr einitiflB . Bodi the radial and 
cubital joints are of a elavate form, tike radial beiiig broadly, and 
obtusely prodnced at its extremity on the outer side. 

This spider is evidently very rare, since but one example is on 
record in Dorsetshire. It was fbond among moss at Bloxworth 
in 1863. Some years since that time, however, I have received 
one or two specimens of it from Scotland. 

HEKEESE UVmA. 

Nnmn UYiDtA, BUekw., Spid. Great Brit and IroL, p. 252, pL 
xviiL, fig. 169. 

„ „ Cm*br. y Trans. Linn. 8oc, xxviL, pL 56, fig. 
No. 31, IgJi. 

This spider is yery nearly allied to the foregoing, being of the 
same general form ; but it is much larger, measuring l-8th of an 
inch in length. It is also of a much deeper, richer colour, 
besides differing slightly, though distinctly, in the structure of 
the palpal organs. The cephalo-thorax is red-brown, deepest on 
the caput; the legs are dark, reddish yellow-brown, and the 
abdomen blackish-brown, with four reddish yellow-brown, 
impressed spots, in the form of a quadrangle, on its upper side. 
The falces have the extremities flattened, as if by a sudden pinch 
or compression very similar to those of Neriine negUcta, The 
female is larger, but resembles the male in colours and general 
characters. It is not a rare spider under stones, and among 
moss, or other dtbris, in damp places at Bloxworih, and in several 
other localities in Dorsetshire. It is also generally distributed 
throughout England and Scotland. 

NEKIENE ALBIPUNCTATA. 

NWENS albiptootata, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc., xxviii., p. 
451, pL xxxiv., No. 15. 

The male of this spider measures nearly l-6th of an incfe in. 
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length, and the female is larger. It may readily be distinguished 
by the great length and strength of the divergent f aides, which 
are armed on their inner sides with two strong, prominent, sharp 
teeth, one of which is much larger than the other, and has a 
small tooth-like prominence near the middle of its anterior side, 
giving it a somewhat bifid look. The fang3 are also long, 
strong, slightly biourvate, and have a shallow, tooth-like 
eminence about the middle of the inner side. The cephalo- 
thorax and legs are dull yellow-brown, and the abdomen 
black, with a few small whitish spots on the upper side, arranged 
in two longitudinal, widely-separated rows. The legs of the 
first and second pairs have, besides other bristles and hairs, 
numerous erect ones on the tibise and metatarsi. The palpi 
somewhat resemble those of Neriene. livida. The female 
resembles the male in colours and general appearance. 

Two examples of the male were met with at Bloxworth, among 
grass in damp places in May and June, 18/0-71, and a third 
among heather, in 1875. In June, 1877, a male and several 
females were found, among star grass, on the sand hills near 
the sea at Studland. 

On a spider very closely allied to the present Herr Menge, in 
his History of Prussian Spiders, has established a new, and, 
probably, good genus Drepanodm. 

NEBIENE KOTA. 

Theridion ruftjac, Wider, Zool. Misc. Mus. Sonck., p. 218, pi. 

xv., fig. 3. 

Neriene rubripes, Blachw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 287, 
pi. xix, fig. 201. 

The male of this spider is about l-6th of an inch in length, and the 
caput does not rise above the level of the thorax. The colour of the 
cephalo-thorax is red-brown, the legs reddish, and the abdomen 
brownish-black. The falces are very strong, prominent towards 
their base, in front, and have a tooth-like process near their 
extreputy towards, the inner bide j and the legs are furnished not 
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only *' *^ hairs, but with strongish hrjEsflea, a»mn?DS)ohia£ ^hs 
nature of spines ; they are called spines by Mr. HLaokwaU, bat 
are not, however, reckoned to be spines, mmm aMta, by 
other authors. The distinction between a strong brafle and a 
slender spine is an ex^emely arbitrary and *K«KU» to be dis- 
regarded or not, awarding to the systematic value placed upon 
the presence or absence of spines. Xf the present spider 'vers 
considered to possess true spines on the legs, it would, awarding 
to some authors, bare to be removed from the genus JEr*fa* into 
that of Lmypki* ; since Siari£ne, *ms% striata, ongbt not to con- 
tain spiders -with such spines. It appears to me lbat the 
^n ,>,< | i w in question does, in Ibis species, oame rightly under the 
description of fime qnmet, and that eventually Ibis spider will, 
with some others, form a generic group pretty nearly equivalent 
to Bcttfpkmmtei ILenge. The palpi are long; 1be radial joint k 
ratber produced, in an obtuse form, at the fore extremity of the 
upper side, where (as well as cm tbe sides) it is furnished with 
strong bristles. The digitsl joint is of moderate size, with a 
rery distinct lobe, or prominence, on the outer aide. 
The palpal organs are prominent and camjdeT, with, among 
others, a large, bent, irregularly triangular process at their base 
on the outer side. Th* female is rather larger and fighter 
coloured than tbe male. 

I have found this spider, thougb very rarefy, among moss in 
early summer at Bloxworth ; and it has been met with in Scot- 
land and Wales, but equally rarely. 

HEREENE 8AXATUIS. 

Nnsraans SATimTs, Black*., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 263. 

Themaleof this small spider measures but l-12th of an inch in 
lengthy and the caput is on a level with the thorax. The colour 
of the cephalo-thorax is brown, that of the legs paler brown, 
and the abdomen blackish. The radial joint of the palpus has 
at its fore extremity, .near the upper side, & pointed projection 
curved outwards! and the digital joint has a protuberance at its, 



base, which is indented on the outer side. The palpal organs 
are highly developed, and complex. The legs are furnished 
with a few, very fine, bristle-like spines, and on this account it is 
placed in the genus Linyphia by Dr. Thorell. It has, however, 
it seems to me, stronger affinity to Nertene in the more important 
parts of its structure, and consequently I have not followed in 
this removal. It will probably form one of the group men- 
tioned in describing the last species. 

Found, but rarely, among moss at Bloxworth in the spring, 
and early summer months. It has also been met with in North 
Wales and Scotland. 

NERIENE SUNDEVALLII. 

Ebigonb suNDEVALLn, Westr. 9 Aran. Suec, p. 290, and Cambr^ 
Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 450. 
The length of the male of this spider is 1-1 3th of an inch, and 
{he female is a little larger. The cephalo-thorax is of a yellowish- 
brown colour, the caput darkest, but not raised above the level of 
the thoracic portion. The legs are of a yellow-brown hue, some- 
times tinged with dull reddish. Those of the first and second 
pairs are not only furnished with hairs and slender bristles, but 
have also, beneath the tibiae and metatarsi, two longitudinal rows 
of decided, and slightly curved, strongly divergent spines* 
TThese spines are most conspicuous in "females. The 
colour of the abdomen is dark blackish-brown, and occasionally 
quite black. The palpi are short, the digital joint is of 
moderate size, but the palpal organs are not remarkable for any 
great peculiarity of developement. The female resembles the 
male in colours, as well as in the spines beneath the two fore 
pairs of legs. 

I have found both sexes of this little spider on several occasions 
among moss in damp woods, at Bloxworth, in the months of 
April, May, and June, and have also received it from Ireland. 

The spines underneath the two first pairs of legs will serve 
to distinguish this species from all others pf t^his group known 
tome. 
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NERIENE DOLOSA, Sp. n. 
Adult malo length 1-1 4th of an inch. 

The whole of this little spider, which had evidently not long 
attained maturity, is of a pale, dull, whitish hue, which would 
in the course of a short time, probably have deepened into 
yellow-brown, varying in depth on different parts. 

The profile of the cephalo-thorax, which is considerably convex, 
forms a strong curve on the caput and thorax, to the beginning 
of the hinder slope, and the normal indentations are not very 
strongly defined ; five bristly hairs, directed forwards, form a 
straight line along the middle of the caput. 

The eyes are of moderate and not very unequal size ; they are 
closely grouped in a transverse and somewhat oval figure ; the 
posterior row strongly curved, the anterior almost straight, 
The eyes of the two lateral, and fore-central pairs form a strong, 
even curve with no perceptible intervals between any of the 
six eyes of which it is composed. The intervals between those 
of the hinder row are nearly about equal, and do not exceed an 
eye's diameter. 

The falces are moderate in length and strength, perpendicular, 
very slightly divergent at the extremities, and armed with a feif 
very minute teeth. 

The legs are short, rather slender, 1.4.2.3., furnished with* 
hairs, and a few slender erect bristles on the upper sides of the 
tibiae. 

The palpi are short, the radial is stronger than the cubital 
joint, spreading, and prominent in front; the digital jointisrather 
small, with a somewhat prominent lobe on the outer side; the 
palpal organs are moderately complex, with two or thrae small, 
black, spine-like projections close together at their fore 
extremity, and a much larger, sub-triangular process with a 
prominent black point, at their base on the outer side ; this point 
is in such close connection with the fore extremity of the outer 
side of Hie radial joint, that it is not easy to see, at first 
Whether it forms part of that joint or not. 



The abdomen is of a short-oval form, in fact, nearly 
globular ; the anterior part projects over the base of the cephalo- 
thorax, and the posterior extremity extends rather over the 
spinners, which are thus seated a little underneath. 

A single example of this spider was found among moss in 
Morden Park, near Bloxworth, at the beginning of October, 
1878. 

NERIENE LUCID A. 

Neeiene lttoida, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc., xxviii., p. 452, pi. 
xxxv., No. 27. 

The length of the adult male is not quite 1 line. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax (of which the caput and 
thorax are on the same level) is a dark, blackish, shining brown, 
with a single longitudinal central row of bristly hairs. The 
colour of the legs is bright orange-yellow, and the palpi of a 
rather duller hue. The abdomen is jet black, glossy, and has 
four tolerably conspicuous impressed dots, or punctures, nearly 
in the form of a square, about the middle of the upper side. The 
radial joint of the palpus is produced at its outer extremity, a 
little in front, into a considerable, slightly curved, and obtusely 
ended projection, whose broad point is directed rather inwards. 
The digital joint is large, the palpal organs prominent, 
but not very complex, and furnished with closely fitting, 
strongish, double'coiled, black, filiform spine at their extremity. 

A single example only has yet been recorded ; this was found 
in Bloxworth, in June, 1870, running among grass in a damp 
meadow* It is allied to Neriene vigilax, Bl., but differs in the 
colour of the legs, and in the form and direction of the radial 
apophysis* 

NERIENE VIARIA. 

Nbeibne viabia, Bkchw. y Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 255, pL 
xviii., fig. 171; 

The malo measures 1-1 0th of an inch in length, and the caput 
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does not rise above the thoracic level. The colour of the cephalo- 
thorax is dark yellow-brown. The legs and palpi are paler, and 
the abdomen is either deep brown, or black. The cubital joints 
of the palpi have some long, strongish hairs at their extremity, in 
front, in a sort of tuft. The digital joint is rather large and has 
a largeish lobe on the outer side ; the palpal organs are prominent 
and complex. 

This spider occurs occasionally at Bloxworth, among moss and 
at the roots of rank herbage in hedges ; I have also found it 
several times crossing the road in sunshine. The group of long 
hairs on the cubital joints of the palpi are a striking, and dis- 
tinguishing character. I have received this spider from some 
other parts of England, as well as from Scotland and North Wales. 

NERDSNE NIGRICEPS. 

Nebiene nigriceps, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., Ser. 4, Vol. 
16, p. 248, pi. viii., fig. 6. 

A very distinct and interesting little spider. The length 
of the adult female is 1$ lines. The profile of the cephalo- 
thorax shews that the caput is not raised above the thorax. The 
colour of the cephalo-thorax is orange-yellow, the caput black ; 
the legs and palpi are rather paler than the cephalo-thorax, and 
the abdomen is dull black, tinged with olive. The legs are long, 
rather strong, paiticularly the femoral joints, and are furnished 
with hairs, and a few slender, prominent, spine-like bristles on the 
femora and tibise. The falces are rather long, not very strong, 
slightly divergent, and nearly perpendicular. The eyes of 
the hind-central pair are distinctly nearer to each other than 
each is to the lateral eye next to it. Those of the fore-central 
pair are not quite contiguous to each other, and are divided, 
from the fore-laterals also by a very small interval. 

A single example was found among heather at Bloxworth, in 
May, 1875. 



NEKIENE SYLVATICA. 

Neeebne sylvatica, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 254. 

The length of the male is l-4th of an inch. The caput is level 
with the thorax. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is brown. 
The legs and palpi are tinged with red, and the abdomen is 
brownish-black. The f alces have each a longitudinal row of very 
short fine spines near the outer side in front. The cubital and 
radial joints of the palpi are short, and the former has a long 
strong, straight spine-like bristle at its fore-extremity in front. 
The digital joint is of a tolerable size, and has a strongish sub- 
conical enlargement at the upper part in front, a smaller conical 
one at the base, and a prominent lobe on the outer side. The 
palpal organs are prominent and complex ; besides other pro- 
cesses, there is, on the outer side of the upper part, a strong 
curved, obtuse, corneous one, whose outer edge is distinctly 
serrated. 

This spider is exceedingly rare in Dorsetshire, having occurred, 
at Bloxworth, on only one or two occasions. It seems to be more 
common in the north of England. Several examples having 
been received from Berwickshire, and it has been met with in 
North Wales. The row of minute spines on the falces, and the 
serrate-edged process of the palpal organs are very character, 
istic, and quite sufficient for the distinction of this spider from 
others nearly allied. 

NEEIENE FUSCIPALPIS. 

Miceyphantes fucepaus, C. Z. Koch., Die Arachn., iii., p. 46., 
pi. lxxxix., fig. 202. 

* „ etjeesteis, ibid., 1. c, p. 84, pi. ci., fig. 231, 232. 

Neeeene geacilis, Blackw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p., 256 
pi. xviii., fig. 172. 

„ flavipes, ibid., 1. c, p. 264, pi. xviii. fig. 178. 

The adult male of this slender and delicate little spider varies 
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in length from l-12th to l-14th of an inch in length and the 
female is a little larger. 

The caput does not rise above the thoracic level. The cephalo- 
thorax is black or nearly so, as also is the slender, narrow, oviform 
-abdomen; the legs are rather long, very slender, and vary 
from yellowish to red-brown. The radial joints of the palpi are 
very short, and have a very small, pointed projection at their fore 
extremity on the outer side. The digital joint is subconically 
prominent towards its base, the prominent part indented on the 
outside ; the palpal organs are complex, but pretty compact, and, 
with the digital joint, are of a nearly circular form. The falces 
are strong, divergent, and rather attenuate at their extremities ; 
and the legs are armed with a few erect, very slender spines, or 
rather strong bristles. 

This is an abundant, and almost universally distributed spider 
throughout the summer and early autumn months. It may be 
seen, frequently, running on the ground ; or, as it is strongly 
addicted to aerial excursions, it will often be found on one's hat 
or coat, intercepted in its airy flight ; it is also frequent among 
grass and other herbage. Having had the opportunity of 
examining typical examples both of Neriene flavipes, JBL, and 
ITeriene gracilis, ibid., I feel no doubt about their being speci- 
fically identical. 

NEREENE PENICILLATA. 

Ebigone penioillata, Westr., Aran Suec., p. 289. 

Nebiene corticea, Cambr.. Zoologist, 1862, p. 7964. 

The adult male of this small, but very distinct, spider measures 
only 1-1 6th of an inch in length, and the female is a trifle larger. 
The caput does not rise above the thoracic level ; but there is a 
strong transverse depression about the region of the occiput, 
which is seen very distinctly when looked at in profile. The 
colour of the cephalo-thorax is blackish-brown, the legs and 
palpi yellowish-brown, and the abdomen black. The radial 
joints of the palpi have the upper side rather protuberant, and 
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furnished with a tuft of strong, bristly, black hairs, and at the* 
fore extremity is a strong projection, stretching obliquely out- 
wards over the base of the digital joint, and ending somewhat 
in the form of a crescent. 

This species is not rare among lichens on trees (especially 
apple trees) at Bloxworth, and is adult in the early summer 
months. I have also met with it at Glanvilles Wootton. 

NERIENE INNOTABILIS. 

Nebiene innotabilis, Camlr. } Zoologist 1863, p. 8582. 

The adult male measures 1-1 2th of an inch in length. The caput 
is level with the thorax. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is 
yellowish-brown, the legs rather paler, and the abdomen darker 
brown. The two central eyes of the hinder row are further from 
each other than each is from the lateral eye, of the same row, on 
its side. The palpi are short, the radial joint is rather longer 
and stronger than the cubital, and is produced a little in front 
on the inner side, ending in an obtuse point. The cubital 
joint has several strong, black, bristly hairs in front on the 
upper side ; the digital joint is large and ojbtusely conical on 
the upper side, the point of the cone rather directed outwards^ 
There is also an angular enlargement near the base on the outer 
side. Palpal organs prominent and complex. Bare at Blox- 
worth among moss in spring. I have also met with it at 
Hursley, near Winchester. 

NERIENE SUBTTLIS, 

Nemene stottus, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8584* 

Adult male, length 1-1 2th of an inch. The caput does not rise 
above the level of the thorax. The colour of the cephaJo* 
thorax is reddish yellow-brown, that of the legs brightish red- 
brown, paler at the articulation of the joints, and the abdomen 
blaek, or brownish-black. The two central eyes of tt*s hinder 
row are nearer together than each is to the lateral eye on its side* 
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Kuan itwiftW i , r—fcr- Trans. Iixzc Sac muu 450, 
pL xxxrr- Xo* 17. 

Adah Bale, length l-15ch of an inch, female rather larger. 
The caput is on abort the amme level as Ike thonx, with a 
etrongiih dip between them. The colour of Ike eephalo-thorax 
k yeOow-hsown maihwl with blarwwh marks, and veinmgs, 
meat of which c un i e r g e to the thoraoe paction ; the legs are 
yellow, tinged with orange in acme specimens, slender, and rather 
abort; the abdomen black, glaeay, and clothed Terr sparingly 
with hair*. The eyes are of tolerable sue, and rather closely 
grouped in a tram ex Be, oral figure, the two rows being of equal 
c urvatur e ; those of the hind-central pair are a Tery little further 
from each other than each is from the lateral eye on its side. 

This spider may be easily distinguished from both the fore- 
going (to which it is nearly allied) by its smaller sixe, and by the 
far greater development of a somewhat similar, but more consider- 
able, cxmical prominence on the digital joint of the adult male ; the 
apex of this prominence is slightly directed backwards and out- 
wards, in a somewhat curved form. The palpal organs are 
highly developed, and complex. 

The female resembles the male in colours and other general 
characteristics. 

Found, very rarely, on furze bushes on the heath at Bloxworth, 
in spring and early summer. I have received it from Aberdeen 
and Berwickshire ; and have met with, it also on furze bushes at 
JTewhavtn, near Brighton. 
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NERH5NE PAT#T#TPE8, 

Nebotob pallipbs, Cambr^ Trans, Linn, Soc. xxvii,, p, 437. 

Adult male, length 1-1 7th of an inch. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax of this small spider is yellowish- 
brown, finely margined with black. The legs are moderate in 
length and strength, furnished with hairs and a few slender 
spines, and of a pale, dull, yellowish oolour. The abdomen is 
oval, glossy, very thinly clothed with hairs, and of a dull black 
hue. The caput is confluent on the sides with the thorax, owing 
to the very slight development of the normal indentations ; when 
seen in profile, the outline of the caput forms an even curve to 
the base of the falces; the height of the clypeus is equal to 
half that of the facial space. The eyes are small, and rather 
closely grouped together; they differ but little in size; the 
hind centrals are rather nearer to each other, than each is to 
the lateral eye next to it ; the fore-centrals are contiguous to each 
other, and each is about an eye's diameter from the fore lateral 
next it. 

The palpi are short, and the radial and cubital joints are of equal 
length ; the former is the strongest, but is devoid of any projec- 
tions; the digital joint is comparatively large, and greatly 
exceeds in length that of the radial and cubital joints together; 
the palpal organs are complex and highly developed. 

The female resembles the male in colours and general charac- 
ters, but is rather larger. 

An example of each sex was found on low bushes in a wood 
at Bloxworth, in July, 1860. 

NEBIENE ANOMALA. 

Neeebne anomala, Cambr., Zoologist, 1863, p. 8585. 

Length of the adult female 1-1 1th ofr an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is dull yellow-brown, with some sooty lines 
converging to the . thoracic junotion j the legs and palpi-are 
bright yellow-brown } and the abdomen is large, qf a long-ova^ 
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form, and of a sooty, brown-black hue, thinly clothed with short, 
pale hairs. The palpi are short, the digital joint is large, of a 
long-pointed, oval shape, tumid at the base and pointed at its 
extremity, like the undeveloped palpus of male spiders. The 
genital aperture has a strong prominence conneoted with.it ; and 
had it not been for the plain evidence, as to sex, furnished by 
this latter portion of structure I should, without hesitation, have 
decided the examples examined to have been those of 
immature males. The eyes of the hind-oentral pair are rather 
further from each other than each is from the hind-lateral eye 
on its side; those of each lateral pair are plaoed very slightly 
obliquely, and are contiguous to eaoh other. 

This remarkable spider is very rare, among heather, at Blox- 
worth ; and it may easily be distinguished from all others ye.t 
known to me, by the tumid digital joint of the palpus above 
detailed. Mr. Dale has also met with it among moss at Glan.- 
villes "Wootton. 

NERIENE MOLLIS. 

Nbrebne mollis, Cambr.f Trans, Linn. Soc, xxvii., p. 439. 

The length of the adult male is 1-1 6th of an inch. 

This is a very minute and obscure species ; and, as it had only 
recently moulted, it had not quite attained its permanent colours. 
These appeared to be (like those of many others of the genus) 
yellow-brown on the cephalo-thorax ; legs and palpi yellow, and 
abdomen brownish-black. The caput is level with the thorax, with 
a shallow, notch-like depression between them, when seen in 
profile ; the height of the clypeus is equal to half that of the 
facial space. The eyes are closely grouped, of moderate size, and 
do not differ much, in this respect, from each other ; those of the 
fore-central pair are not quite contiguous, but are equally separ- 
ated from each other, and from the fore laterals. The intervals 
s also between those of the hinder row are very nearly equal. The 
palpi" are very short, the radial is rather stronger than the cubital 
jpint, but is destitute, pf any terminal projection Qr apophysis; 
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the digital joint is small and round-oval in form; the palpal 
organs are well developed and complex, but compaot. 

One example only, found at Bloxworth, has as yet come 
before me. When first described it was stated, inadvertently, to 
have been found near London. Its nearest ally is Neriene 
jfacipalpi*, 0. L. Koch, but the f aloes are larger and less strong 
at their base, and the form and structure of the palpi and palpal 
organs is different. 

NEBIENE ARUNDINETT. 

Nkmbnb abundhtbti, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 441. 

Adult female length 1-1 Oth of an inch. 

This spider is very like the female of Neriene livida, Bl. $ 
it is, however, smaller ; its abdomen is blacker, and devoid of 
the pale markings, and red-brown, impressed spots on the upper 
aide, and is more perceptibly clothed with long, prominent, pale 
hairs ; nor is it likely to be the female (at present unknown) of 
Neriene negleota, Cambr., the relative position of the eyes of the 
hinder row being different; in the present spider these are 
equidistant from each other ; and the inner extremities of the f alces 
are devoid of t}ie depressed, or pinched form characteristic 
both of Neriene livida and Neriene negleota ; it is more like the 
female (lately discovered) of Neriene albipunctata, Cambr., but at 
present I believe it to be distinct also from that species. 

I have met with but one example of this spider — in a marshy 
spot at Bloxworth in 1866. It occurs (I am told by Dr. L. 
Koch who has examined the specimen described) near Niirnberg, 
in Bavaria. 

NERIENE EORMIDABILIS. 

Neriene fobmedabius, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc., xxvii., p. 447. 

This is the largest spider of the group yet known to me, the 
length of the adult female being very nearly l-5th of an inch. 
.The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark yellow-brown j the 
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takes darker, and strongly tinged with red. The legs and palpi 
are bright brownish-yellow ; and the abdomen is deep black- 
brown, clothed pretty thickly with fine prominent hairs. Looked 
at in profile, the outline of the caput and thorax forms a rather 
convex curved line, from the eyes to the hinder slope, which is 
long and gradual ; the clypeus is nearly vertical, and its height 
is equal to half that of the facial space. The eyes are small, 
seated on black spots, but do not differ greatly in size ; those of 
the lateral pairs are seated on oblique tubercles ; those of the 
hind-central pair are nearer to each other than each is to the 
lateral eye, of the same row, next to it. The f alces are moderately 
long, but massive and strong, very prominent at their base in 
front, straight, nearly perpendicular, and armed ^ith some strong 
sharp denticulations, near their extremity on the inner sides. 
The legs are furnished with hairs only. A single example was 
found at Bloxworth among dead leaves in spring-time, some years 
ago. It is nearly allied to (but I think distinct from) Neriene 
huthwaittt, Oambr., a spider not yet found in Dorsetshire, though 
very likely to occur there. 

NEBIENE ASPERA. 

Nebienb aspeea, Cambr., Trans. Tbinn. Soc. xxvii., p. 448. 

Adult female, length 1-1 1th of an inch. 

This spider is nearly allied to Neriene neglecta, Oambr., of which, 
as before remarked, the female is not yet known. It resembles that 
species very closely in form and colours, but is rather smaller and 
much more hirsute, the hairs on the legs and abdomen being coarser 
and denser ; it is also allied to Neriene oblonga (now removed to 
Linyphia) ; but it may be at once distinguished from the latter 
species by the absence of any spines on the legs, as well as by the 
larger size, and closer grouping of the eyes. These form two, more 
nearly straight, transverse rows, the rows being very close to 
each other. The eyes of the hind-central pair are nearer to each 
other than each is to the lateral on its side ; and those of the 
f ore-central pair a*e not quite contiguous to e&ch other. The 
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height of the clypeus is equal to half that of the facial space. 
The terminal tarsal claws are more than usually conspicuous. 

A single example only was found, in the month of June some 
years ago, on the iron railings enclosing the lawn at Bloxworth 
Eectory. 

NERIENE APERTA. 

Nebteots aperta, Camhr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 450. 

The length of the adult female is 1-1 6th of an inch. 

The whole of the fore part of this spider (which is allied to 
N&ri'im livida, Bl.), including the legs and palpi, is yellow-brown* 
tinged slightly with red ; and the abdomen is black, tinged with 
yellowish, and clothed thinly with hairs. The eyes of the 
hinder row are separated by equal intervals, and the fore- 
centrals are contiguous to each other. The height of the clypeus 
slightly exceeds half that of the facial space, and the occipital 
• region is a very little higher than the rest of the caput and 
thorax. The legs are clothed with coarse hairs, and a few 
slender, erect bristles. The f alces are strong, slightly directed 
backward, and rather divergent. The large size of the genital 
aperture, which is nearly circular, and placed on the summit of 
a large, red-brown, rounded protuberance, is very characteristic 

A single example found among moss at Bloxworth, in April, 
1866. 

NERIENE HISPIDA. 

Nemene hispida, Cambr.y Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 449, 

Adult female length l-8th of an inch. This spider resembles 
Nertine livida, Bl. very closely in its colours, but is smaller and of a 
stouter form, and may be readily distinguished by the rugulosity 
of the front of the f alces which are strong, straight, and vertical ; 
a portion at the base and at the extremity is, however, free 
from rugulosity, and the extremity is not pinched in, or flattened, 
as in iV. livida. The abdomen also is blacker and more hirsute ; 
% being clothed with short, strong, prominent hairs, and projecting 
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greatly over the base of the cephalo-thorax. The height of the 
clypeus is equal to half that of the facial space. The eyes of the 
hind-central pair are nearer together than each is to the lateral 
eye, next to it ; the fore-centrals are unusually separated, and 
with the hind-centrals form very nearly a square, whose fore 
side is a little the shortest. The legs are strong, and well fur- 
nished with coarse hairs and slender erect bristles. 

This species is nearly allied to (but I think distinct from) 
Neri'ine albipunctata, Cambr. Examples of it were found at 
Portland, under stones, in October, 1860. 

NEEIENE JUGULANS, Sp. n. 
Length of an adult female 1 line. 

This spider is of ordinary form, and bears considerable general 
resemblance to several other species. 

The cephalo-thorax has the profile line slightly impressed 
between the eyes, and the thoracic indentation ; and the lateral 
marginal constriction, on each side of the caput, is also very 
slight. Its colour is yellow, margined with a fine black line, 
that of the legs being of a rather deeper, or more orange-brown 
hue ; the sternum is slightly suffused with sooty-brown, and the 
abdomen is also of a slightly sooty,yellow-brown colour, with various 
specklings and lines of a clearer hue, probably visible only in 
spirit of wine. 

The eyes are rather closely grouped together in two transverse 
rows, the hinder row curved, the convexity of the curve being 
directed backwards,and the front row nearly straight. All, except- 
ing those of the fore-central pair, are rather large, and nearly equal 
in size; the fore laterals being, apparently, the largest. Thoseof the 
posterior row are very nearly, if not quite, equally separated from 
each other, the intervals being equal to about half of an eye's 
diameter ; that between the two hind-central& is, perhaps, slightly 
greater than the rest ; those of each lateral pair are placed a 
little obliquely, and are almost, but not quite, contiguous to each 
other ; those of the fore central pair are difficult to distinguish 
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dearly, but are apparently contiguous to each other, and are 
separated from the fore laterals by -only a very small 
interval. The height of the clypeus is less than half that of the 
facial space, but is greater than the diameter of one of the fore 
lateral eyes. 

The legs are moderate in length (4. 1. 2. 3.), rather strong, 
especially the femoral joints, and are furnished sparingly with 
hairs, and with a few fine, prominent, spine-like bristles on the 
outer sides of the tibiae. The palpi are short, similar in colour 
to the legs, and are also furnished with a few strong, spine-like 
bristles. The falces are rather short, tolerably powerful, nearly 
vertical, armed with a few small teeth,and like the cephalo-thorax 
in colour. 

The abdomen is of an elongate-oval, somewhat cylindric, form* 
and projects over the base of the C8phalo-thorax. The genital 
aperture is large, of very characteristic form, and placed at the 
hinder margin of a large, roundish convexity. 

This spider is a striking instance of the difficulty of assigning 
the true generic affinity of many of the small spiders at present 
included in the genus Neriene ; it has a decidedly Br ami appear- 
ance, but is yet removed far from that family by the possession 
of three terminal tarsal claws, and the absence of any claw at the 
end of the female palpus. It is also, not remotely, allied to some 
of the spiders at present included in the genus Zinyphia, such as 
Zinyphia ollonga Cambr-, and Zinyphia incerta, ibid. ; but it may 
be distinguished by the larger size of the eyes, which are seated 
upon black tubercular spots. 

The only example I have seen, as yet, is one found in the 
autumn of 1878, near Sherborne, by my nephew (Frederick P. 
Cambridge). 

NERIENE BICUSPIS. 

Nebiene bicuspis, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8568, and Trans. 

Jinn Soc. xxviii., p. 451, pi. 35, No. 26, 

This is one of the most remarkable species of the genus. The 
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The colour of die ecpl^Z^hurax is a dnIL seini-diaphanous, 
olive-brown; iha: of die legs and pa?pi pair yellow-brown ; the 
articulations of the joins of the legs are strongly tinged with 
reddish orange-brown; and the abdomen is glossy, of a dark 
sooty-brown hue, and sparingly clothed with hairs. 

' The palpi are long ; the cubital longer and stonier than the 
radial joint ; which last has the upper side of the fore extremity 
produced into a kind of longish. tapering, nearly straight spur, and 
in opposition to this is another more pointed one at the lower side. 
The form of the extremity of this joint is diffimlt to describe 
correctly, and has the appearance of being very different 
from different points of view. The eyes of the fore and hind 
central pairs form a quadrangle, broadest behind, between the 
frontal cusps, and the lateral pairs are seated very obliquely at 
the bases, in front, of the tubercles on which the cusps stand. 

Except in wanting the frontal tubercles and cusps, and 
being rather larger, the female resembles the male. 

Found not unfrequently, at Bloxworth Bectory, in April and 
Hay, 1862 (but more rarely since) upon iron railings ; in the 
angles formed by the uprights and rails of these, it spins an 
irregular snare, and sits in it in an inverted position. In 1874 1 
received this spider from the neighbourhood of Paris, where it 
was found by Mons. Eugene Simon. 

GENUS WALCKENAEEA, Blackw. 
The numerous little spiders comprised in this genus cannot be 
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separated generically from Neriene ; that is to say not as that 
genus is at present characterized and limited ; but they may be, 
for the most part, easily distinguished (at least in the 
male sex) by the structure of the fore part of the caput ; this 
portion is, excepting in a few instances, more or less elevated 
protuberant or prominent, and the eyes are grouped more or less 
closely upon or round the elevation. In Iferiene, on the contrary* 
the eyes are always external to any eminence on the caput ; and, 
excepting in a comparatively few instances, there is no eminence 
at all upon it. The females of Walckenaera, excepting those of 
a few species, are destitute of the form of the caput so charac- 
teristic of the males, and are, mostly, quite indistinguishable 
from the females of Neriene. In colours the spiders of the two 
genera are usually similar ; different depths, however, of colour- 
ing are good specific characters in Walckenaera as they are also 
in Neriene; the various species of Walckenaera are also found in 
similar situations, and (so far as they are known) their habits 
and snare are similar. The armature of the legs consists o 
hairs, and very slender bristles only ; these latter are generally 
erect or very prominent, and never attain a spinous nature as do 
those of some species of Neriene. 

The genus Walckenaera contains some of the smallest known 
spiders— one, W. diceros, Cambr.— measuring less than half a 
line in length. 

The differences in the form and structure of the caput con a 
statute the most tangible, as well as the best, specific characters 
of the male. Fifty-seven species are at present known as 
British, and of these thirty-eight have been found' in Dorset* 
shire. 

A Prussian arachnologist, Herr Menge, has constituted 
numerous genera out of the various species of Neriene and 
Walckenaera, but as most of his genera are chiefly based on almost 
microscopic characcers, derived from a portion of the male struc- 
ture only, they will hardly (at any rate not all of them) retain 
their place in a scientific system. 
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WALCKENAERA BREVIS. 

Thbbidium beevb, Wid., Zool. Misc. Mus. Senck. p. 236 (242), 
pi. xvi., fig. 8. 

Walokenaeba depre8sa, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 306, pi. xxi., fig. 221. 

The adult male measures less than one line in length, the 
female being rather larger ; both sexes are almost exactly 
similar in form and colours. The cephalo-thorax is broad-oval, 
and its surface punctuose ; the fore part (or caput) full, prominent, 
bluff, and rounded, but without any distinct elevation ; its colour is 
dark brownish-black. The legs are short and, with the palpi, 
are yellow-brown, with a strong chestnut-red tinge. The 
abdomen is black, often tinged with deep chestnut-brown ; it is 
of a very short oval, almost circular and flattened form, project- 
ing greatly over the base of the cephalo-thorax ; the upper side, 
in the male, is covered with a kind of coriaceous integument 
thickly beset with minute impressed dots or punctures, and pre- 
sents a shield-like appearance. The palpi are short, and the 
digital joint and palpal organs of moderate size, the latter com- 
plex. The eyes are similar in position to those of Neriwe, and 
the height of the clypeus is equal to half that of the facial space. 
This, and several of the following species, can hardly be dis- 
tinguished from Neri'ene, as at present characterized. I have, 
however, left them for the present (for reasons before mentioned) 
in the systematic position here assigned to them. 

This little spider is not rare among moss and at heather roots 
at Bloxworth, and in other localities, in spring and early summer, 
when they are adult. It has occurred also in Scotland and 
North Wales. 

WALCKENAERA BREVIPES. 

Walckenaera brevipes, Westring, Aran. Suec. p. 294. 

„ „ Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxviii., p, 

454, pi. xxxv., No. 28. 
This spider is nearly allied to Walckenaera trevis Wid., which it 
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resembles very closelyinform, colours, and other general character^. 
It is, however, smaller, the male measuring less than 3-4ths of a 
line in length, i.e., about 1-1 7th of an inch ; and the height of the 
clypeus is much greater, being equal to two-thirds of that of the 
facial space ; this last character serves to distinguish it readily. 
The palpi and palpal organs of the male differ slightly also in 
structure. 

Found at Bloxworth at the same season of the year, and in 
the same situations as W. brevis, and also received from Scot- 
land. 

WALCKENAERA SCABROSA. 

Walcxenae&a scabrosa, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 
463, pi. 57, No. 38. 

This is also a very near ally of Walckenagra brevis Wid. ; it may 
be easily distinguished by its larger size — the male measuring 
l-14th of an inch in length, and the female 1-llth. 

In colour, form, and general structure it is very similar to both 
the foregoing species. The height of the clypeus is much 
greater than that of Walckma&ra brevis, being very slightly less (pro- 
portionately) than that of Wdlckenaera brevipes. The much 
larger size of the digital joint of the male palpus, and the more 
highly developed spiny processes of the palpal organs are also 
very strong distinguishing characters, and Will enable the collector 
to separate it easily from both the foregoing species. 

Found, but very rarely, at Bloxworth Rectory ; in eighteen 
years I have met with it only on two or three occasions. 

WALCKENAERA PRECOX, 

Walckenaeea precox, Cambr., Trans: Linn. Soc. xxviii.,p. 549, 
pi. 46, fig. 19. 

The length of the adult male is rather less than 1-1 6th of an 
inch. 

The whole of the fore part of the spider is yellow-brown, 
excepting the legs and palpi, which are of a clearer and pales' 
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colour. Tie cephalo-thorax is something like that of 
Walckenaera brevipes Westr., but the general shape is less short, 
and not nearly so circular ; the caput is also less massive ; its 
colours however, as well as other characters (especially a long, 
narrow, deepish, longitudined indentation running bac^ards from 
each of the hind lateral eyes), will most readily distinguish it from 
either of the foregoing spiders. The palpi are short; the 
radial apophysis is small, slender, prominent, anoL pointed, and 
projects from the fore extremity of the joint slightly towards the 
inner side ; the palpal organs are simple. 

A single example only, fonnd by my nephew, Frederick 
P. Cambridge, among grass on the lawn at Bloxwoith Rectory, 
in March, 1872. 

WALCKENAERA SUBITANEA. 

Eeioonb stfBitAimA, Cambr. f Ann. and Mag* N.H., s. 4, vol. 16, 
p. 249, pL 8, fig. 7. 

Wiis very minute spider is very nearly allied to Walckenaera 
pracox, Carribr., it is> however, smaller, the adult male measuring 
no more than l-23rd of an inch in length. 

The Curve of the hinder row of eyes is also less strong, and 
the height of the clypeus is, as nearly as possibly, ^qual to half 
that of the facial space, while in Walckenaera precox it is less 
than half. The occiput (in profile) is^also more gibbous, and the 
radial apophysis is far less prominent. The eyes of the hinder 
row are equidistant from each other, while those of the hind- 
central pair of Walckenaera prcecox are distinctly nearer to each 
other than each is to the lateral eye next to it. A nearly similar 
indentation runs backward from each hind-lateral eye, and in 
other respects also it bears close resemblance to the last 
mentioned spider. 

A single example, found in May 1874 among decayed wood 
in an outhouse at Bloxworth Rectory, is as yet, the only 
recorded instance, of its occurrence* 
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WALCKENAERA DICEROS. 

Walckenaera diceros, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 454, 
pi. 57, No. 39. 

This very remarkable and distinct little spider is the smallest 
yet known of the order Aranetdea, measuring no more than 
1 -25th of an inch in length. • 

The fore part of the cephalo-thorax is broad and bluff, but has 
no distinct elevation ; two little, sharply bent, horn-like, black 
processes, not far from each other in a transverse direction, issue 
from small tubercles near the middle of the area enclosed by 
the four pairs of eyes ; these horns are apparently composed of 
several pairs of confluent black bristles ; and from behind each 
lateral pair of eyes a long, deep, indentation runs obliquely back- 
wards. The cephalo-thorax is pale yellow-brown with a narrow 
black margin. The legs and palpi are tinged with reddish, and 
the abdomen is dull brownish-black. The radial joint of the 
palpus has, in front on its inner side, a long prominent projection 
the extremity of which is rather obliquely truncated ; and the palpal 
organs have a strong black spine curved round their fore 
extremity in a circular form. 

Very rare ; two examples of each sex, found among moss in 
woods at Bloxworth, are all that I have met with during four- 
teen years, in spite of many a long and wearisome search for it. 

WALCKENAERA SAXICOLA. 

Walckenaera saxicola, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N.H., June, 
1861, and Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 311, pi. xxi, fig. 226. 

The adult male measures rather less than 1 line in length. 
# The cephalo-thorax is of a dark brown colour, the legs and 
palpi pale yellowish-brown, with the tibiae of the first and 
second pairs dark brown, and the abdomen brownish-black. 
The upper part of the caput is slightly and obtusely elevated, 
and behind it is a transverse dip or depression, giving a notched 
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appearance in the profile line. The palpi are short ; the radial 
joint is broad and strong, and has three apophyses, a rather long 
slender one curved outwards in front of the digital joint, a strong 
crescent-shaped one in front, towards the outer side, and a short 
obtuse one underneath ; the digital joint is large, and the palpal 
organs complex ; a black filiform spine is curved in a circular 
fqrm near their middle, and from within its curvature, a black, 
slightly cork-screw-shaped spine, enveloped in membrane, is 
directed obliquely forward and downwards. The female is rather 
larger than the male, and resembles it in colours, but the caput 
is less elevated. 

Adults of both sexes of this rare spider were found under 
stones and pieces of rock at Portland, near Pennsylvania Castle, 
in July, 1860. It is allied to Wakkenaera antica, Wid., and also 
to the next species described. 

WALCKENAERA ATRO-TIBIALIS. 

Walckenaeba atro-ttbialis, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N.H., s. 5, 
vol. 1, p. 116, pi. 11, fig 3. 
The length of the female is one line* 

This spider is nearly allied to the foregoing as well as to 
Walckena'era antica, Wider. ; from both, however it may be dis- 
tinguished by the tibiee of all the legs being black, instead of, 
as in those species, the tibiae of the two first pairs only. The 
transverse depression behind the caput is stronger than that of 
the female of Walckena'era saxicola ; and the colours of the spider 
are far less vivid than those of Walckena'era antica. 

A single example only, found in Berewood near Bloxworth, 
among moss and dead leaves in June, 1876. 

WALCKENAERA CUSPIDATA. 

« 

Walokenaeba ottspidata, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL 
p. 290, pi. xx., fig. 204, 

The length of the male is rather more than 1 line, and the 
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female is slightly larger. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is 
dark reddish-brown, that of the legs and palpi bright yellowish- 
red, and the abdomen is glossy black. The caput is not dis- 
tinctly elevated, but the spider may be known at once by a 
small, black, projecting, horn-like prominence directed forwards 
from the centre of the ocular area. The horn being a little 
smaller at its extremity than at its base. The palpi are of 
tolerable length; the radial joint has two or three strong 
. apophyses at its extremity ; the digital* joint is large, and the 
palpal organs complex. 

This is a rare spider. I have found it occasionally at Blox- 
worth, among moss in the spring season. It has also been met 
with in some other parts of England, as well as in Scotland and 
North Walps. 

WALCKENAERA UNICORNIS. 

Walckenaera unicornis, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., June, 
1861. 

„ „ Blackw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 

293, pi. xx., fig. 207. 

In size, colours, general form, and structure, this spider is 
exceedingly like Walckenaera cuspidata, Bl., resembling it also in 
having a horn-like process between the eyes ; but it may be 
readily distinguished by the different form of the process. In the 
present spider this is stouter, paler coloured, more vertical, and 
rather enlarged, as well as cleft, or bifid, at the top. The form 
also of the radial apophysis differs, as also does the structure of 
the palpal organs, the palpi having, however, a very similar 
general appearance, and being about the same size. 

This is a rare spider ; found occasionally at Bloxworth at the 
same seasons as W. cmpidata y and in similar situations. I have 
also found it at Lyndhurst, Hampshire, and have received it from 
some other parts of England. 
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WALCKENAERA MONOCEROS. 

Tttektdixjm monooeros, Wider., Zool. Misc. Mus. Senck, p. 230 
(236) pi. xvi., fig. 3. 

Walckenaeba monoceeos, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL 
p. 291, pi. xx., fig. 205. 

The male of this curious little spider measures 1 line in length. 
The cephalo-thorax is reddish-brown, the legs reddish-yellow, 
and the abdomen deep ydllowish-brown. It is allied to both the 
fore-going spiders, but may be distinguished without difficulty 
by the small projecting horn-like process, issuing from the middle 
of the ocular area, being of a conical form directed rather down- 
wards, and furnished with numerous divergent, and upturned, 
clavate hairs. The eyes are also smaller and describe an area 
broader in proportion to its length than in Walckenaera cuspidate 
and W. unicornis. The palpi and palpal organs are of peculiar 
and characteristic structure. The radial j oint has a large, curved, 
tapering apophysis, whose obtuse point is bifid or notched, at 
its extremity on the inner side, and has its point directed out- 
wards, and in front is a smaller, dark-coloured, spine-like apophysis 
opposed to the other. The palpal organs are complex, with a 
strong spine curved in a circular form at their extremity. 

I met with several examples (of the male only) of this very 
rare spider, under stones and pieces of rock near Pennsylvania 
Castle, Portland, in the autumn of 1859; since- which time I 
have not again found it. I had previously found a single 
example at Southport, in Lancashire. 

WALCKENAERA PUNCTATA. 

Walckenaeea punctata, Blackw., Spid* Great Brit, and Irel , p. 
295, pi. xx., fig 210. 

The male is rather more than 1 line in length, and the female 
is about l-10th of an inch. 

The pephalo-thorax is of a very dark, slightly reddish, brown 
colour ; the caput has no distinct elevation, but is rather raised, 
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and prominent in front, and a strongish indentation runs back- 
wards from each lateral pair of eyes. The cephalo-thorax is 
also pretty thickly marked with roundish punctures on the lateral 
margins, as well as with rows of the same, converging to the 
thoracic indentation. The sternum is also similarly punctured. 
The legs and palpi are of a bright, warm, reddish colour, and the 
abdomen is glossy black. Two apophyses project from in front 
of the radial joint ; the upper one is strong, pointed, prominent, 
and conspicuous ; the other is smaller, and less prominent. The 
palpal organs are complex, and well developed. 

This very distinct spider occurs, but not very commonly, 
among moss in damp places, and in swampy grounds among 
coarse grass and water-weeds, on the heath, at Bloxworth and 
in the neighbourhood. It has occurred also in Scotland, York- 
shire, and North Wales. 

WALCKENAERA BIERONS. 

Walckenaeba bifbons, Bhckw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p 
302, pi. xxi., fig. 218. 

The male measures less than 1 line in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a deep brown colour, and the caput 
is perpendicularly elevated into a large, roundish-topped 
eminence, compressed on the sides, and the summit divided by a 
longitudinal groove or impression. The eyes are on the front 
of the prominence, some little way below the summit, and the 
lower part of the clypeus is very prominent. The legs and palpi 
are yellowish-red, and the abdomen is brownish-black, and 
glossy. The radial joint of the palpus is not nearly so long as 
the cubital, and the apophysis, at its outer extremity, is small, 
and a little curved. The palpal organs are highly developed 
and complex, and have a curved, black spine at their fore 
extremity. 

A rare spider, found occasionally at Bloxworth, on low bushes, 
in woods, in June and July, and received from North Wales and 
Scotland. 
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WALCKENAERA HUMILIS. 

Waloxenaeea httmilis, Blackw.j Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
307, pi. xxi., fig. 223. 

The adult male measures 1-1 8th of an inch in length, and the 
female about 1-1 6th. 

The whole caput is rather raised, and considerably produced pro- 
jecting forwards in a slightly upward, sloping direction, but has no 
distinct elevation ; it is broadly truncated at its extremity, and the 
eyes are placed in four pairs, occupying the whole area of the 
truncation, which has also some short hairs upon it. The colour 
of the cephalo-thorax and abdomen is brownish-black ; the legs 
and palpi are red-brown. The cubital is longer than the radial 
joint, which last is broad and produced over the base of the 
digital joint, and ends in a bifid form, one limb of the bifid part 
being curved and pointed, the other much larger, longer, and 
prominent, with its termination a little enlarged and obtuse. The 
palpal organs are highly developed and complex. 

This rare spider oocurs occasionally among moss in woods in 

early summer at Bloxworth. It seems to be more frequent in the 

North, where some years ago (at Edinburgh) I found it on several 

occasions running in bright sunshine, on the pavement of the 

City, in the months of June and July. It has also occurred in 
Lancashire. 

WALCKENAERA AFFINITATA. 

Walckenaera affinitata, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxviii, p. 

454, pi. 35, No. 30, and Zool. 1863, p. 
8,591. 

The length of the male is 1-1 5th of an inch. 

This spider is nearly allied to, but quite distinct from, 
Walckenaera humilts, Blackw. The caput is more elevated, more 
porrected, and less obtuse at its fore extremity, where it is also 
truncated in a less horizontal line. The palpi and palpal organs 
bear a general resemblance to those of Walckenaera humilis ; but 
are rather more exaggerated in their development. 
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The cephaio-thorax is dark brown, almost black; the legs and 
palpi pale yellowish-brown, and the abdomen (which is of a 
short oval form, and very convex above) is of a deep black-brown 
colour ; the ocular area is furnished with some short, prominent, 
bristly hairs. 

A single example, found at Bloxworthin May, 1861, remained, 
until lately, unique; but on the 22nd of June, 1877, I found 
another among star grass, on the sand-hills near the sea, at 
Studland. 

WALCKENAERA CRASSICEPS. 

Eeigone obassioeps, Westr., Aran. Suec, p. 231. 

The length of the male is about l-14th or l-15th of an inch. 

This spider is nearly allied to Walekenaera humMs, Blackw., and 
still more closely to the last species, Walckenaera affinitata, Cambr. 
The caput is considerably elevated and prolonged forwards, the 
extremity being somewhat obliquely truncated, but also undivided, 
like that of the two species mentioned. The eyes are placed in 
four pairs, exactly north, south, east, and west, on the truncated 
part, forming an area about half as broad again as it is long ; 
the far greater height and length of the elevation, as well as 
the larger size of the spider, distinguish it at once from Walckenaera 
humiliB. From Walckenaera affinitata, to which it bears a closer 
resemblance, it may be distinguished by the occiput being more 
convex, or gibbous, a peculiarity seen at once when looked at in 
profile, the profile line of the occiput in Walckenaera affinitata 
being of a more even, upward slope. The ocular area also is of 
less extent in its longitudinal diameter. The clypeus exceeds, in 
height, the length of the area formed by the fore and hind 
central pairs of eyes ; it retreats considerably, and its profile line 
is rather incurved. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark 
brown, tinged with olive-green on the caput. The margins are 
black, and there are some indistinct, radiating, blackish lines on 
the thoracic region. The legs are slender, and of tolerable 
length, clothed with short, fine hairs only, and of a dull 
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yellowish hoe. The palpi are moderately long ; the cubital joint 
is clavate and slightly curved; the radial joint is short, but 
broadly and greatly produced over the digital joint, the greater 
part of which it conceals. The produced part narrows gradually 
to a curved, prominent, and obtuse extremity, which is directed 
upwards, i.e., away from the digital joint. The palpal organs 
are prominent and complex, with a prominently, curved, black 
spine, in contact with some semidiaphanous membrane, beneath 
their fore extremity. The abdomen is black. 

A single example of this very interesting spider was found on 
the lawn at Bloxworth Bectory by my son (Robert Jocelyn), in 
May, 1877. This is its first record as a British spider. One 
example only, from Bavaria, had previously come before me. 

WALCKENAERA CBISTATA, 

Walgkexaxba cbistata, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, 
p. 309, pi. xxi., fig. 224. 

The male of this very distinct species measures 1 line in length, 
and the female is rather larger. 

The caput is rather elevated, porrected, and divided at its fore 
extremity into two segments, by a deep, transverse groove, or 
indentation; each segment is clothed at its summit with 
numerous hairs meeting over the indentation and forming a 
crest. The posterior segment bears the hind-central pair of eyes, 
and the anterior segment the fore-central pair, the lateral pairs 
being much lower down below the cleft. The falces are placed 
far back, and are much inclined to the sternum. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is brownish-black, the legs and 
palpi red-brown, and the abdomen glossy-black. The palpi are 
moderately long ; the cubital joint is of a clavate form, and the 
radial joint is broadly and obtusely produced over the base of 
the digital joint with a curved, spine-like, pointed process, 
directed outwards from its inner extremity. 

This is by no means a common spider, but is found occasionally 
at Bloxworth, and in the neighbourhood, among lichens on apple 
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tree** as- well' as- among moss- in woods ia spring and early 
sunnier monihs. It has also occurred in other parts of England, , 
m Wales, and Scotland. 

WALCKENAERA PERMIXTA. 

Walokknabea pbbmixta, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 45, 
pi. lvii., No. 42. 

This spideris allied to Walckenaera cristata, SI., butmay easily be 
distinguished, not only by its smaller size (the male measuring 
no more than 1-1 5th of an inch in length), but also by the form 
of the fore part of the caput, and the structure of the palpi and 
palpal organs. It is also less deeply and richly coloured. 

The.cephalo-thorax is of a dark, rich, brown colour, and very 
glossy. The caput of the male is elevated, and much porrected 
in an upward, evenly sloping direction ; and is also divided into 
two segments by a deep transverse notch or cleft ; but the hinder 
slope is far less abrupt than in Walckenaera crntata, and the two 
segments (of which the hinder one is much the smallest) are less 
pointed, and not nearly so conspicuously clothed (at their summits) 
with hairs. The radial joint is considerably produced in front, 
at its extremity, over the base of the digital joint, and has a row 
of three short, black, sharp-pointed spines, near together, and 
directed outwards not far from its extremity. 

Found in some abundance in May, 1863, under decaying 
rubbish in a swamp at Bloxworth ; but I have never met with 
it since. It has, however, been sent to me from more than one 
locality in Scotland, and the North of England. 

WALCKENAERA ANTIC A. 

Theetdium antiottm, Wider., ZooL Misc. Mus. Senck. 1, p. 21, 
pi. xv., fig. L 

Walckenaera antica, Slackw., Spid< Great Brit* and Irel,, p. 
310, pi. xxi., fig, 225. 

The male measures rather more than 1 line in length, and the 
female about 1-1 0th of an inch. 



154 



The colour of the cephalo-thorax is a deep, shining, Mack- 
brown. The legs are bright red-brown, the tibisa of the first 
and second pairs being deep black-brown. The abdomen is 
glossy and black. 

The caput of the male is distinctly, but not greatly, elevated; 
and is divided into two very unequal segments by a deep trans- 
Terse cleft in front. The hinder segment is greatly the largest, 
obtuse, and rounded above, and bears on its summit the hind- 
central pair of eyes. The anterior segment is very small, 
and has, near its upper part in front, two small, divergent, pale, 
processes, curving sharply upwards; and near its base are the eyes 
of the fore-central pair, the lateral pairs being, on either side, a 
little below the cleft. The palpi of the male are dark reddish- 
brown ; the radial joint is much stronger than the cubital, and 
has a large, obtuse process, in front, towards the outer side ; a 
longer, slenderer, pointed one towards the inner side, is directed 
obliquely over the digital joint, and there is a small obtuse one 
underneath. The palpal organs are complex, and have a fine, cir- 
cularly curved spine, covered with membrane, at their extremity. 
The legs of the female are coloured, like those of the male. 

Found frequently among rough grass, near the roots of trees, 
as well as on iron railings, on the lawn at Bloxworth Rectory, in 
the months of May and June. It has also been met with in 
North Wales and Scotland. 

Wdckenaera antica is one of the most distinct and remarkable 
of our indigenous species ; and the processes in front of the 
anterior segment of the caput, with the bright reddish legs and 
black tibiae of the first and second pairs, render it one of the 
easiest to distinguish. 



WALCKENAEEA FUSCIPES- 



Walokenasba fusctpes, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit and IreL, p. 
295, pi. xx., fig. 209. 

The length of the male is one line, and the female is rather 
larger. 
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The caput is rather, but not greatly, elevated ; it is strongly 
compressed and deeply indented on the sides of the elevation ; 
and its extremity is divided into two segments by a transverse 
indentation. The hinder segment is blunt pointed and has the 
hind-lateral pair of eyes near its summit. The anterior segment 
is large and bluff, in fact representing the ordinary fore part of 
the caput, and bears the fore-central and two lateral pair of eyes 
in a transverse line. Each segment is surmounted with a few 
short fine hairs. The radial joint is produced, at its fore extremity 
in front, into a strong broad and obtuse apophysis. The digital 
joint is small, and the palpal organs are not very complex. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax, legs, and palpi is brown, 
and that of the abdomen brownish-black. 

Found not unfrequently among moss in May and June under 
hedges and in woods at Bloxworth. It has also occurred in 
North Wales and Scotland. 

WALCKENAERA IGNOBILIS. 

Walckenaeba ignobilis, Cambr., Trans. linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 
457, pi. 57, No. 42. 

The adult male of this very minute spider measures no more 
than l-20th of an inch in length. 

The caput is slightly and obtusely elevated, chiefly in 
the occipital region ; on the fore part of this elevation are the 
eyes of the hind-central pair, and lower down in a transverse 
curved line are those of the other three pairs. At the middle of 
the lower margin of the clypeus near the insertion of the f alces 
is a somewhat pointed sub-tubercular prominence, by which this 
species may easily be determined ; in the region of the eyes are 
some short, strong, prominent hairs. Palpi short; the radial 
joint is shorter than the cubital, and has its fore extremity, on the 
upper side, produced into a broad and large apophysis, whose 
outer edge is rather hollow, and its inner extremity narrowed 
into a long spiny point curving sharply round with its point 
directed outwards. 
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The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark rich brown, that of 
the legs red-brown, and the abdomen sooty black and glossy. 

A single example only, found among moss and dead leaves at 
Bloxworth, in May, 1863. I have more recently received examples 
of it from Nurnberg in Bavaria. 

WALCKENAERA SCABRICULA. 

Walckenaeba scabricula, Westr. Aran. Suec, p. 249. 

„ aggeeis, Cambr.f Ann. and Mag. N. H., (3) v., p. 

173., and Black w., Spid. Great Brit, and 
Irel., p. 301, pL xxi., fig. 216. 

The length of the male is l-16th of an inch, and the female is 
uatfaer larger. 

The cephalo-thorax is black and glossy; the caput broad, 
prominent, and obtuse, and the occipital region slightly 
elevated. The legs and palpi are of a bright yellowish, red- 
brown colour, and the abdomen glossy black. The eyes are in 
.four pairs, enclosing a space equal in length and width ; and an 
oblong vertical space, between the fore-central and hind-central 
pairs of eyes, is thickly clothed with hairs ; there is also a longi- 
tudinal indentation directed backwards from each lateral pair of 
eyes. The radial joint of the male palpus is stronger than the 
cubital. The former is produced at its fore extremity on the 
upper side, and has a sharp apophysis on its outer side. The 
digital joint is of moderate size, and the palpal organs are 
prominent and complex. 

Vary rare, among heath and rough grass in sandy places at 
Bloxworth, and at Southport, in Lancashire. I have also received 
it from Scotland. 

WALCKENAERA PARALLEL A, 

Walckenaeea paeallela, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, 
p. 296, pi. xx., fig. 211. 

As nearly as possible of the same size as the last species, 
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the male measuring l-16th of an inch in length, and the female 
l-14th. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a dark brown colour, marked with 
converging rows of small punctures on the sides ; the fore part of 
the caput is obtuse and prominent, and the occiput is distinctly, 
but not greatly, elevated, the elevation forming a roundish 
posterior lobe divided from the anterior lobe by a transverse furrow 
or indentation. The hind-central pair of eyes are placed in front 
of the hinder lobe, and the fore-central pair near 
the upper part of the anterior lobe, the lateral pairs being on 
each side of the fore-central pair. The legs are reddish yellow- 
brown, and the abdomen is of a somewhat flattened-convex form 
above, and of a brown-black colour. The cuticle on the upper 
side has a semi-coriaceous appearance, and is thickly covered 
with small punctures ; four, more conspicuous, impressed spots 
forming a quadrangular figure near the middle. The palpi of 
the male are of a brownish hue, the radial joint is smaller than 
the cubital and has a longish, straight pointed apophysis at its 
fore extremity on the upper side. The digital joint is rather 
small, and the palpal organs are complex, with a slender curved 
spine at their extremity. 

Found rarely amongmoss and dead leaves, &c.,in woods ; but more 
abundantly on iron railings, in the spring of 1878, at Blox worth ; 
also, under pieces of rock at Portland,but rare in the latter locality. 
The punctured cephalo-thorax and abdomen, with the moderate, 
but distinct and roundish occipital elevation, enable 4>ne ; to dis- 
tinguish this little spider without difficulty. 

Except in wanting the elevation of the occiput the femafe 
resembles the male. 

WALCKENAEBA PtJMILA. 

Walckenaera ptjmila, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
312, pi. xxi., fig. 227. 

The male measures l-15th or l-14th of an inch in length, and 
the female rather more, /£he cephalo-thora^ is dark-brown \ 
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the legs and palpi reddish-brown, and the abdomen black. The 
caput is moderately elevated, the lower part of the dypeus is 
prominent, and there is a longitudinal indentation running back- 
wards from each lateral pair of eyes. The hind-central pair of 
eyes are near the fore part of the summit of the elevation, and 
the other three pairs are placed, in a transverse line, less than 
half-way between the central pair and the lower margin of the 
dypeus. The radial joint of the male palpus is produced at 
its inner extremity, and has a short, pointed apophysis at its 
upper one ; the palpal organs are prominent and complex, with 
a very long, convoluted, slender, filiform spine, which springs 
from their fore part ; the digital joint is of unusual form,, being 
broad, but deeply, roundly, and broadly impressed, or hollowed 
out, at its fore extremity, the hinder extremity being quite 
narrow. 

This is a rare spider, but it occurs Occasionally among moss, 
and under stones, as well as on underwood, at Bloxworth, in 
spring and early summer time. It has also been found in North 
Wales and Scotland. 

WALCEENAEBA OBSCUBA. 

Walckenae&a obscttba, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and IreL, p. 
297, pi. xx., fig. 212. 

The length of the male is l-14th of an inch. 

This spider is allied to the last, but is not difficult to be distin- 
guished from it. The cephalo-thorax is of a deep, rich, black- 
brown colour, the legs dull yellowish red-brown, and the abdomen 
black. The elevation of the caput is very distinct, though not 
very high (resembling somewhat that of Walckena'era fusctpes); it 
is placed more on the occiput than that of Walckena 'era pumila, and 
the longitudinal indentations behind the lateral pairs of eyes are 
much exaggerated, forming strong, deep, lateral compressions, and 
thus marking off the elevation more distinctly. The caput is 
glossy, but the thoracic region is of a dull hue, slightly roughened 
on the surface, whence it has been named by M. Westring, an 
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eminent Swedish Araueologist — Erigone impolita. The radial joint 
of the palpus is short, and has only two very small pointed pro- 
jections from its extremity. The digital joint is large, and has 
a strong conical prominence near the middle, giving it only a 
little less unusual form than that of Wdlckenaera pumila. The 
palpal organs are prominent, complex and furnished with several 
spines, of which the most remarkable are a long slender one 
forming a large bold curve from end to end of the organs, but 
quite free from them excepting at the extromities, and another 
shorter, stronger, curved one at their fore extremity. 

A very rare spider, of which I have only found three or four 
examples — among moss in spring time at Bloxworth — during 
upwards of twenty years. It has also been found in Lancashire 
and North Wales. 

WALCKENAERA FLAVIPES. 

Walokenaxra tlayipes, Blaclcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. 
p. 298, pi. xx., fig. 213. 

This spider is about the same size as WalchemHra pumtla, the 
paale measuring 1-1 5th of an inch in length, and the female 
l-14th ; it is also nearly allied to that species, but may be dis- 
tinguished, not only by the greater elevation of the caput, but 
also by the absence of the long filiform spine connected with the 
palpal organs, and the different form of the digital joint. 

The cephalo-thorax is brownish-black, the legs and palpi 
yellow, and the abdomen black. 

The caput is moderately elevated, the elevation not being con- 
fined so much, as in the last species ( Walckenaera ohcuraj to the 
occiput, of which the profile of the hinder part is almost vertical; 
and there is a strong indentation directed backwards from each 
of the lateral pairs of eyes. The hind-central eyes are 
placed at the upper side of the fore part of the elevation, and 
the other three pairs nearly about half-way towards the lower 
margin of the clypeus. The radial joint of the palpus is con- 
siderably produced at its fore extremity, which is directed out- 
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wards, and is somewhat bifid at its termination. The palpal 
tirgans are complex, and have a circularly ooiled spine at their 
extremity. 

I found both sexes of this spider in abundanoe on under- 
wood at Bloxworth, in July, I860, but sinoe that time have never 
met with a single example, although I have frequently searched 
at the same season and in similar situations, in the same, and in 
various other neighbouring localities. A very striking instance 
of that uncertainty of occurrence, with which every entomologist 
is so familiar in respect to many kinds of insects, and for which 
any adequate reason has seldom ever yet been given. Mr. 
Blackwall has met with Walehenaera flavtpes, in Lancashire and 
in North Wales. 

The female resembles the male in oolours, but (like most others 
of the group) omits the oephalio elevation. 

WALCKENAERA HTEMALTS. 

Walokenaera hiemalis, Blaokw. } Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. 
p. 302, pi. xxi., fig. 217. 

The length of the male of this spider is l-16th of ate inoh. 
The caput is obtusely and distinctly but not greatly elevated; {he 
Summit of the elevation being divided longitudinally by a small 
groove ; the fore part, just above the insertion of the faloes, k 
considerably prominent, and there is a strong longitudinal inden- 
tation behind each lateral pair of eyes. The area enclosed by 
the four pairs of eyes has numerous short hairs along ^he middle. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is deep blackish-brown ; the 
legs are red-brown, and tho abdomen black. 

The palpi are similar in colour to the legs, the radial joint, 
however, being dark-brown, and stronger than the cubital ; the 
former joint is greatly and broadly produced at its fore extremity 
on the upper side, extending considerably over the base of the 
digital joint ; the end of the produced part is curved and directed 
outwards, and near it is a curved, sharp-pointed spine, which 
has also an outward direction, The palpal organs wel 
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developed and complex, but its spiny processes present no 
especially remarkable feature. 

Found on iron railings, running in sunshine, and also among 
moss in woods in spring time, at Bloxworth. It has also occurred 
in some abundance in North Wales, in the month of December. 

WALCKENAEBA LATIFRONS. 

Walokbnabka I/ATEfbons, Cambr.f Zoologist 1860, p. 8694, 
Adult male length l-14th of an inch. 

The caput is distinctly and roundly elevated ; the elevation, 
however, is not excessive, its perpendicular height not exceeding 
l-3rd of the whole height of the caput at that part. The upper 
fore extremity of the caput is considerably prominent, a*d forms 
an anterior lobe or segment, divided from the posterior by a 
strong transverse cleft or indentation. The eyes of the hind- 
central pair are wide apart, in a transverse line, near the fore 
part of the summit of the posterior segment ; the other three 
pairs are placed in a transverse line near the extremity of the 
anterior segment, and behind each lateral pair of eyes is a deep 
longitudinal indentation. Each segment has some hairs upon it ; 
those on the hinder one are short, bristly, and erect, those on the 
fore one form a sort of tuft directed backwards over the dividing 
cleft. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is deep blackish-brown, that 
of the legs is a paler and brighter brown, and the abdomen 
deep sooty black. The cubital joint of the male palpus is larger 
than the radial, and enlarges gradually to its extremity. The 
radial joint is strong, and has its fore extremity on the upper 
side largely and broadly produced over the digital joint. The 
produced part has an outward direction, and at its extreme out. 
ward part is a long, slightly curved, pointed process directed 
across to the inner side. The palpal organs are prominent and 
complex, with several curved, corneous, and spiny processes at 
their extremity. 

The female resembles the male in colours ani general charac- 
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*aJrds, and is somewhat bifid at its termination. The palpal 
tirgans are complex, and have a circularly ooiled spine at their 
extremity. 

I found both sexes of this spider in abundanoe on under- 
wood at Bloxworth, in July, I860, but sinoe that time have never 
met with a single example, although I have frequently searched 
at the same season and in similar situations, in the same, and in 
various other neighbouring localities. A very striking instance 
of that uncertainty of occurrence, with which every entomologist 
is so familiar in respect to many kinds of insects, and for which 
any adequate reason has seldom ever yet been given. Mr. 
Blackwall has met with Walekenasra flavipea, in Lancashire and 
in North Wales. 

The female resembles the male in colours, but (like most others 
of the group) omits the oephalio elevation. 

WALCKENAERA HD5MALIS. 

Walokenaeba htemalis, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. 
p. 302, pi. xxi., fig. 217. 

The length of the male of this spider is l-16th of 4n inch. 
The caput is obtusely and distinctly but not greatly elevated ; {he 
Summit of the elevation being divided longitudinally by a small 
groove ; the fore part, just above the insertion of the f aloes, is 
considerably prominent, and there is a strong longitudinal inden- 
tation behind each lateral pair of eyes. The area enclosed by 
the four pairs of eyes has numerous short hairs along ^he middle. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is deep blackish-brown ; the 
legs are red-brown, and tho abdomen black. 

The palpi are similar in colour to the legs, the radial joint, 
however, being dark-brown, and stronger than the cubital ; the 
former joint is greatly and broadly produced at its fore extremity 
on the upper side, extending considerably over the base of the 
digital joint ; the end of the produced part is curved and directed 
outwards, and near it is a curved, sharp-pointed spine, which 
Has also an outward direction, The palpal organs *re wel 
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developed and complex, but its spiny processes present no 
eepecially remarkable feature. 

Found on irou railings, running in sunshine, and also among 
moss in woods in spring time, at Bloxworth. It has also occurred 
in some abundance in North Wales, in the month of December. 

WALCKENAEBA LATIFRONS. 

Walckenabea I/Atefbons, Cambr., Zoologist 1860, p. 8694, 
Adult male length l-14th of an inch. 

The caput is distinctly and roundly elevated ; the elevation, 
however, is not excessive, its perpendicular height not exceeding 
l-3rd of the whole height of the caput at that part. The upper 
fore extremity of the caput is considerably prominent, and forms 
an anterior lobe or segment, divided from the posterior by a 
strong transverse cleft or indentation. The eyes of the hind- 
central pair are wide apart, in a transverse line, near the fore 
part of the summit of the posterior segment ; the other three 
pairs are placed in a transverse line near the extremity of the 
anterior segment, and behind each lateral pair of eyes is a deep 
longitudinal indentation. Each segment has some hairs upon it ; 
those on the hinder one are short, bristly, and erect, those on the 
fore one form a sort of tuft directed backwards over the dividing 
cleft. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is deep blackish-brown, that 
of the legs is a paler and brighter brown, and the abdomen 
deep sooty black. The cubital joint of the male palpus is larger 
than the radial, and enlarges gradually to its extremity. The 
radial joint is strong, and has its fore extremity on the upper 
side largely and broadly produced over the digital joint. The 
produced part has an outward direction, and at its extreme out. 
ward part is a long, slightly curved, pointed process directed 
across to the inner side. The palpal organs are prominent and 
complex, with several curved, corneous, and spiny processes at 
their extremity. 

The female resembles the male in colours and general charac- 
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ters, but Is rather larger and wants the elevation of the caput. 

Found once on a wall, as well as more frequently, several years 
afterwards, during the spring months, among moss and dead 
leaves in woods, at Bloxworth. 

WALCKENABRA IMPLANA. 

Walckbnabba implana, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 
456, pi. 57, No. 41. 

The adult male of this small species measures 1-1 7th of an 
inch in length. The caput is considerably elevated, but not so 
roundly and obtusely as that of Walckenaerahtifrons, Cambr., and 
the anterior slope of the elevation is more nearly vertical ; the 
lower part of the clypeus is considerably and roundly prominent. 
The eyes are in the ordinary position, but, when looked at from 
in front, that of the fore-central pair is above the straight line 
of the two lateral pairs ; behind each of these last is a longi- 
tudinal indentation. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark black-brown, that of 
the legs and palpi pale yellow, and of the abdomen glossy black. 

The radial joint of the palpus is shorter than the cubital, and 
has its fore extremity, on the upper side, produced into a long 
narrowish apophysis directed obliquely outwards, imperfectly 
bifid at its extremity, and with a sharp-pointed, black, spine- 
like projection issuing outwards, from beneath, near the bifid 
part. The palpal organs are prominent and complex, with a 
conspicuous, duplex, black, coiled spine at their extremity. 

A single example found among low plants in underwood at 
Bloxworth, in July, 1863. 

WALCKENAERA BECK1I. 

Walckenaera beckh, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 460, 
pi. 57, No. 44, and xxviii., p. 548. 

Length of the adult male 1-1 6th of an inch. 
The caput is but very slightly elevated ; the elevation is, how- 
ever, distinct; and its upper surface is broad and flattiah, being 
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also longitudinally and equally divided by a narrow but distinct 
groove. A long, strong, longitudinal indentation runs back- 
ward* from immediately above and behind eaoh lateral pair of 
eyes. 

The colour of the oephalo-thorax is dark yellowish-brown; 
that of the legs and palpi yellow ; and the abdomen is of a 
sooty brownish-blaok hue. 

The palpi are slender ; the radial joint is shorter, but stronger 
than the cubital, and its fore extremity is strongly emarginate, 
forming three short, pointed prominences, two above and one 
underneath. The palpal organs are prominent, but not very 
complex ; at their extremity is a small, slender, curved, black 
spine, near which is a prominent semi-transparent mass of 
membranous substance. 

The eyes are very small ; those of the hind-central pair are 
seated, not very far apart, in a transverse line on the upper sur- 
face of the elevation of the caput, and are not easy to be seen, 
except from above. 

Several examples were found in an old sewer, which had been 
closed for thirty years and upwards, at Bloxworth Eeotory, in 
October, 1872. I have also received it from the neighbourhood 
of London, and from near Dunkeld in Scotland. 

WALCKENAEBA PICINA. 

Walckenaeea pioina, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p, 
313, pi. xxi., fig. 228. 

The adult male is 1-1 4th of an inch in length. 

The caput is moderately and distinctly elevated, being some- 
what similar in form though higher than that of WalcJcemera 
pumila, Blackw., and Walchenaera htemalis, "Wid. The fore slope 
of the elevation follows that of the clypeus, which is consider- 
ably prominent at its lower part. The eyes of the hind-central 
pair are seated at the fore-part of the summit of the elevation, 
and from behind and above each lateral pair a strong longitu- 
dinal indentation runs backwards. 
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The colour of the cephalo-thorax is brownish-black, that of the 
legs red-brown, and the abdomen black. 

The radial joint of the male palpus is stronger than the oubital, 
and has its fore extremity, on the upper side, greatly produced 
into a long, curved, tapering apophysis, whose point is directed 
outwards in front of the digital joint ; this joint is not very 
large. The palpal organs are prominent and complex; they 
do not contain any very remarkable processes, but have a short, 
pointed, black, curved, prominent spine at their extremity. 

Thisis not a rare spider. I have found it, frequently, running 
in sunshine on bright spring and early summer mornings, on 
iron railings at Bloxworth, and it has also been found in Lan~ 
oashire, North Wales, and Scotland. The female resembles the 
male, but wants the elevation of the caput and is slightly larger, 

WALCKENAERA PUSILLA, 

Thkbidion pusillum, JPid., Zoo!. Misc. Arach. (Mus. Senck.), 
p. 237, pi. xvi., fig. 9. 

Walckbnaeba. minima, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8595. 

The male of this minute spider measures no more than l-22nd 
of an inch in length. 

The caput is moderately elevated, bearing considerable resem- 
blance to that of WdlckenaSra picina, Blackw., though rather less 
in height, and the front slope is less ste*»p, forming in profile a 
very obtuse angle with the slope of the clypeus, which is neatly 
vertical ; each side of the elevation, above and behind the lateral 
pairs of eyes, is broadly and deeply indented, and the eyes of 
the hind-central pair are seated widely apart at the fore part of 
its summit. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is yellowish-brown, that of 
the legs and palpi yellow-brown tinged with red, and the abdomen 
is dark sooty brown. 

The palpi are short; the radial joint is stronger than the 
cubital, and is produced at its fore extremity, above and rather 
on the inner side, into a strong apophysis which curves outwards 
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over the base of the digital joint, and has a spine-like process 
beneath its extremity, thus appearing bifid at that part. The 
radial joint is produced also, but less strongly, on the outer side, 
its curve being opposed to that of the other apophysis; the 
extremity of the radial joint appears thus to have had a large, 
somewhat circular piece taken out of it. 

The palpal organs are moderately complex and very pro- 
minent. A strong, filiform, red-brown, prominent spine is con- 
nected with them, and is very conspicuous near their extremity 
on the outer side. 

I have frequently found this little spider on furze bushes and 
underwood, as weH as among low plants and herbage in woods at 
Bloxworth and in the neighbourhood. 

WALCKENAEBA ERYTHROPUS. 

Bsigone ebythbopus, Westr., Aran. Suee* p. 237. 
Walokenaeea BOBEALI8, Cambr., Zoologist, 1862, p. 7967. 

The adult male measures l-12th of an inch in length. 

The elevation on the caput is moderate, about the same as that 
of Wakkena8r4ptt8illa,Wi&., but more massive; and the spider itself 
is much Larger and differs considerably in colours. The indenta- 
tions on the sides of the elevation, behind the lateral eyes, are 
also larger, but do not compress the sides so much. The slope 
of the ocular area, looked at in profile, together with the profile of 
the dypeus, is nearly the same as that of Walcfonaera pmilfa. 
The eyes of the fore central pair, looked at from in front, are 
above the straight line of the lateral pairs. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a glossy, brownish-black colour ; the 
legs and palpi yellowish-red, the latter of rather a paler tinge ; 
and the abdomen glossy, deep brownish-black. 

The radial joint of the palpus is stronger than the cubital, and 
has its upper fore extremity, rather on the outer side, produced 
into a strong apophysis which curves over the base of the digital 
joint, its bluntish point directed outwards ; from within the cur- 
vature there issues a rather conspicuous prominent process, also 
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with an outward direction. The palpal organs are prominent, 
moderately complex, and have a circularly curved, filiform, 
black spine at their extremity. These organs, with the digital 
joint, form a roundish mass, larger than those of Walckenaera 
picina, BL, and Walckenaera Beckit, Cambr. 

Found among moss in woods, and occasionally on the walls of 
the Rectory at Bloxworth, but it is a rare spider. 

The types of Walckenaera borealis were found on the Pentland 
Hills, in Scotland, and their identity with Westring's Swedish 
spider (Erigone erythropusj is undoubted. 

WALCKENAERA TRIFKONS. 

Walckenaera tbifbons, Cambr. , Zoologist 1863, p. 8589. 
Adult male length 1-1 1th of an inch. 

Thisspecies may be recognised, at a glance, by the comparatively 
small size but great distinctness of the elevation on the caput. 
The fore part of the caput is large, rounded and promin- 
ent, and the eminence standing up with a somewhat forward 
direction and placed towards the occiput, has a rather tuberculi- 
f orm appearance ; the height of the elevation is moderate ; on 
its sides, behind each lateral pair of eyes, is a deep longitudinal 
somewhat oval-shaped indentation. In its general form and 
character the elevation is not much unlike that of most of the 
foregoing species. When looked at in profile there is a deep 
cleft or indentation between the summit of the elevation and the 
beginning of the clypeus. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is a shining dark black-brown, 
that of the legs and palpi bright orange-yellow, and the abdomen 
jet black. 

The radial joint of the palpus is much shorter than the cubital, 
and has two apophyses at its fore extremity ; one on the outer 
side broad, obtuse, and concave, with a red-brown corneous pro- 
cess issuing from its concavity ; the other, towards the inner side, 
longer, but much slenderer, slightly curved, apparently bifid at 
jts extremity, and directed obliquely outwards over the base of 



167 



the digital joint. The palpal organs are moderately complex, 
and connected with them is a very long, slender, prominent, 
filiform black spine curved in a ciruclar form, and with its long 
fine point projecting freely outwards; within the coil of this 
spine is another short stout curved one. 

A single example of this very distinct spider was found running 
in sunshine on iron railings at Bloxworth Eectory, in May, 1862. 
Since then I have received it from Lord Walsingham, from 
Merton Hall, Norfolk, and also from the Cheviot Hills where it 
has been found by Mr. James Hardy, of Old Cambus. 

WALCKENAERA NEMORALIS. 

Walokenaera nemobalis, Bhchw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 315, pi. xxii., fig. 230, 

Length of the male 1-1 6th of an inch. 

The elevation of the caput is considerable in height, large and 
round at its summit, which is broader than the base ; its direction 
id very slightly forwards, and its height is equal to half the 
whole height of the cephalo-thorax at that point. The fore part of 
the cephalo-thorax, below the elevation, is prominent, and there 
is thus a considerable cleft between that and the upper part of 
the elevation ; this is very visible in profile, and, in fact, divides 
the fore part of the cephalo-thorax into two large segments. 
A strong longitudinal indentation runs backwards from just 
above, and behind, each lateral pair eyes. 
. The radial joint of the male palpus is much shorter than the 
cubital, and has its fore extremity, above, produced into a rather 
prominent, blunt-pointed and curved, but not very large, 
apophysis. Another smaller, pointed, prominent apophysis is on 
outer side, and a third, still smaller, underneath. The digital 
joint is small, and the palpal organs are prominent and complex, 
with a small, fine, ourved spine at their extremity. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is deep brown, that of the* 
legs and palpi brownish yellow, and the abdomen, which has its 
upper side oovered with a coriaceous, thickly punctured shield, is 
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tf a dark blackish yellow-brown hue. The female is rathe* 
larger than. th*male and resembles it in odours, but is wanting 
both in the elevation of the caput, and the coriaceous covering of 
the abdomen. 

Found occasionally in autumn, and spring, among moss and 
lichens on apple trees at Bloxwortb, as well as in Scotland and 
North Wales. 

In its general form it bears considerable resemblance at first 
sight to WiedckenaSra bifrone, BL, but the present species is smaller 
and differs in colours. The hind-central pair of eyes also are 
placed on the fore part of the summit of the elevation of the 
caput, a long way from the rest, while in Walckmaera bifrom 
they are seated on the front of it, close above the other eyes. 

WALCKENAEBA LUDICRA. 

WiJOTWAijauL &TOICBA, Camir., Ann. and Mag. N. H. 1861, 3rd 
series, VoL vii., p. 438. 

„ „ Blaclcw., Spid. Great Brit, and p. 

316, pL xxii., fig. 931. 

Length of the male 1-1 8th of an inch. 

This very distinct species cannot be mistaken for any other as 
yet known in Great Britain, being of an almost uniform pale 
dull brownish yellow hue. 

The elevation on the caput is strong and high, slightly exeeedh 
ing half the total height of the caput ; it is also strongly inclined; 
backwards; the hinder part is well rounded, the summit also 
rounded and broader than the base, and the front flatfish; the latter 
slopes in the same line as the clypeus, which is considerably 
prominent a little way above the lower margin. The oolour of 
the elevation is clouded with brown. The palpus of the male 
is rather short and slender ; the radial joint is much shorter, 
than the cubital, but broader; it has a short, pointed apophysis 
at the fore extremity on the upper side, and both the outer and 
under side are rather prominent. The digital joint is net large, 
and the palpal organs are prominent and complex, with a curved 
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black spine at their extremity. The eyes are in the usual 
position, and behind each lateral pair is a small longitudinal 
indentation. 

The female is slightly larger than the male, which it resembles 
in colour, but wants the elevation on the caput, this part being 
merely a little more convex than usual. 

Found, in some seasons, abundantly, during May and June, on 
furze bushes when in bloom, in sheltered places on heaths border- 
ing on the woodlands at Bloxworth, and in other similar localities 
in Dorsetshire as well as in Hampshire. 

WALCKENAERA ALUFRONS. 

Walokbnabba alttprons, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8593, and 
Trans. Linn. Soc, pi. xxviii., p. 453, pi, 
xxxv., No. 33. 

The male measures 1-1 5th of an inch in length. 

The elevation on the caput is high, but (owing to the greater 
height of the normal portion) not quite equal to half the whole 
height of the facial space ; it has, when looked at in profile, a some- 
what sub-conical form, rising from the whole area of the caput ; 
but, looked at from in front, the summit (on the highest part of 
which the hind-lateral pair of eyes are seated) is broader than 
the base ; behind each lateral pair of eyes is a strong, horizontal 
indentation, and the frontal slope of both the elevated part and 
the clypeus forms one pretty even line, broken by a slight 
prominence at the fore-central eyes. 

The palpus of the male is moderately long; the radial is 
about half the length of the cubital joint, and has its fore 
extremity on the upper side produced into two apophyses, the 
inner one of which is much the largest and strongest, and ends 
in a fine point ; both are directed obliquely outwards. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is blackish-brown ; that of 
the legs and palpi are orange-yellow, the latter rather the palest; 
and the abdomen is black. 
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Found very rarely on underwood at Bloxworth, in June ; and 
also near Lyndhurst, Hampshire. 

The female is rather larger, but resembles the male! excepting 
in the absence of the elevation of the caput. 

WALCKENAERA FBONTATA. 

Sayigkia feontata, Blaehw., Lond. and Edin. Phil. Mag., 3rd 
series, Vol. iii., p. 105. 

Waloxenaeba fbontata, Blackw., Spid. Qreat Brit, and Irel., 
p. 317, pi. xxii., fig. 232. 

The length of the male is l-12th of an inch. 

This remarkable species maybe easily recognized by the eleva- 
tion on the caput being placed quite at the extremity of the fore 
part, and forming, in fact, a kind of sub-conical continuation of 
it, directed rather forwards, and surmounted by a tuft of hairs. 
The cephalo-thorax is of unusual length. The eyes of the hind 
central pair are close together behind the base of the elevation; 
the lateral pairs are placed on each side of the fore part of 
the normal portion of the caput, and the fore centrals are on the 
front of the summit of the elevation ; these last are exceedingly 
difficult to be seen, so much so that for many years it was sup- 
posed by Mr. Blackwall to be a six-eyed spider. 

The palpus of the male has its radial stronger than the cubital 
joint, and the fore extremity of the upper side of the former is 
produced into a curved, tapering apophysis, which ends in a sharp 
point directed outwards over the base of the digital joint. The 
palpal organs are prominent and complex, but do not present any 
very conspicuous processes. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is brownish-black, that of 
the legs and palpi reddish-brown, and the abdomen is glossy 
and black. 

The female resembles the male in colours, but is a little larger, 
and shows no trace of the peculiar formation of the caput 
observed in the other sex ; the fore-central eyes are also easily 
seen, though smaller and darker than the rest. 
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Not rare, running on iron railings in sunshine, in May and 
June, at Bloxworth Bectory. I have also received it from 
various parts of England, Scotland, and North Wales. 

WALCKENAEBA ACUMINATA. 

Walokenaeba acuminata, Bhchw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 289, pi. xx., fig. 203, 

This fine species is one of the most singular of all yet 
described, in the form of the fore part of the caput. The fore 
extremity of this part is elevated into a vertical, slender, stalk- 
like process, whose height is equal to about two-thirds of the 
total length of the cephalo-thorax. This curious eminenoe is a 
little bent forwards towards the extremity. Two pairs of largish 
eyes are placed, one pair on each side of a slight enlargement near 
the middle ; the rest of the eyes are on and near the summit, which 
is enlarged, of a somewhat rounded form, and furnished with a 
few short strong hairs ; the summit is divided by a transverse 
furrow, into two segments, an upper and a lower one, the latter 
being the smaller of the two. 

The radial joint of the male palpus is much shorter and 
stronger than the cubital (which is rather long and slightly 
clavate), and has its fore extremity produced into three 
apophyses ; one on the inner side (the longest of the three) is 
curved, with its point directed outwards, and a process near its 
base on the outer side ; while the outer one is shorter, stronger, 
and obtuse. The digital joint is large, and the palpal organs 
are prominent and complex, with a strong, circularly curved 
spine, towards their extremity on the outer side. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark, reddish-brown, that 
of the legs and palpi reddish-yellow, and the abdomen black. 

The female is larger than the male, but resembles it in colours. 
The fore part of the caput is elevated moderately, in a simple 
acute-conical form, with the eyes closely grouped together on 
and about its summit. 

This remarkable spider is of rare occurrence, among detf 
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leaves in woods, and among moss and heather at Bloxworth, 
and Warmwell. I have also received it from Mr. 0. W. Dale, 
of Glanvilles Wootton ; and it occurs more abundantly under 
stones, among moss and short herbage in woods and on wastes 
in the North, and other parts, of England, as well as in Scotland, 
and Wales. 

GENUS PACHYGNATHA, Sund. 

Cephalo-thorax large and of almost equal oonvexity throughout. 

Eye* in two nearly straight transverse rows, forming a central 
group of four in a small square, with a lateral pair placed 
(slightly obliquely at some distance on each side. 

Falees long, very powerful, and divergent. 

Maxilla long, rather broadest, and obliquely truncated on the 
outer side, at their extremities, and inclined towards the labium. 

Labium large, of a sub-triangular form, with the apex some- 
times rounded. 

Legs rather long, slender, and entirely devoid of spines. Their 
relative length is 1.2.4.3. 

Palpi of the males have the palpal organs of a peculiar and 
very uniformly similar structure, consisting of a large, more or 
less globular, corneous lobe with a diversely formed process 
issuing from its fore part. In this, as well as in the narrow, 
irregular form of the digital joint, there is a marked similarity 
to spiders of the Epeirid genus Tetragnatha, Linn. 

This is a small group of brightly-coloured, and prettily marked 
spiders, some of them ornamented with silvery hues. 

Their snare and mode of life are like those of Theridion. 
They may be easily distinguished from Nerime and Walchenaera 
by their gayer colouring ; from Theridion by the second pair of 
legs being longer than the fourth ; and from the numerous species 
of Linyphia by the absence of spines on the legs ; while their 
form of snare separates them at once from the Family Epeirides, 
to which last, however, they bear several strong structural 
marks of affinity. 
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Three species only are as yet known to Britain, and all three 
are found in Dorsetshire. 

PACHYGNATHA CLERCKII. 

Pachygnatha Clebokh, Sund., Yet. Akad. Handl. 1829, p. 208, 
and 1832, p. 258. 

„ „ Blaclcw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 

818, pi. xxii., fig. 233. 

The length of the male is 2J lines. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a pale yellowish, red-brown colour, 
divided longitudinally by a central, and two lateral black stripes ; 
and the oblique indentations between the caput and thorax are 
also marked by a black line. The falces are of great strength, 
long, widely divergent, and armed with strong teeth on their 
inner sides ; the fang is long, and has a kind of tooth at the 
middle of its inner side, the outer side at that part being 
indented. The legs and palpi are of a pale yellowish hue 
slightly tinged with brown. The abdomen is brownish-black on 
the upper side, with a broad, pale, yellowish band down the 
centre, tapering to a point above the spinners, this band has a 
longitudinal, central, black line, broken into by several, somewhat 
angular, small spots or markings ; there is also a lateral band, of 
the same colour as the central one, on each side. The under 
side is yellowish-brown, with a broad, central, longitudinal, 
brownish band. 

The palpi of the male are long, and the radial is larger than 
the cubital joint ; the digital joint is of a somewhat bifid form, 
one branch being much larger and stronger than the other* 
The palpal organs consist of a large globular bulb, with a pointed 
and somewhat twisted process in front. 

The female is larger than the male and less vividly and dis- 
tinctly marked, but in other respects very nearly resembles it, 
except in the less development of the falces. 

Found, but not abundantly, under stones and among moss and 
rubbish in woods and damp places at Bloxworth and other 
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localities in Dorsetshire. It seems to be also generally distri- 
buted in England^ North Wales, and Scotland. 

PACHYGNATHA LISTERI. 

Pachygnatha listbri, Sund., Yet. Akad, Handl., 1829, p. 210. 

„ „ jBlackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 

320, pi. xxii., fig. 234. 

This spider bears a strong general resemblance to Pachygnatha 
Clerchii in its form and structure, but is much more brightly 
coloured, and also smaller. The adult male measures about 
l-7th of an inch in length. The cephalo-thorax is bright red 
brown with a longitudinal, central black band, and a very broken, 
black, submarginal bar on each side. The legs and palpi are 
yellowish ; and the abdomen has, on the upper side, a very broad, 
dark red-brown, central, longitudinal band, marked with some 
black markings, as well as some ill-defined white angular mark- 
ings, along the middle ; and on each side of the abdomen is a 
broad, irregular, yellowish band whose inner margin is nearly 
white. The palpi of the male are very like those Pachygnatha 
Clerckii. 

The female is larger than the male, of a lighter hue, but is, 
if anything, more distinct 111 the markings on the upper side of 
{he abdomen, 

Occasionally abundant, towards the end of the summer, among 
underwood at Bloxworth and in the neighbourhood. Mr. 0. W. 
Dale has met with it at Glanville's Wootton ; it occurs also in 
other parts of England, and in North Wales. 

PACHYGNATHA DEGEERH. 

Pachynatha Degeebu, Sund., Vet. Akad. Handl., 1829, p. 211, 
and 1832 p. 259. 

„ „ JBlackw, Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 321, 

pi. xxii., fig. 235. 

This pretty species may be at once distinguished from the two 
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foregoing by its much smaller size, and generally darker hue. 
The length of male is about l-8th of an inch, or rather less. 
The cephalo-thorax is deep black-brown, and the legs are pale 
yellowish brown. The abdomen has its upper side almost 
entirely occupied by a very broad, deep blackish, longitudinal 
band dentated or sinuous on its outer margins, and with a series 
of silvery-white, somewhat angular bars along the middle, form- 
ing at times a somewhat broken stripe ; the sides are also occupied 
by a white band of silvery lustre. These white parts are, in 
some examples, of a golden hue ; and in others the sides are tinged 
with red. 

The palpi, as well as the falces, are exceedingly similar in 
form and structure to those of the two preceding species. 

The female is larger than the male, and, in general, rather less 
dark coloured and not so distinctly marked. 

An abundant spider, during the greater part of the year, among 
grass in fields, and in many other situations, as well as on plants 
and bushes, particularly furze bushes when in bloom. 

GENUS TAPINOPA, Westr. UNYPTTTA, £1, in part* 

This genus has been formed by "Westring for a single remark* 
able spider, included by Wider and Blackwall in the genus 
Jjinyphia* The cephalo-thorax rises considerably before, but this 
is caused by a sort of thrusting up by the large and powerful 
falces, not by the really greater height of the caput. The 
occiput however is a little gibbous. 

The eyes form a broadish tran*verse-oval figure close to the 
insertion of the falces. Those of the foie-central pair being the 
largest, and not nearly contiguous to each other. 

The legs are rather long, not very strong, and are furnished 
with hairs and a few erect bristles only. Their relative length 
is 1.4.2.3. Those of the first pair being distinctly the longest. 

The Maxilla are long, strong, straight, of a somewhat broad- 
oblong form, rather rounded at their extremities ; and the Labium 
is semicircular. 
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The fakes are long, powerful, perpendicular, and divergent at 
their extremities, with some long strong teeth in two rows on their 
inner surface. The fang is long and a little bent at its point. 

Three species are described as British, one only having as 
yet been found in Dorsetshire. 

TAPINOPA LONGED ENS. 

Luttphia longidens, Wider., Zool. Misc. Mus. Senck, Bd. i. p. 
270. Taf. 18. fig. 5. 

Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 227, 
pi. xvi. fig 150. 

The length of the male is l-7th of inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a reddish yellow-brown colour, with 
a brownish-black band along each side, and the upper 
part of the caput is ornamented with numerous long black 
bristles, directed forwards. The legs are of a paler, clearer 
yellowish hue, hairy, and with a few erect bristles, but no spines. 
The abdomen is of short-oval form, and considerably convex above; 
it is of a dull brownish-yellow colour, more or less thickly mottled 
with small white cretaceous looking spots, and marked on the 
upper side with two longitudinal rows of large blackish spots 
or blotches, the rows converging towards the spinners ; and on 
each side is a longitudinal, bent, blackish-brown bar, which joins 
in, at the hinder extremity, with one of the posterior blotches. 

The palpi of the male have the radial and cubital joints both 
short, and the latter has a long prominent bristle at its fore 
extremity. The digital joint is large and is considerably produced 
at its base, the production being curved, with its extremity 
directed outwards, and notched or bifid. 

The palpal organs are prominent and complex. 

The female is larger than the male, but resembles it in colours 
and markings ; and connected with the genital aperture there is 
a prominent, conspicuous, curved process of very large size, with 
its extremity somewhat coiled or re-curved. 
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tfound, tut rarely, among heather and under old turves, on 
Bloxworth Heath in spring and early autumn. It is also 
found in other parts of England, as well as in Scotland and 
Wales. 

GENUS UNYPHTA, Latr. LENYPHIA, Blackw., in part., 
+ NEEIENE, Blaclcw., in part., + 
THEEIDION, Blaelw., in part, + 
BATHYPHANTES, Menge, in part, and 
BOLTPHANTES, Menge. 

The genus Linyphia comprises a large assemblage of small, 
and moderate sized spiders, most of which have the abdomen 
very convex above (except in some males) and generally orna* 
mented with a distinctive pattern ; but the colours are usually of 
a sober kind, confined commonly to white, black, and brown of 
various shades, with different tints of a yellowish hue ; a few 
species have some richer colouring as Linyphia peltata, Wid., 
L. hortensis, Sund., Z. marginata, 0. L. Koch, Z. triangularis 
Olerck., and Z. clathrata, Sund. In general the caput is not 
Specially raised above the thoracic level, though in the males 
of some species it rises gradually from it, and projects consider* 
ably forwards ; and in one, Linyphia alticeps, Sund., it is drawn 
out into a conical point between the eyes. 

The maxilla are usually straight ; tolerably long and strong ; 
and either parallel to each other, or a little inclined to the labium 9 
which is semicircular or subtriangular. 

The eyes are of moderate size, placed in two transverse rows, or 
three groups, generally well removed from the base of the 
f aloes, A central group of four, forms neatly a square with a pair, 
the eyes of which are placed obliquely, and close to each other; 
on either side. 

The legs are long, slender, armed with distinct spines of 
Varied length and strength in different species ; their relative 
length is 1.2.4.3* or 1.4.2.3. 
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The snares of Linyphia consist of a horizontal sheet of web 
suspended from various points on the upper side, by vertical lines 
to the different surrounding objects, as the leaves of trees and 
shrubs or stems of plants, and similarly braced down to other 
objects underneath. The spider usually lies in wait in an 
inverted position beneath the horizontal sheet. Numerous lines 
are spun in all directions above, which serve to entangle flies 
and other insects, and these, falling down in their efforts to get 
free, are caught by the horizontal sheet and quickly captured. 

The various species of Linyphia are found on trees, bushes, 
shrubs, and herbage, as well as in caverns, crevices, and holes 
of rocks and walls ; also in unused rooms and old buildings, and 
under stones. Among them are some of our commonest spiders. 
The beautiful objects so conspicuous on heather, and furze bushes, 
when covered with dewdrops, on a bright, fresh, early autumnal 
morning, are mainly the webs of Linyphia montana, Clerck. 
at times the bushes appear to be covered with them as 
if by magic, scarcely one perhaps having been visible on the 
previous afternoon ; and without doubt almost all have been the 
product of the previous night's labours. 

In distinguishing spiders of this genus from those of other 
genera of the same family fTheridiidesJ there will be little 
difficulty (excepting in one or two groups closely allied to 
NeriSne) if the spines on the legs be looked for. Wherever dis- 
tinct spines are found, there, as a rule (more especially if the 
legs of the second pair are longer than those of the fourth), we 
may conclude that we have a Linyphia, and not a Theridion, or 
one of any of its allied genera, nor yet a Neri'in$, Wakltenaera, 
Tapincpa, or Pachygnatha. 

Sixty-eight species of Linyphia have been found in Britain ; 
and of these forty-three have occurred in Dorsetshire. 

It is probable that on a revision of this genus (which is much 
needed) several good genera will be established, including per- 
Jmps those, of Herr Menge, mentioned in the synonyms above 
given. 
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LINYPHIA FBENATA. 

Linyfhia fbenata. Wider., lllackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. 
p. 228, pi. xvi., fig. 151. 

The male measures l-8th of an inch in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a pale, dull, yellowish hue, with a 
longitudinal black band on each side, near the lateral margin. 
The caput is rather elevated and prominent, the summit being 
rounded and clothed with numerous curved, bristly, black hairs, 
directed forwards. The legs are long, slender, hairy, armed 
with erect spines, and of a yellowish-brown colour, with several 
dull, dark-coloured annuli. The abdomen is exceedingly convex 
above and projects greatly over the cephalo-thorax ; its colour is 
a pale, reddish-brown, pretty thickly mottled above with white 
cretaceous looking spots, and along the middle of the hinder 
half is a series of several angular black lines, the first two or 
three broken and widely divided at the vertices, being in fact 
only elongated spots. The sides are marked with some irregular 
black streaks* 

The palpi of the male are like the legs in colour * the radial 
joint is stronger than the cubital, but both are short, and have 
some prominent bristles in front ; the digital joint is of a some* 
what irregular form, and the palpal organs are prominent, com* 
plex, and turned outwards. The falces are long, and divergent 
at their extremity. 

The female is larger than the male, resembling it in colours 
and markings, but wanting the prominent development of the 
fore part of the caput, and her legs are shorter. 

A rare spider among herbage and heather on the sides of 
earthy ridges and banks in autumn at Bloxworth. Mr. Dale has 
met with it at Glanvilles Wootton; and it has also been found in 
Yorkshire. 
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LINYPHIA THORACICA. 

Ldtxthia thoracioa, Wid., Zool. Misc. Arachn., p. 254 (261), 
pi. xvii., fig. 10. 

„ OAUTA, JBlackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 220, 
pi. xv., fig. 145. 

Length of the male about 2 to 2 J lines. 

The caput (of the male) is rather elevated and prominent, the 
clypeus projects forwards below, and the ocular area has a few 
prominent bristly hairs. The cephalo-thorax is of a brownish 
yellow colour strongly suffused with reddish-brown on the fore 
part ; the hinder extremity of the caput is blackish and sends 
backwards a longitudinal medial black bar, and the lateral margins 
of the thorax are broadly black. The legs are long and slender ; the 
spines tolerably numerous, and some of them rather long,but easily 
broken off. The colour of the legs is yellowish, annulated more 
or less distinctly with blackish-brown ; relative length 1.2.4.3. 

The palpi of the male are short and slender, except the digital 
joint which is large and of irregular form. The cubital joint 
has a long strong bristle projecting from the fore part of its 
anterior extremity, and the radial (which is greatly produced at 
its fore extremity) has one on its outer side. The palpal organs 
are complex, and enormously developed; and the spider maybe dis- 
tinguished at a glance from all its allies by a double-coiled, 
slender, filiform, black spine, which surrounds the palpal organs 
with its large and conspicuous orbit. 

The abdomen is of a dull brownish-yellow hue, thinly mottled 
with white spots, and with a very distinctive pattern on the 
upper side formed by black spots and lines ; the latter, on the 
hinder half, form a longitudinal series of obtuse-angled, 
diminishing triangles with the apices (which are sometimes 
defective) directed forwards, and looking like greatly dilated 
arrow-heads ; the sides are also marked with two or three short, 
oblique, connected black lines or stripes. On the under side are 
several rather conspicuous white spots, in a small group, just in 
front of the spinners. 
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The female is larger than the male, but resembles it in mark- 
ings and colours, the latter, however, being lighter and less 
distinct. 

This is not an uncommon spider on the trunks of ivy-covered 
trees, as well as in old wood-stacks and outhouses, at Bloxworth, 
and in many other localities in Dorset. It is also found in other 
parts of England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, 

LINYPHIA LEPROSA, 

Ldttphia lepeosa, OKlert, Die. Aran. d. Frov. Preuss., p. 47. 

„ oonfusa, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 427, pi. 
55, No. 21, a.b.c.d.e.f.g. 

The adult male measures about l-7th of an inch in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a dark brownish colour, tinged with 
yellow ; the legs are slender, armed with numerous long and 
conspicuous spines, of a brownish-yellow hue tinged with red- 
brown, and occasionally faintly annulated with blackish-brown. 
The abdomen of the female is particularly convex above, and pro- 
jects over the base of the cephalo-thorax, that of the male is 
slenderer ; it is of a dull, shining, pale yellowish-brown colour on 
the upper side, freckled with small whitish spots ; and along the 
middle is a series of angular blackish lines, whose ends, in the 
female, often form a spot or blotch. These angular lines are 
strongest in the male, and the paler intervals then form a series 
of curved or slightly angular lines. The sides are brown-black, 
and are marked with a longitudinal curved yellowish-white 
line, sometimes broken off in the middle, the hinder part passing 
over the abdomen, some little distance above the spinners, and 
meeting the corresponding lateral line on the opposite side ; the 
under side is also brownish-black. 

The palpi are short and slender ; the cubital joint has a long, 
slightly bent, tapering, finely pointed, prominent bristle at the 
fore extremity on the upper side. This joint, as well as the 
radial, is very short, but the latter ip. the stronger. The digital 
joint is rather large, and has a strongish conical prominence at 
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its base on the inner side, and another, much smaller, one on 
the outer side; the palpal organs are greatly developed and 
complex, with various curiously-shaped prominent corneous 
processes. 

The female is larger than the male, and is remarkable for the 
large size and form of the process connected with the genital aper- 
ture. This process is a notable feature in the female structure 
of many spiders, but especially in that of females of the genus 
Linyphia, and affords excellent characters for the distinction of 
the species. 

Linyphia leprosa is one of our most abundant spiders, being 
found plentifully nearly all the year round at Blox;worth, and in 
other localities, in outbuildings of all kinds, lofts, faggot ricks, 
wood stacks, holes and crevices in walls and trees, especially 
where the latter are thickly overgrown with ivy. It appears 
to be equally common throughout the south of England, and 
is also found in Scotland. Different individuals (of both sexes) 
often vary considerably in size, some being both larger and 
smaller than the dimensions from above. 

LINYPHIA ZEBRINA. 

Bathyphaotes zebeiots, Menge, Preuss. Spinn. I., p. 113, pL 20, 
Tab. 39. 

The length of the male is l-9th of an inch, and the female is 
rather larger. 

This spider is closely allied to Linyphia leprosa OhL, and 
resembles it very nearly both in colours and markings. It is, how- 
ever, generally rather smaller ; though as Linyphia leprosa varies 
considerably in size, probably the present species would be found 
to vary also if a number of examples were compared together. 
Among other distinguishing characters the following appear to 
be the chief, and are amply sufficient for the easy determination 
of the species. The legs, which are occasionally simulated in 
Linyphia leprosa, have no trace of annulation in any one of about 
twenty examples examined. The palpi (of the male), on the cubital 
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joint of Which, in ZmypMs Uprouk, is a long, tapering, slightly 
sinuous, prominent brittle, has only a short, very ■lender, and 
inconspicuous one. The radial joint is rather more produced on 
the upper side. The digital joint is smaller, and has no pointed 
prominence at its base, where there is a yery marked and charac- 
teristic one in Linyphia leprota. The palpal organs are of quite 
a different structure, far less prominent, less complex, and with 
less strong processes. 

The eyes are rather large, seated on black spots, and more 
elosely grouped together than in L. leprota. The posterior row is 
straight, and the interval between the eyes of the hind-central 
pair is greater than that between each and the lateral eye next 
to it. 

With respect to the markings on the abdomen, these are 
exceedingly similar in the two species ; there are, however, in 
the present spider scarcely any white spots on the dull yellowish- 
brown ground colour ; and the dark-brown, transverse, angular 
bars are usually more distinct and perfect, and uniform in size 
throughout, i.e., their extremities do not terminate (as frequently 
do those of Linyphia leprota) in a diffused patch or blotch. The 
process connected with the genital aperture of the female is 
smaller and much less prominent. 

Examples of both sexes of this spider have been in my 
possession for several years past ; some of them were found in 
woods and shrubberies at Bloxworth ; others were received from 
the North of England and from Scotland, and were seen at once 
to be, though remarkably similar in many respects to Linyphia 
leprota, yet different in several points. These examples were y 
however, shortly afterwards mislaid, and it is only very lately 
that they have come to light, and are now for the first time 
recorded as British. 

It is probable that Linyphia telrina is a tolerably abundant 
spider in this neighbourhood. At the beginning of February in 
the present year I found three examples of it, dead, inside an 
empty bottle, which had been thrown into the shrubbery ; these 



184 



spiders (with several others of different species) had crawled 
into the open mouth of the bottle, evidently thinking to find a 
safe place of shelter, but, on the contrary, it proved a prison, 
from which there was scarcely a chance of escape, owing to the 
form of the neck and shoulders of the bottle. 

LINYPHIA MINUTA. 

Linyphia mutota, Black w., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 218, 
pi. xv., fig. 144. 

This spider so nearly resembles Linyphia leprosa Obi. in size, 
colours and markings, that any detailed description of it is quite 
unnecessary. It will therefore suffice to note one or two differing 
characters by which the present spider may be readily dis- 
tinguished from Linyphia leprosa, and which will also distinguish 
it from Linyphia %ebrina, Menge. 

In the present species the occasional faint simulation of 
the legs of Linyphia leprosa is replaced by constant and very 
distinct annuli. This difference applies to both sexes. In the 
male the tapering pointed bent bristle at the fore extremity of 
the upper side of the cubital joint is represented by a strong 
spine-like bristle issuing from a minute tubercle, slightly sinuous, 
of equal size throughout, and obtuse at its end, or, rather, ter- 
minating suddenly in a point. 

The female is more difficult to distinguish, excepting by the 
distinct annulation of the legs. The process, however, connected 
with the genital aperture differs a little in its structure. 

This spider is a rare one at Bloxworth, though met with in 
situations similar to those in which Linyphia leprosa is found, and 
I have not yet met with it elsewhere in Dorsetshire. 

In the north of England the present is a common spider, while 
Z. leprosa is a much scarcer one. It is also found in Scotland 
and Wales. 
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LINYPHIA TENEBRICOLA. 

Lintphia tewebrioola, Wider., Zool. Misc. Mus. Senck., p. 260 
(266), pi. xviii., fig. 2. 

„ tenths, Blaclcw., Spid. Qreat Brit, and Irel., p. 230, 
pi. xvi., fig. 152. 

„ tebeioola. Blaclcw., I.e., p. 231, pi. xvi., fig. 153. 

A very variable spider both in size as well as in depth and dis- 
tinctness of markings. The male measures from 1-1 0th to 1-1 2th 
of an inch in length. It is of very slender form. The cephalo- 
thorax is of a more or less dark yellowish-brown colour ; the 
legs and palpi are yellow tinged with brown ; the latter however 
have the radial and digital joints (with the palpal organs) of a black- 
brown colour. The spines on the legs are nearly erect and toler- 
ably conspicuous. The abdomen is of a dull yellow-brown colour 
above, more or less distinctly mottled with small white spots, and 
with a longitudinal central series of angular black lines whose 
ends generally form roundish blotches ; the sides and underside 
are black, and the former have each a horizontal, curved, whitish- 
yellow line meeting each other just above the spinners ; this line is 
frequently interrupted in the middle, and often represented by 
two mere spots or blotches. The cubital and radial joints of the 
palpi are short, the latter the strongest, and furnished with a thin 
tuft of prominent bristly hairs on the f oreside, the extremity of 
which is rather prominent. The digital joint and palpal organs 
form a roundish mass of moderate size ; the latter are prominent 
and complex. 

The varieties of this little spider are very numerous ; some 
males have the abdomen almost black, excepting a marginal 
whitishline round the fore part, and a lateral longitudinal yellowish- 
white line ; in others the white specklingpredominates inboth sexes, 
and the black angular lines on the upper side, terminating on 
each side in black blotches, are very conspicuous; in others 
again the lateral white line is broken off in the middle, and in 
some (as above remarked) it consists of merely two elongate spots. 
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The darker specimens constitute Linyphia tenuis, Blackw., the 
paler ones Linyphia terricola, Blackw. The female resembles 
the male in colours and markings, but the abdomen is 
very convex above, and projects over the base of the cephalo- 
thorax, and is usually more distinctly marked than that of the 
male. 

Excepting in being very much smaller and brighter coloured 
Linyphia tenebrieola bears a very near general resemblance to 
Linyphia leproea, Ohl. ; while, however, the latter spider is seldom 
found excepting in old buildings, wood stacks, crevices, under 
blocks of stone, and other similar places of shelter, Linyphia 
tenebrieola is never found in such situations, but is one 
of our commonest spiders among grass and other herbage in 
most localities in England. It is also met with in Ireland, 
Scotland, and Wales. The immature examples are fre- 
quent aeronauts, and sometimes the adult males also, doubtless 
contributing considerably to the gossamer lines seen on fine 
days in spring and autumn. The adult males may also often be 
found during the whole of the summer, running actively on 
the surface of the bare ground, as well as on iron railings, 
palings, and many other objects, by which they are arrested in 
. their aerial excursions. 

LINYPHIA FREDERICK, ep. n. 

Adult male, length scarcely more than 2-3rds of a line. 

The cephalo-thorax is yellow-brown with a distinct broadish 
black marginal line, and some irregular, converging lines on the 
sides of a more dusky hue ; the occiput also has a somewhat 
hexagonal, central, dusky patch emitting a fine black line from 
the middle of both its anterior and posterior extremities, and 
from each eye of the hind-central pair a short blackish streak runs 
backwards. The thoracic region is rather gibbous, and although 
(when looked at in profile) its summit is not much raised above 
that of the ocular area, there is a considerable depression between 
those two points- 
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The eyes are of moderate size, and occupy thp whole width of 
the fore part of the caput. The interval between those of the 
hind-central pair is scarcely an eye's diameter, while that which 
separates each of them from the lateral eye next to it is less ; 
those of the fore-central pair are nearly, if not quite, contiguous to 
each other. The ocular area is but slightly prominent ; and the 
height of the clypeus is considerably less than half that of the 
facial space. 

The legs are tolerably long, slender, 1.4.2.3, and of a pale 
yellow-brown colour. They are furnished with hairs, and have 
a long slender spine on each of che genual joints, with two 
others in a longitudinal line on the upper side of each of the 
tibiae. 

The palpi are short, and similar to the legs in colour. The radial 
is stronger than the cubital joint, and is a little spreading at its 
extremity. The cubital has a short fine bristle directed forwards 
from its fore part. The digital joint is small with a lobe on its 
outer side. The palpal organs are rather complex, and have a 
strongish, and rather long, curved process projecting down- 
wards near their outer side. 

The falcea are moderately long, rather weak, straight, and a 
little directed backwards. Their colour is like that of the 
cephalo-thorax. 

The sternum is of a short heart-shape, considerably convex, and 
of a dark blackish-brown hue. 

The abdomen is small and oviform ; its colour is black, freckled 
with minute yellow-brown points, probably not discernible 
except when in spirit of wine. The hinder part, on the upper 
side, shews a series of some rather conspicuous transverse folds 
in the integument. Two others, corresponding to the ordinary 
transverse curved or angular lines, even more conspicuous, are . 
also visible underneath, a little way from the spinners. The 
significance of these folds has been before remarked upon. 

A single example of this spider was found among dead leaves 
at "Warmwell, near Dorchester, in the spriag of .1875, by my 
nephew, Frederick 0. F. Cambridge. 



188 



LINYPHIA OBSCURA, 

Linyphia obscuba, Blaclcw., Spiel. Great Brit, and Lrel., 244, pi. 
xvii., fig. 162. 

Length of the adult male l-12th of an inch). 

This spider is nearly allied to the Linyphia tenebricola, Wid., 
which it also resembles in the general pattern on the abdomen ; 
it may, however, be easily distinguished if the following differences 
be carefully noted. The cephalo-thorax is much darker, being bf 
a dark brown hue. The cubital joint of the male palpus has a 
much longer, and stronger prominent bristle on its anterior 
side. The digital joint has a conspicuous and prominent, sharply 
conical, slightly curved, horn-like spur at its base ; and the palpal 
organs are more prominent, comprising several conspicuous 
and projecting processes. The legs also are of a brighter colour, 
being yellow, tinged with orange-red, and the spines are 
stronger and more erect. The abdomen of the male is often of 
an almost uniform dark blackish hue, with scarcely any pattern 
visible; these examples are probably those which have been 
some little time adult; younger ones have the centrallongitudinal 
series of angular black lines preceded by a somewhat cruciform, 
black marking formed by the coalition of a short longitudinal bar 
with a transverse angular one. The lateral, whitish, horizontal, 
line is stronger than that in Linyphia tenebricola, and is lower 
down on the side, leaving above it, towards the fore extremity, a 
large, somewhat quadrate, oblong black patch. This (especially 
in females) is a very conspicuous and striking character. 

The whole spider is of a less slender build than Linyphia 
Unetricola ; and the female resembles the male, but is larger and 
has a less frequent tendency to obscuration of the abdominal 
markings. 

This is a rare spider on low plants and underwood at Blox- 
worth, but is more frequent in Scotland. I have also received 



189 



it from near Gloucester ; and it has been met with in North 
Wales. 

LINYPHIA VARIEGATA. 

Nebeene vabiegata, Blackio., Spid. Great Brit, and Lrel., p. 282, 
pi. xix., fig. 195. 

The male measures from l-12th to 1-1 3th of an inch in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is yellow, with a slender marginal black 
line, and a central longitudinal, rather variable, black stripe, 
which widens from the thorax to a little behind the eyes, where 
it terminates ; and occasionally there are somo short, lateral, con- 
verging, blackish lines in the thoracic region. The legs are 
yellow, annulated with black, and the abdomen is yellowish, with 
a few small white spots above and on the sides. On the fore 
part of the upper side is a conspicuous black marking, sometimes 
rather cruciform, sometimes arrow-headed, followed by a row 
of black spots on each side of the medial line, terminating with 
two or three curved, or subangular, black lines above the spinners. 
The black spots on either side are also occasionally united in 
pairs by slender angular lines ; but these are usually obsolete. 
The sides are marked and streaked with black. 

The spines on the legs are distinct, though not very strong. 
At the fore extremity of the upper side of the cubital joint of 
the male palpus is a very long, projecting, somewhat spine-like 
black bristle. The digital joint is rather large, and has a large 
lobe on its outer side, and a prominent, but not very large, pro- 
' cess at its base. The palpal organs are prominent and complex. 
The female is rather larger, but resembles the male in colour and 
markings. 

This pretty little spider is rather rare in spring, late summer, 
and autumn, among long grass and herbage on waste lands, and 
in sandy-heath situations at Bloxworth. It is very abundant 
near Southport, in Lancashire ; and has been met with in York- 
shire, North Wales, and Scotland. 



190 



UNYPHIA ALACRIS. 

Linyphia aulcbis, Blaekw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 235, 
pi. xvii., fig. 157. 

The male measures 1-1 lth of an inch in length. 

This spider is nearly allied to Linyphia tenebricoU, Wid., but is 
larger and differs in the pattern on the abdomen, as well as in 
the structure of the palpal organs; the palpi being also .much 
larger. 

The cephalo-thorax is brownish-yellow, with dusky margins. 
The legs are long, slender, yellow, and conspicuously spinous. 
.The palpi are also long, slender, and similar to the legs in 
colour. The radial and cubital joints are short ; the former is 
the stronger, and from its base in front issues a long, tapering, 
prominent bristle, while a similar, but longer one projects frojn 
the fore extremity in front of the other. The palpal organs are 
complex and prominent, the digital joint being of rather an 
irregular form. The abdomen is yellowish-brown, speckled with 
white spots, and along the middle of the upper side is a series of 
angular black bars, whose fine extremities frequently reach the 
sides, which are black; each side being marked with a longi- 
tudinal, curved, whitish-yellow line ; the two lines uniting above 
the spinners. The two foremost of the central angular bars are 
much stronger than the rest, and sometimes form triangles run- 
ning into each other; and in other examples, when the 
extremities of the angular lines are shortened, a narrow longi- 
tudinal dentated band, followed by two or three angular lines, 
is all the pattern that remains. . The under side is black-brown* 

The processes of the palpal organs of the male are more 
prominent and conspicuous than those of Linyphia tenebricola. 
The female is larger than the male, and generally has the pattern 
.on the abdomen more perfect and distinct than that of the male; 
and the genital process is prominent and conspicuous. 

Linyphia alacrU is a rather rare, spider among moss, low. plants, 
and herbage in open places in woods, at Bloiworth, in May aqj] 
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June ; but Appears to be frequent in many other localities, both 
in England and Scotland. 

LINYPHIA CIRCUMCINCTA. 

Linyphia oircumoinota, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 423. 
Length of the adult female, 2 lines. 

The cephalo-thorax is pale dull yellowish, with a longitudinal 
central black line, bifid at its fore extremity, and some con- 
vergent dusky lines on the sides. The eyes are on black, slightly 
tuberculate spots. The legs are of a clearer yellow than the 
cephalo-thorax, and the spines are rather short and not very 
strong. Their relative length is 1.4.2.3. The abdomen is very 
convex above, especially at the fore part, which projects con- 
siderably over the base of the cephalo-thorax. The upper side 
is white, with a central, longitudinal, brown band, tapering to a 
mere line on the hinder part. On each side of this band and parallel 
to it, is a row of brown spots, varying in size and distinctness in 
different examples. These spots are generally united in pairs, by 
very fine dark, angular lines, whose apices join in with the 
central band. The sides are dark-brown, marked with a con- 
spicuous, horizontal, straight, white band, which runs round 
above the spinners without interruption, and thus divides the 
abdomen into two parts, an upper and a lower one. The under side 
is also dark brown, marked with white spots and curved lines, 
the spinners being engirt with a zone of seven or eight well- 
defined, white spots, forming a horse-shoe, whose open side is in 
front. 

A few examples of this spider were found among coarse grass 
and sedge, in a swamp, at Bloxworth, in May, 1863, but I have 
never met with it since. 

LINYPHIA SETOSA. 

Linyphia setosa, Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8578. 

The adult male of this very distinct and rare spider meanings 
l-10th of an inch in length. 
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The caput is rather raised and prominent before, and has, at 
its summit, a tuft of curved, strong, bristly hairs, directed 
forwards. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is brownish-yellow, 
rather clouded with brown towards the margins ; the ocular area 
is black. The clypeus is high, and prominent just above the f alces. 
The legs are long, rather slender, of a brownish-yellow colour, 
and the spines are moderately long and strong; the relative 
length is 1.2.4.3. The palpi are short, slender, and similar to the 
legs in colour. The cubital and radial joints are short; the 
latter is the strongest, and has a tuft of strongish, bristly hairs in 
front, the former has a very long, tapering bristle, directed 
forwards from its fore extremity. The digital joint is of an 
irregular form, with a prominent lobe on the outer side, and a 
short, curved, conical prominence at its base on the inner side. 
The palpal organs are exceedingly prominent and complex. A 
dark red-brown, curved process projects from their base over the 
base of the digital joint, and was mistaken, at first, for a 
prominence, issuing from that joint. There are other conspicuous 
spines and processes, the most conspicuous being a large one 
projecting outwards from near the extremity of the palpal 
organs. 

The f alces are moderately long and strong, and divergent at 
their extremities. 

The abdomen is of a pale, dull, yellowish-brown colour above, 
with a longitudinal, central series of largish, angular, black- 
brown bars, occupying nearly all the upper side ; the first two 
are often stronger than the rest, and almost confluent, forming 
a large, irregular patch. The sides, the part just above the 
spinners, and the underside, are black-brown. 

The female is rather larger and darker than the male. All the 
angular bars along the middle of the upper side of the abdomen 
are more or less confluent, and the sides have a broken line of 
indistinct, yellowish-brown markings along their lower part. 

A single example of each sex, found among heather, at Blox- 
worth, in May, 1862, remained until recently, the only known 
specimens. 
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I have since met with several examples of both sexes (at the 
end of September, 1878), among rushes and sedge, in a swamp, 
near Bloxworth. 

UNYPHIA SOCIALIS. 

Lintphia soouus, Sund., Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., 
p. 222, pi. xvi., fig. 747. 

The male measures about l-7th of an inch in length. 

The caput of the male is rather elevated and prominent before. 
The cephalo-thorax is yellow-brown, with black margins, and a 
central, narrow, longitudinal, black bar bifid at its fore extremity. 
The sides also are marked with short converging, somewhat 
elongate, triangiUar black spots, indicating the normal converg- 
ing grooves. 

The falces are long, divergent at their extremities, and have 
a few strong spine-like bristles in front. 

The legs are long, slender, of a pale yellowish colour, 
simulated with brownish-black. Their relative length is 1.2.4.3. 
The palpi of the male are yellowish, and of moderate length ; 
the cubital and radial joints are short, the latter is the strongest 
and very convex on its outer side; the digital joint has a 
prominent lobe on its outer side, and a deep red-brown, pointed, 
curved process at its base directed outwards. The palpal organs 
are complex, with various prominent corneous processes, of 
which the most conspicuous is a large curved one, with one obtuse 
end pointed upwards above the base of the digital joint, and the 
other end projecting prominently outwards and strongly cleft, or 
of a somewhat bifid form. 

The abdomen is of a dull yellowish-green hue on the upper side, # 
thickly speckled with small white spots, and has a longitudinal, 
central series of angular brown bars, the extremities of which 
are often considerably expanded ; the fore extremity is engirt, 
rather underneath, with a strong black band, which extends 
about half way along each side, and has two or more white 
spots placed in a transverse line at the middle part ; from near 
each hinder extremity of this band an oblique bar or strong lino 
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runs forwards and upwards ; and the hinder extremity on each 
side is followed towards the spinners by two oblique, more pr 
less long and perfect, black stripes. 

The female closely resembles the male in colours and markings. 

The angular bars on the upper side are so broad, well defined, 
and near together that the intermediate spaces might be correctly 
described as greenish yellow- white, angular lines on a brown 
ground. 

This very distinct and pretty spider is not rare on the trunks 
of Scotch fir trees near Bloxworth, spinning its snare among the 
rough bark. It is also found in Scotland. 

LINYPHIA LUTEOLA. 

LmTFHiA ltjteola, Blackw., Lond. and Edin. Phil. Mag., 3rd 

ser., iii., p. 192. 
„ alticeps, Blackw, Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 226, 

pi. xvi., fig. 149. 
The length of the male is about l-6th to l-7th of an inch. 
The caput is considerably (but gradually) elevated, and promin- 
ent, its fore part being of a somewhat truncated or bluntish- 
conical form, and its extremity is furnished with many strong, 
black bristles. The colour of the cephalo- thorax is pale straw 
yellow, with a black margin, and a rather fine, longitudinal, 
central line. The legs are long, slender, similar to the cephalo- 
thorax in colour, and the spines are moderately strong and con- 
spicuous; their relative length is 1.2.4.3. The palpi, of the 
male, are short, the humeral joint is strong, the cubital and 
radial joints are about equal in length, and at the fore end of the 
upper side of the former is a longish, strong, slightly bent 
spine-like bristle of equal strength throughout, furnished with small 
projecting points underneath, somewhat bifid at the extremity, 
and pointing downwards and forwards, from a small tubercular pro- 
tuberance, almost in a line with the radial joint, which it exceeds 
in length. The digital joint is of moderate size, and the palpal 
organs are prominent and complex, with various points and pro- 
cesses, but none of a very conspicuous nature. The abdomen 
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is of a pale dull yellowish hue, more or less mottled with white ; 
on the fore half of the upper side is a longitudinal, central, 
brown, or at times black-brown, bar generally somewhat 
dentated. On either side of this bar, towards its hinder part, 
and converging together above the spinners, are two rows of 
black spots, varying in size and shape in different examples, and 
representing the usual angular lines or bars, all the central or 
angular portions of which are obsolete in this species, excepting 
occasionally the last two or three. The sides are marked with 
some black lines and bars, generally a longitudinal horizontal 
one, andseveralotheroblique ones; these lateral markings are often 
more or less obsolete, and sometimes run into each other. In 
some examples the abdominal markings are almost obliterated ; 
the under side is blackish-brown, often marked with two longitu- 
dinal, rather converging, lines of white spots. 

The female is larger than the male, and its markings are 
usually more distinct and perfect. 

This very distinct spider is found, though rarely, at Bloxworth 
in late summer and autumn, among rough grass and heather ; 
but is much more abundant in some localities in the North of 
[England; and is also found in Wales. It must not be con- 
founded with its very close ally Zinyphia alticeps, Sund., 
which it nearly resembles, being, however, not quite so large, 
,and easily distinguished by the fore extremity of the caput of 
L. alhceps, being drawn out into a distinct, bluntish point 
between the eyes; the spine-like bristle also on the cubital 
joint of the male palpus differs. The latter spider has not yet 
been met with in Dorsetshire. 

LINYPHIA CRISTATA. 

Baxhyphaotes cristattts, Menge, Preuss. Spinn. 121, Tab. 46, 
pL 22. 

Linyphia oristata, Cambr., Linn. Trans, xxx., p. 328. 
„ explicata, Cambr., I.e. 

„ decolor, Cambr., I.e., xxvii., p. 437, pi. 56, No. 28. 
Subsequent repeated and careful examinations have convinced 
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me that the spiders referred to in the above synonyms are all of 
the same species. 

The adult male measures from l-12th to l-10th of an inch in 
length. 

The cephalo-thorax is yellow, sometimes slightly suffused with 
blackish towards the margins ; the ocular region is prominent 
but not elevated, and the profile below the eyes (i.e., of the 
clypeus) is very hollow, owing to the prominence of the ocular 
region and of the lower margin of the clypeus ; the legs are 
long, slender, and yellow ; the spines distinct, but not very con- 
spicuous ; the f alces rather long, divergent, but not very strong ; 
the palpi are similar in colour to the legs ; the radial and cubital 
joints are short, the latter has a not very long, nor strong, black 
bristle at the fore-extremity of the upper side, and the former 
is the larger, considerably dilated above at its fore-extremity, and 
furnished on the upper side with numerous blackbristlesand hairs. 
The digital joint is of moderate size, with a lobe on its outer 
side, and a small, somewhat conical, prominence at its base on 
the inner side. The palpal organs are prominent and complex ; 
but though characteristic in their structure they do not present 
any very conspicuously distinctive processes. The abdomen is 
oviform, and considerably convex above; its colour is dull 
yellowish, tinged with brown, and sparingly spotted with small 
white spots ; along the middle of the upper side is a series of 
blackish, transverse, angular lines or bars, the first one or two 
being incomplete at the apex, and some of them at times having 
the extremities dilated into an irregular blotch ; the sides are 
blackish, with two oval, or elongate, yellowish- white markings in a 
horizontal line ; the posterior of these markings, on, each side, unite 
over the abdomen above the spinners ; the under side is strongly suf- 
fused with brownish-black. This description of the abdomen is most 
uniformly applicable to the female, as the male has the abdominal 
markings usually more or less obsolete ; in other respects the 
sexes are remarkably similar ; the abdomen of the female, how- 
ever, being much more convex above, and the genital process 
characteristic. 
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This spider is nearly allied to Zinyphia tenebrieola, Wid., from 
which it may easily be distinguished by its stouter form and 
generally yellower colouring; it is also allied to LinyphiaalacrU, Bl., 
from which the absence of the central longitudinal dentatedbandon 
the abdomen, as well as the hollow profile line of the clypeus, at 
once distinguish it. It is rather a rare spider among moss, grass, 
and other low herbage in open places in woods at Bloxworth in 
the months of April and May. I have also received it from 
Berwickshire. 

LINYPHIA PULLATA. 

Linyphia pullaTa, Cambr., Zool. 1863, p. 8580, and linn. 

Trans, xxviii., p. 446, pi. xxxiv., fig. 12. 

The length of the male is l-10th of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a yellow-brown colour, considerably 
suffused on the sides and margins with blackish. The caput is 
neither elevated nor prominent in front. The legs are long, 
slender, and bright yellow ; relative length, 1.2.4.3., not 1.4.2.3., 
as 1. c. Spines moderately strong. The palpi are short ; the 
radial and cubital joints short, the former the stronger, and 
furnished with some longish, curved, bristly hairs in front, and 
the latter has a strongish, tapering bristle at its fore extremity. 
The digital joint is large, and of a somewhat elongate-oval form, 
with a lobe on its outer side. The palpal organs are tolerably 
compact, and not very complex. The ordinary curved process at 
their base, on the outer side, is not very prominent nor con- 
spicuous, though its form is characteristic ; and there are two or 
three corneous, spine-like processes, near their extremity, one of 
them being of a rather hooked form, and the others also rather 
bent, but neither of them very prominent nor conspicuous. The 
falces are long, rather attenuate at their extremities, which are 
considerably divergent. The abdomen is of a dark, dull, suffused, 
yellowish-brown colour on the upper side, with a longitudinal 
central series of obscure black angular bars, of which the 
extremities are often dilated; the sides and under side are 
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brownish-black. In some examples the angular bars are 
stronger and better defined, and the pattern is then most con- 
spicuous, as a yellow-brown one, on a black ground. The 
original examples on which the species was founded were of this 
kind. 

The sexes resemble each other very nearly in colours and 
markings, but the abdomen of the female is exceedingly convex 
above, and in some examples is entirely black, with some 
dull brownish-yellow markings along the middle of the upper 
side. 

Found in spring on iron railings, and throughout the summer 
among heather, at Bloxworth, but not in any abundance. It is 
nearly allied to Linyphia flacipes, Blackw. 

UNYPHIA NIGRINA. 

LnnrmA nigbina, Wettr., Aran. Suec., p. 132. 

„ ptjlla, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 234. pi. 
xvi., fig. 156. 

Length of the male about l-8th of an inch. 

This spider is very closely allied to Linyphia puflata, Cambr., 
but is larger, and of a darker hue. The abdomen is brown- 
black, with a central longitudinal dentated pale band on the 
upper side, and an obscure pale stripe on each side of the fore 
extremity. In some examples the central band is broken up into 
a series of somewhat triangular patches, whose vertices are 
directed forwards ; being in fact the intermediate spaces between 
the ordinary transverse angular black bars, which have here 
become the ground colour, and are seldom or never conspicuous 
as a dark pattern on a light ground, as in Linyphia pullata and 
others. The legs are not quite of so clear a yellow as in that 
species, and the palpal bulb is larger. The palpal organs also 
differ in structure, and are furnished, at their extremity, with a 
coiled, black, filiform spine, within the coil of which appears 
the prominent point of another spine* The digital joint is 
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rather large, and has a slender curved process at its base on 
the outer side, and a largish lobe near its extremity on the inner 
side. 

The female is larger and generally more distinctly marked 
than the male. 

Linyphia nigrina is not rare on low plants and herbage, among 
young underwood, at Bloxworth, and in various other localities 
in Dorsetshire in the summer and early autumn months. It is 
also found in other parts of England, as well as in Scotland. 

LINYPHIA APPROXIMATE 

Linyphia appboximata, Cambr., Linn. Trans, xxvii., p. 424, pL 
55, No. 19. 

Length of the male l-9th of an inch. 

This spider is very closely allied to both the foregoing, but may 
be distinguished from them without difficulty. 

The caput is only very slightly raised above the rest of the 
cephalo-thorax, which is of a yellowish colour, slightly clouded 
with dusky, and sometimes marked on the sides with converging, 
indistinct, sooty lines. The legs are dingy yellow, their relative 
length is 1.2.4.3., and the spines are few, fine, and semi-erect. 
The palpi are short, the digital joint large, of irregular form, 
and (including the palpal organs) as long as the whole of the 
rest 6f the palpus. These organs are very prominent and 
complex, with a short, slender, circularly curved spine at their 
extremity. 

The abdomen is nearly black, with a series of strong, angular 
markings of a pale whitish colour along the middle of the upper 
side. The vertices of these markings are sometimes obsolete. 
The female is larger, but resembles the male in colours and 
markings. 

Prom Linyphia nigrina Westr., the present species may be dis- 
tinguished by the much larger size of the digital joint and palpal 
organs. The structure also. of. these organs differs, as well as 
the pattern on the abdomen. From Linyphia pullata Cambr. it 
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may be known by its larger size, and by the circularly-curved 
spine at the end of the palpal organs. 

Linyphia approximate occurred in abundance at the end of 
May, 1863, among grass and sedge in a marshy spot at Blox- 
worth, but I have never met with it since. It has, however, been 
sent to me from France. It spins an irregular web low down 
among the stems of the grass and sedge among which it was 
found. 

• LINYPHIA DORSALIS. 

Linyphia dobsalis, Wider., Zool. Misc. Arachn. Mus. Senck., p. 
258 (264), pi. xvii., fig. 12. 

„ anthbacina, Blackw., Ann. and Mag. N. H. (2). xi., 
p. 18. 

„ claytoioe, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
233, pi. xvi., fig. 155. 

The length of the male is about l-9th to 1-1 Oth of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a dark brown colour tinged with 
yellow. The caput is neither elevated nor prominent in the 
ocular region, behind which are some bristly hairs directed 
forwards. The legs are long, slender, of a yellowish-red colour, 
and the spines are neither numerous nor conspicuous. The palpi 
are similar in colour to the legs. The radial and cubital joints 
are short, the former is the stronger and is produced some- 
what in front, where it is furnished with bristly hairs. The 
digital joint is of moderate size, and has a lobe on the 
outer side. The palpal organs are prominent and complex, 
with various spines and processes, of which a curved process 
at the base, on the outer side, and two contiguous curved spines near 
the middle, are the most conspicuous. The f alces are very slightly 
divergent, and (in the male only) have a small protuberance 
near the base in front. The abdomen varies greatly in its depth 
of colour and in the completeness of its markings. In some 
examples it is black or nearly so (var. anthracina, Blackw.), at 
other times it is black, with a longitudinal series of yellowish- 
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brown, angular lines down the middle of the upper side; in 
others it is of a brownish-yellow hue with black angular lines, 
the latter often entirely obsolete or represented by a few black 
spots, or by one or two black markings ; examples also occur 
intermediate between the black and the pale ones. 

The female is larger than the male ; its abdomen is much 
more convex above, and projects considerably over the base of the 
cephalo-thorax. A small, rather narrow, elongate process, a little 
enlarged at its extremity, is directed backwards from the genital 
aperture. 

An abundant species among underwood, on furze bushes, and 
on the lower branches of oak trees, in the months of May and 
June, at Bloxworth, as well as in other parts of Dorsetshire. It 
occurs also in the North of England and in Scotland. 

UNTPHIA EKIOEA. 

Likyphia ebiojba, Blackw., Spid. Great. Brit, and Irel., p. 237, 
pi. xvii., fig. 159. 

The male measures about l-13th or l-14th of an inch in 
length. 

The caput is not elevated, and is only very slightly prominent 
at the ocular region. The cephalo-thorax is of a pale yellowish 
colour, slightly tinged with brown ; the legs are rather long, 
slender, of a pale yellow colour, and the spines are of great 
length, but also light coloured. The palpi are short, slender, 
and similar in colour to the legs. The radial joint is stronger 
than the cubital, but both are very short. The digital joint is 
very small, and of a round-oval form ; the palpal organs are 
complex, the most noticeable process being a not very con- 
spicuous, curved, or crescent-shaped one at their base on the 
outer side ; near the middle of the upper (or posterior) edge of 
this process is a small, sharp-pointed, thorn-like prominence or 
spine, whose point is almost in contact with the extremity 
of the radial joints. The abdomen is of an almost uniform pale 
yellowish-brown colour, rather darkest underneath. If there 
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are occasionally a few darker markings above, these soon fade 
away in spirit of wine. 

The ocular area is rather conspicuous, from the eyes being placed 
on strong black spots, and closely grouped together. 

The female is larger, but resembles the male in colour. 

Found very rarely among heather at Bloxworth, in late 
summer and autumn, and occasionally in spring ; but received 
more frequently from the Northumberland and Berwickshire 
moors, as well as from other parts of Scotland. It has also 
been met with in North Wales, and in Yorkshire. 

LINYPHIA CIRCUMSPECTA. 

LnrxTHiA cieoxtmspecta, Blaciw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
246, pi. xvii., fig. 165. 

The male measures about l-13th of an inch in length. 

The caput is neither elevated, nor prominent at the eyes. The 
colour of the cephalo-thorax is yellow-brown ; the legs and palpi 
are rather paler, and the spines on the former are not very long 
nor conspicuous. The radial and cubital joints are short, the 
former is stronger than the other, the digital joint being of moderate 
size. The palpal organs are complex, but present no very notice- 
able process; a slender black spine forms a coil at their 
extremity, and within the coil appears the short prominent point 
of another small black spine, or process. The abdomen is of a 
yellowish-brown colour above, the sides and under side being 
darker. A longitudinal series of dark-brown, or blackish angular 
bars, occupies the middle of the upper side ; these are sometimes 
almost obsolete, at other times the darker portions of the upper 
side prevail, and the central line has then a series of more or less 
perfect angular bars of a pale yellow-brown colour; in some 
examples the vertices of these angular bars are wanting, leaving 
a series of oblique elongate spots in pairs. 

The female is rather larger than the male, and its abdomen is 
very convex above ; the pattern also is usually far more distinct 
Qn the upper side than in the male, 
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This spider may be easily distinguished from Linyphia ericcut, 
BL, by the coiled spine at the extremity of the palpal organs, as 
well as by the pattern on the upper side of the abdomen. 
From Linyphia pullata, Cambr., which it somewhat resembles in 
pattern, it may be known by its lighter and yellower hue, as 
well as by its much smaller size, and smaller and rounder digital 
joint and palpal organs ; these last, although furnished with a 
coiled, terminal spine, being quite different in other points of 
structure. 

Occasional among heather towards the end of summer, and in 
autumn, at Bloxworth. I have also received it from various 
other parts of Dorsetshire, and it occurs in many localities in 
England, Scotland, and Wales. 

LINYPHIA EXPEBTA. 

Linyphia expebta, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soo. xxvii., p. 429, pi, 
55., No. 23. 

The length of the male is l-8th of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a yellow-brown colour, and when 
looked at sideways there is a hollow in the profile line just behind 
the caput. The legs are long, slender, furnished with a few short 
fine spines, and rather paler in colour than the cephalo-thorax, 
The palpi are of a similar hue to the legs ; the radial and cubital 
joints are of about equal length, the former being slightly 
prominent behind, and somewhat obtusely produced at its 
extremity in front. From near the fore extremity of the upper 
side of both radial and cubital joints there projects from each a 
single, long, strong, tapering bristle. The digital joint is not 
very large, and has a lobe about the middle of the outer 
margin; the palpal organs are prominent and complex; and 
among the processes connected with them is one situated towards 
their base on the inner side, projecting, prominently backwards 
and outwards ; this process is of a slender form, nearly straight, 
semi-transparent, and tipped with a kind of tuft of bla,ok bristles. 
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The abdomen is of an elongate-oval form, projecting a little over 
the base of the cephalo-thorax, and its colour is dull black. 

A single example was found in December, 1867, in the village 
schoolroom, at Bloxworth, probably brought in among the 
heathy turf used for fuel. I have since received several examples 
from Berwickshire ; but have not again met with it in Dorset- 
shire. 

LINYPHIA EKKANS. 

Nebiene ebbans, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 253, 
pi. xviii., fig. 170. 

The length of the male is about l-10th of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax is brown ; the caput is not elevated, nor 
prominent at the eyes. The legs are long and of a pale red- 
brown colour, and the spines are not strong, though distinct. 
The radial and cubital joints of the palpi are short, the former 
much the strongest. The digital joint is oval, with a large lobe 
n the outer side near the upper part, and the palpal organs are 
prominent and complex, with several curved, pointed, prominent 
processes at their extremity. 

The abdomen is of a dull, greenish-brown hue, with a 
longitudinal, central series of obscure, angular, yellowish-brown 
lines on the upper side. 

The female is rather larger than the male, but resembles that 
sex in colours. 

Bare, on iron railings, in spring, at Bloxworth. It appears to 
be more plentiful in the North of England and in Wales. 

LINYPHIA OBLONGA. 

Linyphia oblonga, Camhr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii,, p. 433. 
The length of the female is 1-1 6th of an inch. 
This minute spider may easily be recognised by its generally 
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flattened, oblong form ; the abdomen also being rather broader 
behind than in front. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a pale, semi-diaphanous, yellowish- 
brown colour. The legs are rather long, slender, furnished with 
a few, longish, slender spines, and similar to the cephalo- 
thorax in colour ; the tibise and metatarsi often suffused with a 
darker hue. The eyes are very minute, seated on black spots, 
and all of a pearly white lustre. The abdomen projects a little 
over the base of the cephalo-thorax, and is of a dull greenish 
olive, black-brown colour, marked with some obscure, fine, 
pale lines and spots, disposed rather regularly, and chiefly visible 
after the spider has been placed in spirit of wine. The genital 
aperture is margined with red-brown, and is of a nearly circular 
form. 

I have not yet met with the male of this spider, but females 
have been occasionally found on iron railings, at Bloxworth 
Rectory, in the months of May and June. 

LINYPHIA (?) INCERTA. 

Linyphia (?) inoebta, Cambr., Ann. and Mag. N. H., 1878, 
p. 117, pi. xi., fig. 2. 

Length of female 1 line. 

Very nearly allied to Linyphia oblonga, Cambr., and closely 
resembling it, but larger and darker coloured. The eyes are 
larger and not all pearly white, as in Z. oblonga, but the fore- 
centrals are dark ; the height of the clypeus exceeds half that of 
the facial space. Legslong, slender, 4.1.2.3 Spines very long and 
prominent. Length of spine, near the posterior extremity of the 
tibise of fourth pair, equal to (or exceeding) three times the 
diameter of the joint. Palpi rather long and slender. Abdomen 
oblong-oval, depressed, and projecting considerably over the 
base of cephalo-thorax ; it is of a dull brownish-yellow, with a 
rather darker, tapering stripe on the upper side along the middle 
of the fore-half. Genital aperture large, and somewhat circular 
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in form. The integument of the posterior oiinmiitj of the 
abdomen is marked with some transverse foldings. 
Found on a wall, in the month of June, 1877, at Blexwarth. 

UHTPHIA BICOLOR. 

Nraxn KOOLOB, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit and LreL, p. 250, pL 
xvii., fig. 168. 

The male measures l-6th of an inch, though among a series of 
examples there will be found considerable diversity of size, some 
larger and some smaller than the measurement given above. 
This diversity is observable in both sexes. 

The caput is very slightly, but not abruptly elevated, rising 
gradually from the hinder slope of the thorax. It has some 
bristly hairs on and behind the ocular region. The cephalo- 
thorax is of a reddish yellow-brown colour, and the legs and 
palpi are of a rather lighter hue. The spines on the legs are 
distinct, but not very strong. The palpi of the male are moder- 
ately long ; the cubital and radial joints short ; the former 
is less strong than the latter, and has a single, long, tapering 
bristle at the fore extremity on the upper side. The radial joint 
has a small obtuse protuberance on the outer side of the upper 
part, furnished with a compact group of long, strong, somewhat 
spinous, black bristles, of equal strength throughout their length. 
The digital joint is not large ; its form is roundish-oval, with a 
prominent lobe on its outer side, and a large obtuse process at 
its base. The palpal organs are prominent and complex ; among 
the most conspicuous of their processes is a curved one near the 
base on the outer side. 

The abdomen projects well over the base of the cephalo-thorax, 
and is of a brownish-black colour. 

The female resembles the male in colours, and is usually 
larger. 

Bare among heather, and herbage in woods, at Bloxworth, 
but apparently much more numerous in the north of England, 
Scotland and Wales. 

t 



207 



UNYPHIA ABNORMIS. 

Nbribnb abnoemis, Blaclw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 286, 
pi. xix., fig. 200. 

The male measures about l-8th of an inch in length, and the 
female is somewhat larger. 

The caput does not rise above the level of the thorax. The 
cephalo-thorax is of a brownish-red colour; the legs reddish- 
brown, armed with a few long fine spines ; and the abdomen is 
of a darkish brown colour, obscurely mottled with a still darker 
hue. 

The digital joint of the palpus has a large lobe on the outer 
side; the palpal organs are prominent, and very complex, 
with a very large irregular process at their base on the outer 
side. 

The female resembles the male in colours, but is rather paler, 
and larger. 

Two examples only have been found in Dorsetshire — at Blox- 
worth, among heather, in summer time* Mr. Blackwall has also 
found it in Lancashire. 

UNYPHIA LINGUATA. 

LrtnrPHiA ungttata, Camfo*., Trans. linn. Soc. xxviii., p. 537, pi. 
xlvi., fig. 8. 

The length of the female is very nearly l-6th of an inch. 

The whole of the fore part (including the cephalo-thorax, 
palpi, and legs) is of an orange-yellow colour. The abdomen 
is pale yellow-brown, with a rather indistinct, darker, 
longitudinal stripe along the middle of the fore half of the 
upper side, followed towards the spinners by several transverse 
angular stripes of a similar nature and colour; the sides are 
slightly suffused with a dusky hue, and the under side has a 
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broad, longitudinal, dusky band reaching from near the spinners 
to the genital aperture. With this last is connected a long, 
rather broad process, directed horizontally backward, and of a 
somewhat tongue-shape, its extremity being broader than the 
rest. By the form of this process the female of this spider may 
be easily determined ; but the *male has not yet been discovered. 
The spines on the legs are rather long, and very slender. 

An example of the female was received from Mr. 0. W. Dale, 
by whom it was found at Glanvilles Wootton, in the summer of 
1877. It had previously been found only in Scotland. 

UNYPHIA DECEPEENS, Sp., n. 
Adult female length, 2 lines. 

The cephalo-thorax is moderately convex above, the profile 
line of the caput and thorax forming a very slightly curved, even 
line, being, in fact, almost straight from close to the hinder 
extremity to the occiput ; its colour is a pale, dull, straw-yellow, 
which would probably have deepened to yellow-brown, as the 
examples met with had evidently not long attained maturity. 

The eyes are of tolerable size, in the usual general position, 
and the ocular area is a little prominent. Those of thd hind 
central pair axe rather nearer to each other than each is to the 
hind lateral eye on its side. The eyes of the hinder row (in 
the two examples found) have a diaphanous, aborted appearance; 
whether this may be accidental or not is uncertain ; those of 
the fore-central pair are separated by a distinct interval, equal to 

* An adult male example, which I believe to be of this Bpecies, has very 
recently been sent to me from Scotland. Its length is 2 lines. The abdomen 
is of a doll, sooty hue, without markings, excepting an indistinct, dull, 
whitish patch towards the hinder extremity of the upper side. The faloes 
are rather long, moderately strong, divergent, armed with longiah, strong 
teeth in the usual position, and with a strongish, toothlike process, towards 
the fore extremity, rather on the inner side. The legs of the second pair 
are distinctly shorter than those of the fourth pair, while in the female 
those of the second appear slightly to exceed the fourth pair in length ; 
the legs are clothed with coarse hairs, and two or three very slender spines 
on the genual and tibial joints. The palpi are rather long, slender, and 
much like tbose of Nervine rufa, p. 123 (iV. rubripee, Black w.), but the palpal 
organs differ a little in struoture, and the f aloes are not nearly so strong, 
nor bo prominent near their base in front. 
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about half an eye's diameter. The height of the olypeus, which 
is prominent at its lower margin, exceeds half that of the facial 
space. 

The legs are of moderate length and strength, 4.1.2.3. They 
are similar to the cephalo-thorax in colour, and armed with a 
few slender erect spines, or spine-like bristles, on the upper sides 
of the genua and tibise. The difference in length between 4 
and 1 is very slight. 

The palpi are moderately long, and similar to the legs in 
colour and armature. 

The falces are rather long, powerful, strongly prominent at 
their base in front, perpendicular, divergent at their extremities, 
and armed with a double row of 5-2 teeth of different sizes ; the 
two central teeth of the anterior row being the strongest. The 
colour of the falces is like that of the cephalo-thorax. 

Maxilla moderately long, strong, straight, rather rounded on 
their outer marginal line, and inclined moderately towards the 
labium, which is of a somewhat short-oblong form, rounded at 
the apex. 

The abdomen is short-oval, of considerable convexity above, 
and clothed pretty thickly with coarse dark hairs. Its colour is 
a dull luteous brownish, deepening to sooty black on the sides 
and under part, with an indistinct, narrow, longitudinal marking 
on the fore part of the upper side, followed, to the spinners, by 
a series of indistinct, sooty, transverse, slightly-angular bars. 
The process in front of the genital aperture is conspicuous, being 
broad, and rather vertically prominent. 

Two examples of this spider (which appears to belong to that 
group of Linyphia comprised in the genus EathypftanUs, (Menge) 
were found among fallen leaves in Bere Wood, adjoining Blox- 
worth, towards the end of September, 1878. It is closely allied 
to Linyphia linguata, Cambr., and may possibly be the female of 
Nerim rufa (p. 123), the adult female of which is as yet 
unknown to me. 
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UK7FHIA PARVULA. 

LmTFHZA. pabvula, Weitr., Aran. Suec., p. 135. 

„ loitgipxs, Cambr.y Trans. Linn. Soo. xxvii., p. 430, 
pi. 55, No. 24. 

Bathyphaotes longipes, Mrnge, Freuss. Spinn., p. 116, pi. 21, 
Tab. 42. 

The male measures l-12th of an inch, in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a dark brown colour, with dusky 
black margins, and converging lines on the sides, of the same 
hue. The caput is a little elevated, and prominent at the eyes, 
chiefly owing to a dip or hollow, most visible in profile, between 
the caput and thorax. The legs are very long, slender, of a 
dark yellow-brown colour, and the spines are neither strong nor 
numerous, though distinct. The length of the legs of the fourth 
pair is greater than that of the first. The palpi are not very 
long; the radial and cubital joints are short, and of equal 
length ; the former is rather gibbous, furnished with a 
few bristly hairs on its upper side, and slightly produced 
towards its inner side. The digital joint has a prominent lobe 
on its outer side forwards. The palpal organs are prominent and 
complex, the most noticeable of their processes being one of a 
curved form at their base on the outer side, having its upper 
edge fringed with bristly hairs ; and a slender black spine coils 
round their extremity. 

The abdomen is black. 

The female is larger than the male, and her legs are shorter . 
but the sexes are similar in colour. 

I first met with this spider at Southport, Lancashire, in 1859 ; 
but afterwards found it in abundance, spinning an irregular web, 
among stems of grass and rubbish in woods, swamps, and waste 
places at Bloxworth, in May, 1863. Since then I have scarcely 
met with it at all. The male is verysimilar in the structure of its 
palpi to Ztnyphut circumpecta BL, but is larger, and never has the 
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characteristic abdominal pattern of that species. From Linyphia 
aSria, Cambr., it may be distinguished not only by being rather 
larger, but by the coiled spine at the extremity of the palpal 
organs, which is wanting in that species. 

UNYPHIA AEBIA. 

Lihtphia AEBIA, Cambr., Ann. and Mag., N.H., 1875, p. 251, pi. 
viii., fig. 8. 

The length of the male is l-13th of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax, looked at sideways, shows a deep hollow 
or depression between the caput and thorax, the latter being 
slightly the most elevated of the two. It is of a yellow-brown 
colour, with the margins and converging lateral lines of a some- 
what more dusky-brown hue. The legs are rather long, and 
slender ; they axe of a pale dull yellowish colour, and the spines 
are few in number, and slender, but rather long. 

The palpi are short and slender, and of the same colour as the 
legs. The cubital and radial joints are very short; the former 
has a fine, tapering bristle at its fore extremity above ; and the 
latter is the stronger, being produced a little more in front than 
behind. The digital joint is of moderate size, and the palpal 
organs are rather complex, but do not present any very notice- 
able or conspicuous process. 

The abdomen is considerably convex above, projects a good 
deal over the base of the cephalo-thorax, and is of a dull black- 
ish colour. 

The female is rather larger than the male, but resembles it in 
general structure and colour. 

This spider is nearly allied to the foregoing, but is smaller ; 
its legs are also shorter, and the palpal organs have no coiled 
spine at their extremity. 

Found occasionally in autumn and spring at Bloxworth 
Bectory, running on iron railings, on bright, warm mornings* 
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LINYPHIA PHOLCOMMOIDES, Sp. n. 

Length of the adult male, scarcely more than 2-3rds of a line. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a short, round-oval, rather flattened 
form ; the caput very short, and with scarcely any lateral com- 
pression ; the thorax, at the top of the posterior slope (which is 
steep, and greatly indented), is higher than any part of the 
caput ; the profile running through to the eyes in a very slightly 
concave line. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is yellow, with 
a dusky-blackish, central, longitudinal line, enlarged into a patch 
on the occiput. There are also similar converging lines on the 
sides, and a marginal line of the same hue. 

The eye* are rather large, and closely grouped, reminding one 
very much of the position of those of Phohomma (p. 81). Three 
large eyes, contiguous to each other, form a very short, curved 
line (or rather a triangle) on each side of the ocular area, which 
£S suffused with black. Between the fore ends of these lines are 
the more minute fore-central pair of eyes, contiguous to each 
other, and to the fore-lateral eye on'each side ; the interval between 
the eyes of the hind-central pair is very small, being no more, if 
so much, as half of an eye's diameter. The height of the 
clypeus is about equal to one-third of that of the facial space. 

The f alces are small, directed strongly backwards, and similar 
to the cephalo-thorax in colour. 

The legs are rather long, and slender ; their relative length is 
apparently 4.1.2.3. ; but some of them being mutilated, I am not 
sure upon this point. The femora are of an orange-yellow 
colour ; the tibiae of the first and second pairs suffused with 
dusky-blackish ; and the rest are of a paler, yellowish hue. The 
armature was much damaged, but it consists apparently of hairs 
and a few fine spines on the tibiee and metatarsi. 

The palpi are short, and yellow. The cubital and radial joints 
are very short ; the latter strongest, and slightly produced at its 
upper extremity in front. The digital joint is oval, and of 
moderate size. The palpal organs are very prominent and com- 
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plex, with various processes, among which the most conspicuous 
is a large, projecting, curved one at their base on the outer side. 

The sternum is large, and heart »shaped ; its fore extremity 
strongly concave or circularly indented ; and it is of a yellowish 
colour, suffused with dusky-black. 

The abdomen is small, of a somewhat elongate-oval form, and 
of a blackish hue, tinged with olive green, and thinly clothed 
with hairs. 

An example of this spider, which may be readily distinguished 
from many otherjsmall species of Linyphia by the close grouping 
of the eyes, and the dark femora of the first and second pairs of 
legs, was found near Sherborne, in the autumn of 1878, by my 
nephew, Frederick P. Cambridge. 

LINYPHIA INCONSPICUA. 

Linyphia inoonspictta, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 432. 

The length of the male is 1-1 7th of an inch. 

The cephalo-thorax (which has a narrow blackish margin), 
together with the legs and palpi and other fore parts, are pale 
yellow, the sternum slightly suffused with blackish. The 
abdomen, which projects a little over the base of the cephalo- 
thorax, is of a pale, whitish-brown colour on the upper side, 
reticulated with a darker hue, forming an indistinct, central, 
longitudinal, pale, narrow, denticulate band, pointed at its 
hinder part, reaching nearly to the spinners, and sending out 
pale lateral lines. The underside is suffused with black, and the 
spiraeular plates are pale yellow. The eyes are rather large and 
closely grouped, seated on black (almost confluent) spots, and 
the interval between those of the hind-central pair is distinctly 
greater than that between each and the lateral eye, of the same 
row, next to it. The legs are long and slender, and the spines 
are long and slender also. The palpi are short ; the radial joint 
is much stronger than the cubital, and, like that of most of this 
genus, dilated at its anterior extremity, and furnished with a few 
longish, bristly hairs, of which one is longer and stronger than 
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the rest. The digital joint is of moderate size, with a small lobe 
on its outer side. The palpal organs are rather complex, with a 
curved process, near their base on the outer side, haying a short, 
fine, spiny, black point almost touching the outer extremity of 
the radial joint. 

The female is larger and darker ooloured than the male, and 
her abdomen projects greatly over the cephalo-thorax ; her legs 
also differ in their relative length, those of the fourth pair being 
apparently longer than those of the second. 

This spider is very closely allied to Ztnyphia erieaa, BL, but 
may be distinguished by the interval between the hind-central 
pair of eyes being very distinctly greater than that between each 
and the lateral next to it, whereas in Liny phi* erieaa the inter- 
vals between the eyes of that row are equal, or, if anything, very 
slightly greater between the hind-centrals. The genital process 
of the female also differs in structure. The palpal organs of the 
male are very similar in both species. 

An adult male and females were found among herbage in a 
wood at Bloxworth, in April, 1867, but it has not been met with 
since. 

LINYPHIA OBLTVTA 

Lxvyfhia obuvia, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxviii., p. 446, 
pi. xxxiv., fig. 13. 

The length of the male is l-16th of an inch. 

The caput is slightly lower (when looked at in profile) than the 
thorax, and is a very little prominent at the eyes. The cephalo- 
thorax is yellow-brown, margined with black-brown; at the 
hinder part of the caput is a largish, somewhat quadrate, black- 
brown patch, with some lateral converging lines of the same hue. 

The eyes do not differ much in size; those of the hind- 
central pair are very slightly further apart than each is from 
the lateral next to it ; those of the fore-central pair are the 
smallest, and have a distinct, though very small, interval 
between them. The cubital and radial joints of the palpi are 
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abort, but of about equal length ; the latter is a little produced 
at its fore extremity on the upper side, and the former has a 
single, curved, prominent black bristle issuing from its fore 
side ; the digital joint is of moderate size, and the palpal organs 
are prominent and rather complex, but present no very 
remarkable process. The abdomen is shining black. The legs 
are slender, of moderate length, and of a dull brownish-yellow 
colour; and the spines are few, long, and erect, but slender. 

This spider is nearly allied to Linyphia erteaa, Bl., and Linyphia 
incontpicua, Oambr., but, from both, the black abdomen and the 
colour of the cephalo-thorax distinguish it readily. It also 
approaches nearly to some species of If&riene, though the 
presence of distinct spines on the legs separates it from that 
genus. 

A single example only was found at Bloxworth in the summer 
of 1870, but in what situation I have no precise note; 
probably it was among herbage in a wood. 

UNYPHIA OBUTA. 

Linyphia obuta, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soo. xxvii., p. 432. 
Length of the male, l-13th of an inch. 

The profile line of the thorax and caput has no hollow or 
depression behind the latter ; nor is the latter elevated, nor 
prominent at the eyes ; resembling, in fact, in the form of the 
cephalo-thorax, many species of Neriene. The cephalo-thorax is 
of a dark yellowish-brown colour, with a black margin, and an 
angular dark brown patch at the back of the caput, and some 
narrow converging lateral stripes of the same hue. The legs and 
palpi are yellow, the former moderately strong and not very long ; 
their relative length is 4.1.2.3., and they are furnished with a 
few slender spines of moderate length. The radial joint is 
stronger than the cubital, and has, on its outer side, some long, 
curved, bristly hairs directed downwards. The digital joint is of 
moderate size, and the palpal organs are compact, though com- 
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plex, with a strong curved process at their base on the outer 
side. 

The eyes are rather small, but do not differ greatly in size ; 
they are seated on small black spots, and those of the posterior 
row are equidistant from each other ; the height of the 
clypeus (which is not impressed, but is a little prominent below) 
is half that of the facial space. The falces are a little divergent 
at their extremity, and are directed strongly backwards towards 
the sternum, which is of a blackish-brown colour. 

The abdomen projects, but very slightly, over the base of the 
cephalo-thorax, and is of a brownish-black colour. 

This is an obscure spider, and allied to Linyphia oblivia, Cambr., 
but may be distinguished by the less abrupt slope of the hinder 
part of the thorax ; in X. oblivia the thorax is also 
perceptibly higher (in profile) than the caput, whereas it is not 
so in the present spider ; the relative distances also between the 
eyes of the posterior row differ. Nor could I, on close examina- 
tion, observe any curved process at the base, on the outer side, 
of the palpal organs of X. oblivia. 

A single example beaten from a furze bush, at Bloxworth, in 
the summer of 1863. 

LINYPHIA PALLIDA. 

Linyphia pallida, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 435, 
pi. 56, No. 26. 

The length of the male is 1-1 2th of an inch. 

The caput is not elevated, the profile line forming a gradually 
rising slope to the ocular area, which is a little prominent. The 
cephalo-thorax is of a dusky yellow hue, tinged with orange, 
and its surface is minutely punctured with very fine impressed 
dots. The clypeus is prominent, and its height is half that of 
the facial space. The eyes are on small black spots, and the 
interval between those of the hind-central pair is rather greater 
than that between each and the lateral eye next to it. The leg B 
are long and rather slender ; the relative length of those of the 
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male is 4.1.2.3. ; they are like the cephalo-thorax in colour, and 
are armed with long spines. 

The palpi are short; the radial joint is stronger than the 
cubital, and is furnished with some bristly hairs, one of them 
towards the base in front being of a spinous nature, very long, 
strong, directed forwards and downwards, curved and tapering. 
There is also a strongish bristle in front of the cubital joint, but 
its length is not more than half that of the one on the radial ; 
the digital joint is large, and the palpal organs are prominent 
and complex. The two most conspicuous processes are a long, 
slightly bent one, on their outer side, with a prominent, sharpish 
spur behind, near the middle of it, and another strong curved 
one, on the same side, close to their base ; at their extremity is 
also a small bent, blackish, blunt-pointed, spiny process. 

The abdomen is of a light, dull yellowish colour, thinly 
clothed with coarse hairs ; and in one example there were some 
slightly angular, transverse, dusky lines along the middle of the 
hinder half. 

The female resembles the male in colour, but is larger. The 
abdomen is greatly convex above, and the falces are more 
divergent. The genital process is very large, strong, and pro- 
jects almost at right angles from the aperture, its form is also 
somewhat complex. The relative length of the legs of this sex 
also differs from that of the male, being 1.2.4,3. 

Two examples (one of each sex) were found at the roots of 
heather at Bloxworth, in March, 1867. 

LINYPHIA DECENS. 

Luttfhia decens, Cqmbr*, Trans. Linn. Soc. xxvii., p. 436, pi. 
56, No. 27. 

The male measures 1-1 2th. of an inch in length. 

The caput is not elevated above the thoracic level. The 
qephalo-thorax is of a yellow-brown colour, and its surface is 
finely, completely, and thickly covered with minute punctures. 

The eyes are very small, and the interval between those of 
the hind-central pair is no more than half of that between each 
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and the lateral eye of the same row next to it. The legs are 
long, moderate in strength, and of a paler, clearer yellow colour 
than the cephalo-thorax. Their relative length is 4.1.2.3., and 
the spines are few and slender. 

The palpi are short, and like the legs in colour. The radial 
joint is rather protuberant, or produced, at its extremity in front, 
where it has a single marginal row of bristly hairs projecting 
oyer the base of the digital joint, with two longer and stronger 
curved bristles on the outer sides. The digital joint is large, 
and has a large lobe, ending in a blunt projection, towards its 
base on the outer side. The palpal organs are prominent and 
complex. A strong, curved process projects outwards at their 
base, and has a slight notch on its inner margin near the 
extremity. There are also two curved spines at the extremity 
of the palpal organs rather on the inner side ; one of them lies 
within the other, and is much the slenderer of the two ; near them 
also is a small, conically-pointed protuberance. 

The falces are long, strong, and very slightly divergent. The 
abdomen projects slightly over the base of the cephalo-thorax, 
and is of a pale brownish-yellow colour, covered sparingly, but 
regularly and conspicuously, with blackish-brown hairs. 

This spider bears a considerable resemblance to Linyphia 
pallida, Cambr., in general appearance and colours, but may 
easily be distinguished by the structure of the palpal organs, 
and by the very small size, and position of the eyes. 

A single example only, found at the roots of heather at BJox- 
worth in the spring of 1862. 

LINYPHIA CONCOLOR. 

Linyphia ooncolob, Wid., Mus. Senck., Band 1., p. 267, Taf. 
18, fig. 3. 

Theetdion filipes, JBlackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 206, 
pi. xiv., fig. 136. 
The length of the male is 1-1 0th of an inch. 
The caput is on the same level as the thorax, and the ocular 
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region is very slightly prominent. The colour of the cephalo- 
thorax is yellowish-brown; the legs and palpi being a little 
lighter in hue. The legs are long and very slender (1.4.2.3.); 
the spines on the legs are fine and short, but distinct and nearly 
erect. The palpi (excepting the digital joints) are short ; the 
radial is stronger than the cubital joint, being prominent at its 
fore-extremity and on the inner side, with several long, strong 
bristles in front. The digital joint is long and of an irregular 
oval form, drawn out before, and with a prominence towards 
the base on the outer side, and two smaller ones close to its base 
in front. The palpal organs are prominent and complex ; among 
the various proceses is one which extends beneath them through- 
out their whole length, and has its fine filiform termination 
curved in an almost circular form at their extremity. The f alces 
are long, rather weak, and divergent. The abdomen is of a deep, 
slightly brownish-black colour. 

The female is larger than the male, but resembles it in colours ; 
the abdomen projects considerably over the base of the cephalo- 
thorax. The genital process is long, slender* cylindrical, very 
slightly curved, of a semi-diaphanous, pale, yellow-brown 
colour, and directed backwards in close proximity to the under 
surface of the abdomen. 

Found, though not abundantly, at Bloxworth and in other 
localities in Dorsetshire, among moss and under stones and logs 
in woods during spring and early summer time. It occurs also 
in other parts of England, as well as in Scotland and North 
Wales. The palpi of the male (of which the digital joint and 
palpal organs almost equal in length the whole of the rest of 
the palpus) and the long, slender, genital process of the 
female are remarkably characteristic of this spider, and render 
it an easily distinguished species. 

LINYPHIA INSIGNIS. 

Linyphia insignis, Blackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 238, 
pi. xvii., fig. 168. 
The length of the male is nearly l-6th of an inch. 



The caput is not raised above the level of the thorax, but the 
ocular region is a little prominent. The colour of the cephalo- 
thorax is yellow-brown. The legs are long (1.2.4.3.), 
slender, of a paler and clearer colour than the cephalo- 
thorax, and usually tinged with red. The spines are tolerably 
strong, long, and prominent. The palpi are rather short, and 
similar in colour to the legs. The radial joint is stronger than 
the cubital, and has a prominent process near its base on the 
outer side, of a rather sharp pointed, conical form, furnished at 
its point with two long bristles. The digital joint is large, and 
has a strong lobe on the outer side. The palpal organs are 
prominent and complex, with various conspicuous spines and 
processes, the most noticeable of which is a large, somewhat 
flattened, curved one beneath their base, and on the outer side. 

The eyes of the fore-central pair are separated by an interval 
nearly equal to half an eye's diameter. The abdomen is of a 
dull yellowish colour ; the upper side has a longitudinal series of 
transverse, angular, black lines on the middle and hinder part ; 
these lines are often obsolete, or more or less imperfect, and the 
sides have some short, oblique, black markings forming an 
irregular longitudinal band ; the under side also has some black 
patches and markings, and there are some broken ones round the 
base of the spinners. The female resembles the male in colours 
and markings; the genital process is very long, strong, 
somewhat cylindrical in its form, enlarging a little towards its 
extremity, which is notched or cleft, and of a bright reddish 
colour, the rest being dull yellow ; this process is directed back- 
wards, and its inferior surface is furnished with long coarse 
bristly hairs. 

This fine and very distinct species is rare at Bloxworth among 
low plants in open places in woods and plantations in autumn. 
It appears to be much more common in the North of England, 
and has been also met with in Wales and Scotland. The male 
palpi and the female genital process are exceedingly characteris- 
tic, and with the colours and markings of the spider render it an 
easily recognized spider. 
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LINYPHIA IMPIGRA. 

Lutsthia impigra, Camlr., Trans. Linn. Soc., xxvii., p. 422, pi. 
55, No. 18. 

The male measures l-6th of an inch in length. 

The caput is neither raised nor prominent ; the profile of this 
part and the thoracic region forms a tolerably even curved line ; 
the lower part of the clypeus is rather prominent. The colour 
of the cephalo-thorax is dark orange-yellow, with some converg- 
ing, slightly dusky, lateral lines. The legs are long, tolerably 
strong, and of a clear, bright, orange-yellow colour. The spines 
are few, short, and semi-erect. The relative length of the legs 
is 1.4.2.3. The palpi are short, and similar in colour to the legs ; 
the radial joint is a little longer and much stronger than the 
cubital, and is rather gibbous on the inner side towards the 
extremity. The digital joint is large, and the palpal organs 
prominent and complex. A long black spine issues from a 
corneous process near their extremity, and curves backwards 
with a large bold sweep round their outer side to the hinder part, 
or base, near the digital joint. The falces are long, strong, a 
little prominent near their base in front, and strongly inclined 
towards the sternum. 

The abdomen projects considerably over the base of the 
cephalo-thorax ; it is of a glossy blackish colour, with two dull 
white spots in a transverse line near the fore extremity, and two 
bright white ones similarly placed just above the spinners. 
When in spirits of wine a longitudinal, central, tapering band, 
and a longitudinal row of largish spots on each side of it, of a 
darker hue than the rest of the surface, were indistinctly trace* 
able. 

Two males are the only examples yet recorded of this fine and 
distinct species; these were found among sedgy grass in a 
swamp at Bloxworth in May,^1863, 
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LINYPHIA CLATHRATA. 

Lutyphia olathbata, Sund., Sv. Spindl. Beskr. in Vet. Akad. 
Handl., f. 1829, p. 218. 

Nebebnb mabginata, BL, Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 249, 
pi. xvii., fig. 167. 

The male measures about l-7th of an inch in length. 

The caput is not raised above the thorax, excepting that the 
profile line rises gradually, in a very slight curve, from the hinder, 
extremity of the latter, to the eyes. The colour of the cephalo- 
thorax is a rich blackish-brown. The legs are long, moder- 
ately strong and of a reddish-yellow hue, sometimes annulated 
with brown. Their relative length is 1.4.2.3. The spines are 
short and rather slender. The palpi are short, and of a much 
duskier hue than the legs, the digital joint, which is large, being 
deep black-brown ; the radial is much stronger than the cubital 
joint,and is furnished with numerous long, bristly, black, prominent 
hairs on the outer side, the thickest part of the group forming 
a sort of pointed tuft. The palpal organs are prominent and com- 
plex, but tolerably compact, and of a deep brown-black colour ; 
a large curved process originating on their inner side has its 
sharp point directed downwards on the outer side, and there is 
a spirally coiled spine at their extremity, with some prominent 
transparent membrane whose margin is slightly fringed. 

The abdomen of the male is of a somewhat narrow, oblong- 
oval form ; it is of a brownish-black colour, with a marginal 
band of a brown hue, spotted closely with white, strongly 
dentated along the sides of the abdomen, and continued, but no^ 
dentated, above the spinners ; at the fore extremity it is divided 
by the anterior portion of a strong, black, somewhat cruciform 
marking; and a longitudinal series of curved, angular, dull, 
brownish bars, spotted with white, occupies the middle of the 
upper side. According to the preponderance of the black, or 
white spotted portions, either may be taken as the ground 
colour of the upper part ; in the above description the blaok 
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portion is taken as the ground colour ; but if the white spotted 
portion be so taken, the lateral bands then become black dentated 
ones and the angular lines along the middle also black. The 
under side is brownish-black with a few marginal white spots. 

The female is slightly larger than the male ; her abdomen 
is of the ordinary form and projects well ovei the base of the 
cephalo-thorax. In females, young males, and those that 
have not long attained maturity, the abdominal pattern is 
generally very distinct ; but in old males it is usually merged in 
a more or less complete blackness, exoepting two large white 
spots, one on either side of the fore extremity. 

This is an abundant spider at Bloxworth, and in many other 
localities in Dorsetshire. It is also found in other parts of 
England, as well as in Scotland and Wales. It is adult in spring 
and summer, and its favourite haunts are among herbage, and the 
debris of former fences in hedge rows ; it is also found in various 
other situations where it can obtain shelter among low growing 
plants for its horizontal sheet of web, on the under side of which 
it sits in an inverted position. The male may frequently be seen 
running on paths and roads in the daytime. 

LINYPHIA FURTIVA. 

Ltntphia ftjbttva, Cambr., Trans. Linn. Soc., p. 425, pi. 55, 
No. 20. 

The length of the male is l-6th of an inch in length. 

This spider is nearly allied to the foregoing, but the profile 
line of the caput and thorax is straight, and ascends gradually 
to the eyes. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark-brown, tinged with 
yellowish. The legs are long, moderately strong, and of a 
yellowish-brown hue, the spines being short and rather fine. 
The palpi are very like those of Linyphia clathrata, Sund., but the 
bristly hairs on the radial joints are not so numerous, nor 
grouped in a tuft-like form ; the digital joint and palpal organs 
form a larger mass, though the structure of the latter is some- 
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what similar. The abdomen also, though somewhat like that 
of the last-mentioned species, and resembling it in the general 
hue and pattern, yet differs constantly, in both sexes, in the far 
less distinct dentated marginal band, and central series of 
curved bars ; the former consists of a row of white blotches of 
different sizes, and its continuance, by a white line round the 
hinder extremity of the abdomen, is interrupted by a small black 
interval. The under side is black, without any white spots. 
The abdomen of the male is oblong, strongly constricted, or 
strangulated round the middle, but that of the female is more of 
the usual oval form. The genital process is short, with a large 
kidney-shaped, transverse aperture at its hinder extremity. This 
portion of structure is of greater size and prominence than that 
of L. clathrata. 

Found on several occasions, in early summer, among heather, 
growing on the overhanging ledges of gravel pits and banks on 
Bloxworth Heath, and, in June, 1877, among coarse star grass 
on the sandhills near the sea at Studland. Its habits and snare 
resemble those of L. clathrata. 

LINYPHIA BUCCULBNTA. 

Abanetjs BTJOOULEirnJS, CUroJCf Sv. Spindl. p. 63, pi. 4, Tab. 1. 

Nebibne tutltneata, £lackw. 9 Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 279, 
pi. xix., fig. 193. 

Length of the male l-4th to l-5th of an inch. 

The caput is not higher than the thorax, though, when looked 
at in profile, there is a slight dip or hollow between them. The 
colour of the cephalo-thorax is yellow-brown, with black 
margins, and often an indistinct, dusky band above them, and 
also a central, longitudinal, black-brown band. The legs are 
long and moderately strong, as nearly as possible like the 
cephalo-thorax in colour, and usually, but not always, annulated 
with dark brown ; the spines are short, not very strong, but dis- 
tinct. The palpi are tolerably long, the cubital joint enlarges 
gradually to its fore extremity, and has a long, black bristle at 
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its extremity in front ; the radial joint is snorter, and smaller, 
and has a. conical prominence underneath, near its extremity, 
with some long, black bristles on its under and inner sides. The 
digital joint is of great length, and of an elongate, somewhat 
irregular, oval form, the outer side of the base having three 
obtuse prominences ; the palpal organs are very prominent and 
complex, with various conspicuous processes. 

The abdomen projects well over the base of the cephalo- 
thorax, and is of a yellowish-white colour, frequently suffused with 
a lively pinkish hue, and reticulated with fine dark lines. The 
upper side is divided longitudinally by a black-brown band, 
often somewhat dentated, and emitting fine lateral ramifications ; 
and on each side is a longitudinal row of similarly coloured, and 
often confluent spots; the two rows converging above the 
spinners. The sides are marked with several oblique blackish 
lines, and the under side is brown with some pale spots. 

Varieties occur in which the abdomen has scarcely any dark 
markings, excepting an indistinct, longitudinal, central stripe. 

The sexes are very similar in colours and markings, but, AH 
usual, the female is the larger. 

An abundant species at Bloxworth, and in many other localities 
in Dorsetshire, under stones and logs, at the bottom of hedgerows, 
among thick fern and heather, especially where there is much 
dead debris of the former years' growth. It is also found in 
other parts of England and in Scotland. The usually distinct 
markings, and its size, render this generally an easy spider to 
distinguish, but in its very young stages it may easily be mis- 
taken for Linyphia luteoh, £1. 

LINYPHIA MONTANA. 

Abanetjs montaotjs, Clerck., Sv. Spindl., p. 64, pi. 3, Tab. 1. 

Linyphia mabginata, filackiv., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
213, pi. xv., fig. 140. 

The male measures from l-4th to l-5th of an inch in length, 
Wi is sometimes even a little larger. 
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The profile line of the caput and thorax is nearly straight. 
The ocular region is slightly prominent, as also is the lower side 
of the clypeus. The colour of the cephalo-thorax is yellow- 
brown, strongly suffused with a darker hue on the upper part of 
the caput and on the sides, and the sternum is nearly black. 
The legs are long, rather slender, of a brownish-yellow colour, 
annulated with blackish-brown ; the spines are short, not very 
strong, but tolerably numerous, and prominent. The palpi are 
like the legs in colour, excepting the digital joint and palpal 
organs, which are very dark. The radial and cubital joints are 
short ; the former is much the strongest, and has a rather compact 
group of numerous long, black bristles on the outer side towards 
the base in front. The digital joint is large, and the palpal 
organs are very prominent and complex, with several strong pro- 
cesses, and a spiral spine at their extremity, near which is also 
some fringed membrane, like that connected with the palpal 
organs of Linyphia clathrata, Sund. 

The abdomen is of a yellowish, dull-brown hue, on the upper 
side, which is enclosed by a border, near the margin, of irregular 
black spots and markings. The long-oval space enclosed, is 
truncated by a line of white spots above the spinners, and is 
more or less speckled with white, with a longitudinal series of 
black, curved, angular bars, those on the fore part more or less 
defective, and often altogether wanting. The sides are dull 
yellow-brown, speckled with white, and marked, mostly forwards, 
with black. The under side is nearly black, with four white 
spots forming a large, central, quadrangular figure. 

The female is lighter coloured and larger than the male. 

This spider is nearly allied to L. clathrata, but is larger, and 
has a less distinct pattern on the abdomen ; the legs also are 
more uniformly annulated ; and whereas that species is never, so 
far as I know, found on bushes, but only among low plants and 
herbage near the ground, the present is most commonly met 
with in such situations, where it spins the most perfect snare 
of its kind ; the snare consists of a horizontal sheet of finely 
textured silken web, upheld by numerous tightly-strained, per- 
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pendicular lines, fixed to the adjacent leaves and twigs, and 
similarly braced down by other lines on the under side. There 
are, besides, numerous irregular lines crossing and recrossing in 
various directions, chiefly above; and the spider sits in an 
inverted position beneath the horizontal sheet, awaiting the 
entanglement of any passing insect in the upper maze of 
insidious lines. It is a common spider at Bloxworth in thick 
garden hedgeB, and shrubberies, and is very partial to fences 
and bushes of yew, holly, box, or white thorn. It is also found 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

LINYPHIA TRIANGULARIS. 

Abanetts TBiAiroTTLABis, CUrch, Sv. Spindl. p. 71, pi. 3, Tab. 2. 

Linyphia Montana, JBlackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel. p. 211, 
pi. xv., fig. 138. 

The length of the male is from l-4th to l-5th of an inch. 

The profile of the caput and thorax is nearly straight, a slight 
dip only occurring between them ; and the ocular region is a 
little prominent, as also is the lower part of the clypeus. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is yellow-brown with a 
central, longitudinal, narrow, blackish band, furcate at its 
anterior extremity, and a less dark and distinct one on each side, 
considerably above, but parallel to, the margin. The legs are 
long, slender, of a brownish yellow colour, the femora tinged 
with a greenish hue ; the spines are numerous and prominent, 
but not very long. The palpi are long, but similar in colour to the 
legs. The radial joint is stronger than the cubital, and both are 
short; the digital joint is small, and the palpal organs are 
prominent and complex, with a fine spiral spine at their 
extremity, surrounded by thin membrane. The falces (of the 
male) are long and very divergent, their length varies in different 
individuals, and probably increases with age ; in some examples 
the development is excessive, exceeding the cephalo-thorax in 
length, and giving the spider a most formidable appearance. 
The abdomen (of the female) has, on the upper side, a broad, 
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longitudinal, dentated, brown band, speckled with white, and 
the marginal prominences, or denticulations, blackish; on the 
hinder part of this band are, sometimes, several angular, whitish 
bars in a longitudinal series ; the sides are yellowish- white, with 
a strong, rather irregular, horizontal, black marking at the fore- 
extremity, and two slightly oblique, black-brown stripes behind 
it reaching from the band on the upper side, to the under side, 
which is of a uniform, brown-black colour. Just above the 
spinners is a large, black-brown, roundish patch, sometimes 
semi-circular, and sometimes curvi-angular above, and enclosed 
by a very distinct, yellowish-white, marginal border which does 
not, however, encircle its lower side. The sternum is 
blackish-brown. 

The abdomen of the male is of a narrow and somewhat 
cylindrical form, and its markings are generally indistinct and 
often imperfect. A clear white and very distinct, transverse, 
curved bar above the spinners represents the semi-circular border 
of the black patch on that part of the abdomen of the female. 

Although somewhat similar to Linyphia montana, Clerck., this 
spider may be distinguished at once by its paler, clearer colour- 
ing, the absence of annuli on the legs, and (the males) by the 
small digital joint and palpal organs, and the long divergent 
falces. 

Universally distributed throughout the United Kingdom, 
and generally abundant ; attaining the adult state in late summer 
and autumn. It spins a snare very like that of L. montana, but 
not quite so neat and perfect. 

The sexes appear to live very peaceably in the same web ; in 
fact the webs of this species often run one into the other, com- 
pletely enveloping low bushes and plants, especially furze bushes 
on heaths, downs, and open commons. These are the snares 
which form such beautiful and conspicuous objects, when laden with 
dew drops on a bright autumnal morning. On the previous day 
scarcely one may have been observable; but a fine night is a busy 
time with the spinners, and myriads of perf eot snares are ready 
to catch the dew by daybreak. 
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LINY PHI A PELTATA. 

Lintphu pbltata, Wid. 9 Mus. Senck., p. 250, Taf. xvii., fig. 7. 
„ rubea, jBkcktv., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 217, 
pL xv., fig. 143. 

The male measures about l-8th of an inch in length. 

The cephalo-thorax is of a yellowish-brown colour ; the caput 
strongly tinged with a darker hue. The ocular region is slightly 
prominent, but the caput is not raised above the thorax. The 
legs are long, and slender, and the spines are rather short and 
fine. The palpi are short, and of the same colour as the legs ; 
the radial joint is stronger than the cubital, and each has a long, 
strong bristle at the fore-extremity on the upper side. The 
digital joint is rather small, and the palpal organs are prominent 
and complex, with various corneous processes. 

The f alces of the male are moderately long, tolerably strong, 
and a little divergent. 

The abdomen of the female is of the ordinary form, and has 
on the upper side a broad, dentated, slightly purplish-brown, 
longitudinal, central, brown band ; one of the lateral indenta- 
tions of this band (a little way behind the middle) is much 
deeper than the rest, some of which are often almost obsolete ; 
the rest of the upper part, and che sides, are white, with a broad, 
rather irregular, lateral, longitudinal, brown band; the 
under side is brown, strongly tinged with yellow a little way in 
front of the genital aperture, and on each side of the hinder 
extremity is a short, perpendicular, dark-brown, stoutish streak. 
The central band on the upper side frequently has a series of 
white, indistinctly angular, bars along the middle. 

The abdomen of the male is of a sub-cylindrical form, and is 
generally darker than that of the female ; but its colours and 
markings are similar, though the sides are almost covered by the 
longitudinal, lateral, brown stripe. 

This spider is nearly allied to the foregoing, but is much 
smaller, and the male has not the highly developed falces of that 
species, nor has the cephalo-thorax any central furcated brown 
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stripe ; though not rare on low bushes, and low growing plants 
in "woods and shubberies, it is by no means so abundant as L. 
triangularis Olerok. Its snare is like that of the Linyphia in 
general. 

Found in tolerable abundance at Bloxworth, and in many 
other localities in Dorsetshire. It also occurs in other parts of 
England, as well as in Scotland and Wales. The males may 
frequently be found running about, on fine early-summer days, 
on gravel paths, and in porches of houses, and verandahs. 

LINYPHIA HORTENSIS. 

Linyphia hobtensis, Sund., Sv. Spindl. Beskr. in. Vet. Akad., 
Handl., f. 1829, p. 213. 

„ PKATEN8IS, jBlackw., Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 215, 
pi. xv., fig. 141. 

„ albicinota. Cambr., Zoologist 1863, p. 8577. 

The length of the male is about l-6th of an inch. 

The caput rises gradually from the thorax, and the ocular 
region is a little prominent. The cephalo-thorax is of a rich 
dark yellow-brown colour, approaching to black on the caput, 
and the falces and sternum are of the same dark hue. The 
falces of the males are strong, prominent at their base in front, 
and covered in front and on their outer sides, with minute tuber- 
cular granulations ; the legs are long, slender, and of an orange- 
yellow colour, tinged with brown, and the spines are short and 
fine. The legs of the female are muoh shorter and of a less 
bright colour. The palpi are short and of a darker hue than 
the legs, the digital joint and palpal organs being almost black ; 
the radial joint is much stronger than the cubital, and has its 
fore extremity on the upper side somewhat produced, with some 
long slender bristles on the inner side, the cubital joint also is a 
little gibbous at its fore extremity, rather on the outer side ; the 
digital joint is of moderate size, and the palpal organs are rather 
complex and prominent, with a spiral spine enveloped in mem- 
brane at their extremity. 
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The abdomen (of the female) is very glossy, and has on its 
upper side a broad, strongly dentated, somewhat maroon-brown, 
longitudinal, central band, broadly bordered with white. 
The sides are also dark maroon-brown, and each has a 
horizontal, white, irregular band; the two bands generally 
unite above the spinners, and usually also merge in that which 
borders the central brown band on the upper side. The under 
part is similar to the sides in colour. 

The abdomen of the male is of a cylindrical form, and though, 
in the immature state and for a short time after attaining 
maturity, it nearly resembles that of the female in colours and 
markings, it becomes very soon of a uniform, deep, maroon- 
brown hue, with a bright white spot on each side near the 
anterior extremity. 

Immature males of this species were described (ZooL, 1863) 
under the name Linyphia albioinota, Oambr. 

Found, but not very abundantly, in early summer, among 
coarse herbage and low plants in open plaoes in woods at Blox- 
worth. It appears to be more common in some other parts of 
England and Wales, and has also been found in Scotland. 
The abdomen of the female often reflects somewhat 
metallic tints of violet and purple. It is nearly allied to Linyphia 
ptltatdf Sund.; but its larger size, darker hue, and the granulose 
surface of the falces of the male will serve to distinguish it 
readily. The adult males are not so easily met with as tho 
females, appearing to lead, generally, a solitary and vagabond 
life. 

LINYPHIA PUSILLA. 

Linyphia pusilla, Sund., Sv. Spindl. Beskr. in. Vet. Akad., 
Handl., f. 1829, p. 214. 
„ fuliginea, Blackw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p, 216, 
pi. xv., fig. 142. 
The male measures from l-5th to l-7th of an inch in length. 
In form, general structure and colours this spider nearly re- 
sembles Linyphia hartemis, Sund. ; it is, however, usually smaller ; 
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and the male, whose abdomen, bpth in form and colours, is strik- 
ingly like that of the species last named, may be distinguished with 
great ease by the structure of the palpal organs. These have a 
long, filiform, black spine issuing from their extremity on the 
inner side, and forming, on their outer side, a large, bold, 
prominent, circular bend, which projects considerably beyond 
them. 

The abdomen of the female is yellowish-white on the upper 
part and on a portion of the sides, with three longitudinal, more or 
less irregularly dentated, dark, rich, slightly reddish-brown 
bands, one along the middle, and another on each side. Those 
on the side usually unite at their posterior extremities, and are 
joined there by the central band. There is, however, consider- 
able variety in the perfection, form, and strength of these 
bands ; in some examples they are very strong, and usurp most 
of the surface; in others they are quite narrow, and broken. 
The remainder of the sides, and the under part, are of a uniform, 
deep black-brown hue. 

Found at Bloxworth, and in other localities in Dorsetshire, in 
tolerable abundance, among coarse grass and low plants in 
meadows, and in open places in woods and plantations, in the 
early summer time. It occurs also in other parts of England, 
as well as in North Wales and Scotland. Its snare is similar to 
that of its congeners. 

GENUS EEO, C. L. Koch. THERIDION, 31, in part. 

The remarkable little spider upon which this genus has been 
founded is included in the genus Thertdton by Mr. Blackwall. It 
has certainly some characters in common with Thvridion ; but it 
has also others, of a striking nature, in common with the repre- 
sentatives of two other genera — one South European (Ctenophora, 
Bl.), the other exotic ( Galena, 0. L. Koch.) — differing, however, in 
various respects from them both ; it is therefore here included 
in Koch's genus Ero, of which it was, until recently, the only 
known British representative. 



233 



The oephalo-thorax is short ; the thorax is considerably higher 
than the caput, and slopes backwards very abruptly. 

The eyes are as in Therxdion — four in a central square, with a 
pair (the eyes of which are contiguous to each other), at a little 
distance, on each side of it, so that the eyes of the front ro* 
are, as nearly as possible, equi-distant from each other. 

The legs are moderately strong and spinous; their relative 
length is 1.2.4.3.; those of the first pair are considerably the 
longest, and, with the second pair, are armed with a longitudinal 
series *i long, strong, prominent, slightly curved spines on the 
inner sides of the tibiae, metatarsi and tarsi, the intervals 
between these long spines being filled up with two or three 
others, in the same series, but much shorter ; the posterior one 
the shortest, and the rest gradually increasing in length. 

The maxilla are moderately long, not very strong, pointed at 
the extremity, very strongly inclined to the labium, over which 
their extremities almost meet. 

The labium is triangular. 

The abdomen is of an almost globular form, with two or more 
tubercular prominences on its upper side, and ornamented with 
various conspicuous colours and markings. 

EKO THORACICA. 

Thebidium thoragioum, Wid.y Mus. Senck. Bd. 1, p. 218, Taf., 
xiv., fig. 11. 

Thbbidion vabiegatttm, Blachw.y Spid. Great Brit, and Irel., p. 
203, pi. xiv., fig. 134. 

The length of the male is about l-9th of an inch. 

The cephaio-thorax is of a pale yellow colour, sometimes 
tinged with brownish ; it has a distinct marginal border of black, 
with a short, longitudinal, central black line dilated near the 
middle into a somewhat cruoiform or arrow-headed marking, and 
divided into two short branches just behind the eyes. Behind 
each lateral pair of eyes is also a somewhat diamond-shaped, 
black marking. These markings are less perfect in some examples 
than in others. 
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The falces are rather long, and strongly tinged with brown. 
The sternum yellow, variously marked with a black margin, or 
with black spots and patches. The legs are similar in colour to the 
cephaio-thorax, and distinctly annulated with dark yellow-brown. 
The palpi are moderately long, slender, and like the legs in colour. 
The radial joint is longer than the cubital, but has no projections 
or apophyses. The digital joint is of moderate size ; its colour is 
yellow-brown, with a rather long, dark red-brown, curved, 
pointed, horn-like prominence at its base. The palpal organs are 
prominent, and complex, and have, among some other conspicuous 
processes, a filiform spine curved in a nearly circular form round 
their inner side. 

The abdomen is short, and excessively convex above ; it pro- 
jects considerably over the base of the cephaio-thorax, and has 
two small, roundish, tuberculiformprommencesmatransverseline 
a little in front of the middle of the upper side ; the fore side of 
these tubercles is black, the hinder side yellowish-white. The 
rest of the abdomen is variegated with black, red, yellow-brown, 
and white, and its surface is furnished thickly with curved bristles 
of a spinous nature. 

This pretty little spider is not very rare at Bloxworth among 
coarse grass and the debris of stems, sticks, and leaves in old 
hedge-rows, plantations, and shrubberies, as well as among 
heather and furze bushes. It occurs also in other parts of 
Dorsetshire, as well as of England, generally; and has been met 
with in Scotland and Wales. It constructs a beautiful little egg- 
cocoon, of a pear, or miniature balloon shape attached by a 
slender stalk to dead grass, stems, or bits of stick (sometimes to 
gate posts, and in the corners of verandahs and porches) ; its 
outer covering is a kind of coarse, irregular network of a dark, 
reddish, yellow-brown colour, enclosing a fine silken bag, in which 
the eggs, no more than six or eight in number, are loosely con- 
tained, i.e., they are not gummed together as is the case with 
the eggs of some other spiders. I have found Ero thoracica in the 
adult state in early spring and throughout the summer. 
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ERO TUBERCULATA. 

Abanea tubeboulata, De. Geer., Mem. vii., p. 226, pi. 13, 
fig. 1-9. 

Ebo atomabia, C. L. Koch., Die Arachn. Bd. xii, p. 106, Taf. 
420, fig. 1033. 

Length of the female If lines. Male rather smaller. 

Closely allied, and very similar, to Ero tkoractca, 0. L. Koch, 
but larger, and easily distinguished by having four sub-angular, 
tubercular, prominences of a larger size on the abdomen ; two 
of them (the largest) are situated one on each side of its highest 
part, the other two are placed, one on each side of its posterior 
declivity, not quite half way to the spinners. 

Pound on Bloxworth Heath in September, 1878; and pre- 
viously received from Wokingham, where it was found by the 
Eev. 0. W. Penny, of Wellington College. This is its first 
record as a British spider. 




PRINTED AT THE "JOUBNAL" OFFICES, SOUTH ST., SHEBBOBOTSU 



PI. I. 




EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 



PLATE I. 

Fig. 

1. Agelena labyrinthica. — Adult male; full figure enlarged; a, 

palpi ; i., exinguinal joint of leg ; ii., coxal joint ; iii., 
femoral joint; iv., genual joint; v., tibial joint; vi., 
metatarsal joint; vii., tarsal joint. 

2. Ditto. — Adult female ; Outline of underside, with legs and 

right palpus truncated ; a,a f maxill&e ; c, labium ; A, axillary 
joint of palpus; b, humeral joint; t, cubital joint; 
ky radial joint ; o, digital joint ; d, sternum ; e,e f openings 
of the ordinary spiracular organs ; /, genital aperture ; 
inferior pair of spinners. 

3. Ditto. — Outline in profile, with legs and palpi truncated ; 

a, one of the f alces ; g> one of the maxillae ; b, caput ; 
Cyd^ejj soldered segments of thorax, corresponding on 
each side, with the number of legs, and their divisional 
lines, or indentations, and converging towards a central 
indentation (fig. 4 g.) 

4. Ditto. — Outline of cephalo^horax on upper side; a, 

falces ; b, caput ; c f d,e,f, soldered segments of thorax ; g 9 
thoracic indentation, 
5* Ditto.—* Outline of caput and falces from in front; a t a, 
falces; b f c, moveable fangs of falces; d,d f denticula- 
tions of falces; c\ facial spaoe; i,e, space included 
between a line formed by the posterior eyes, and the 
fore margin of the caput, close to the falces; a f ,a" f 
ooular area ; b\ clypeus. 

6. Ditto. — Hinder extremity of abdomen, from beneath, show- 

ing a,a, superior spinners; b,b, inferior spinners; and 
o,c y central pair. 

7. Ditto. — Palpus of male ; <*, maxilla ; i., axillary joint ; ii., 

humeral joint; iii., cubital; iy., radial; v., digital; i, 
palpal organs. 
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PLATE X. 0ONT1N UJSD. 

Fig. 

8. Ditto. — Extremity of tarns of one of the legs ; 8, superior 

terminal denticulated claws ; a, inferior claw. 

9. Amaurobim similis, Blackw., tarsal, and metatarsal joints 

of leg of fourth pair; a, series of curved spine-like 
bristles called the calamistrum. 

10. Ditto.— Extremity of abdomen, from beneath and behind ; 

g t e f superior pair of spinners; d,h, inferior pair; ej f 
small central pair; /, anal tubercle and orifice; a,b, 
supernumerary spinning organs, always found in spiders 
furnished with the Calamistrum. 

11. Anyphcma accentuate, Walok. — Under side of abdomen; a, 

genital aperture; b,b, ordinary spiracular openings; c, 
extraordinary spiracular opening ; d, spinners. 

12. Drassus lapidicolens, Walck. — Tarsal joint of one of fore 

legs ; a, closely set papillae-form and other hairs, forming 
the " Scopula" in profile. 
12a. Ditto. — a, Scopula from in front. 

13. Philodromus dispar, Walck. — Extremity of tarsal joint of 

one of the legs in profile ; b, two terminal daws ; a, 
cluster of papillae-form hairs or claw-tuft. 

14. Pholcus pholangioides, Fuessl. — Palpus of male ; a, digital 

joint; b, radial joint; c, cubital; d> humeral; e, palpal 
organs. 

15. Phrurolithu* festivus, Kooh. — Palpus of male; a, tubercular 

prominence, or apophysis, on humeral joint; i, radial 
apophysis, or projection issuing from radial joint ; d, 
digital joint ; c, palpal organs. 



PLATE H. 

Fig. 

1. Segestria Bavarica, C. Koch. — Full figure magnified; a, 

outline in profile, with legs and palpi truncated ; b, fore 
extremity of caput, showing the eyes ; c, palpus ; c\ palpal 
organs of ditto; d, under side of cephalo-thorax, with 
legs and palpi cut off, showing the maxilla, labium, and 
sternum ; e, natural length of female spider ; /, ditto of 
male. 

2. Atypus pioeus, Sulz. — Full figure magnified; a, profile 

outline, without legs or palpi ; b, under side of abdomen ; 
V genital aperture ; a\a\ ordinary spiracular openings ; 
c*,^, second pair of ditto, (belonging to family 
Theraphosides J \ d f eyes from above and behind; e, natural 
length of spider ; /, digital, and part of radial joint of 
palpus ; f, palpal organs ; c, fore part of sternum ; J,?, 
maxillfe ; /, labium. 

3. Dysdera Cambridgii, Thor. — Fore part of caput, showing 

the eyes from above and behind. 

4. Ditto. — Under side of abdomen ; a f a, ordinary spiracular 

openings ; b,b, second pair of ditto, (belonging to family 
Dy8derid$8.) 

5. Oonop8 pulcher, Templeton. — Fore part of caput, showing 

the eyes from above and behind. 

6. Dysdera crocota, 0. Koch. — Portion of palpus of male ; a, 

palpal organs. 

7. Egg cocoon of Agroeca proxima, Oambr., attached to a twig 

of heather. 
7a. Egg cocoon of Agroeca brunnea, Bl. ? 

8. Egg cocoon of Theridion p aliens, £1., enlarged. 

8a. Egg cocoon of Bro thoraeiea, 0. Koch, attached to a dead 
t*ig, and a little enlarged. 



PLATE rtt. 

1. Dramts bulbiftr, Cambr., — a, Profile without legs or palpi ; 

b, natural length of spider ; e, external orifice of seminal 
vessels ; d, humeral joint of palpus ; c, digital, radial, 
and cubital joints, showing palpal organs and the radial 
apophysis. 

2. Drassus lapidicolens, Walck. — Eyes from ahove and behind, 

3. Clubiona reclusa, Cambr. — a, eyes and falces from in 

front ; b, profile outline ; e f palpus ; d, natural length of 
spider. 

4. Steatoda sticta, Cambr., — a, profile outline ; b, fore part 

of caput, showing the eyes and falces; c, palpus; d, 
natural length of spider. 

5. Pholcomma gibbum, "Westr. — a, profile ; 5, fore-part of caput^ 

showing eyes and falces ; d, natural length of spider. 

6. WalcJcenaera diceros, Cambr. — a, profile outline ; b, fore part 

of caput from above and rather behind, greatly magnified, 
showing position of the eyes, and the two horn-like 
tufts of bristles in the middle of the ocular area ; e, 
palpus from above; d, ditto, underneath; e, natural 
length of spider. 

7. Linyphia setosa, Cambr. — a t profile outline; b, caput in 

front, showing eyes and falces ; e f palpus from above ; 
d, natural length of spider. 



ERRATA ET CORRIGENDA. 



Page ix., line 5 from top, for elaw read claw. 

xxv., line 3 from bottom, for venomous read venomous, 
xxxii., top line,/w larva read larvse. 
xxxix., line 8 from top, for causes read causing. 
1., line 3 from top, erase the comma at the end, and place it 

after the word it. 
5, line 3 ,, for thoraeica read thoracica. 

5, line 6 ,, place a bracket after rarity. 

8, line 12 ,, for curved read armed. 
19, line 12- ,, for serie read series. 
25, line 3 ,, for cresent read crescent. 
37, line 10 ,, for rushes read stalks of various plants. 
52, line 3 ,, after longitudinally insert on the fore 
half. 

54, line 2 ,, for wel read well. 
57, line 5 „ for This the read This is the. 

81, bottom line, erase and at the beginning of the line. 

82, line 8 from top, foi Aranse read Araneee. 
90, line 17 ,, after Irel. insert p. 191, pi. xiv., fig. 

122. 

Ill, line 13 ,, for This not read This is not. 
113, line 18 ,, for rehdisli read reddish. 
120, line 6 from bottom, for which almost read which is 
almost. 

127, line 11 ,, after with insert a. 

128, line 6 from top, for largeish read largish. 

129, line 7 from bottom, for fucipalpis read fuscipalpts. 
135, line 6 from top, for larger read smaller. 
141, line 18 ,, for o read of. 
144, line 11 ,, for fonnd read found. 
150, line 18 ,, for oocurs read occurs. 
152, line 7 ,, erase bracket after prominently. 
198, line 13 ,, for flacipes read flvvipes. 
204, line 17 ,, for n read on. 
213, line 11 ,, for femora read tibiae. 
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